
Big W h ite  F leet V isits W a ik ik i - 19 0 8
By Edw in N orth  McClellan

T h e glorious beauty of W aikiki, in  its Hawaiian setting, burst suddenly upon me 
on  the m orning of July 16, T908, from the quarterdeck of the battleship Wisconsin 
as it steamed around Diam ond H ead—site of the Diamond Head Fort, where eight 
big guns were to be mounted, giving Oahu the soubriquet of Fortress-Island. Really, 
it is the Glorious-Island. O ur ship was one of Rear-Admiral Charles S. Sperry's big 
Atlantic Fleet of sixteen white battleships which President Teddy Roosevelt had
started round the world the year before.

Flanked by the M oana and Seaside 
Hotels we could see the O utrigger Canoe 
Club, of grass-shacks, on the historic 
fresh-water stream Apuakehau, sand- 
barred into a lagoon. T he Club faced 

Ithe Royal Surf of Kalehuaweha, famous 
in history and legend and the most no
table of Oahu. T he reef was very obvi
ous. Of course, we saw the unique groves 
of W aikiki coconut palms with algaroba 
(kiawe) and hau trees fringing the coral 

beach. And not far distant, forming a 
noble background, were the Koolaus and 
their green valleys.

Before enjoying this scenic aloha we 
had been officially welcomed by the Re
ception Committee (aboard the Mauna 
Loa) chairm anned by George R. Carter. 
And from her deck I heard, for the first 
time, the caressing strains of Hawaiian 
music played by Henri Berger’s Royal 
Hawaiian Band. T his a/o/ia-Flagship, 
accompanied by the Claudine, Kinau  and 
other craft, steamed close by the Fleet.

) Soon we saw a fleet of outrigger canoes 
—of the Outrigger Canoe Club—put off 
from W aikiki Beach to give us the Club’s 
aquatic aloha; bu t only one of them— 
paddled by Richard “Dude" M ille r- 
made the full distance.

My ship and the Kansas tied up  along
side of Alakea Street wharf; the M inne
sota and the Vermont berthed at Naval 
W harf Two; and the Fleet Flagship Con
necticut docked at the Oceanic wharf. 
T h e  other ships—except the T h ird  Divi
sion, which was visiting Lahaina — an
chored east of the Honolulu H arbor en
trance and so were in view of Waikiki.

A large gathering of haoles, hapa- 
haoles, Orientals and others gave us a 
happy Hawaiian aloha as we secured the 
Wisconsin alongside the wharf at Alakea
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Street. I t was not long before Pat Bellin
ger and I left the ship to see Honolulu 
and Waikiki. T he whole place was deco
rated, as never before, for Fleet Week. 
T h e  Hawaiian Star earlier had exhorted, 
"T he Fleet is coming, let us clean the 
city,” and we saw clean beauty every
where. T he Evening Bulletin  had an
nounced, "No overcharge for Men of the 
Fleet’’ and "Free Street Cars”—the tru th  
of both statements we learned as we wan
dered around Honolulu, catching a 
glimpse of the Kamehameha Statue and 
Iolani Palace with its only T hrone Room 
in the nation. But, first of all, we visited 
the Old Post Office at Bethel and Mer
chant Streets to mail some cards back 
home.

Next we caught a trolley-car for Wai
kiki. We rode out King Street, turned 
right on McCully Street (there was no 
Ala Wai or canal there then) to Waikiki 
Road (now Kalakaua Avenue), and left 
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on that street to the Moana (opened in 
1901) and Seaside Hotels and Outrigger 
Canoe Club. We enjoyed the varied sce
nery on that first ride, including the 
swamps, rice-paddies and duck ponds.

At the Moana we persuaded the gentle
man behind the bar to get us our first 
sample of two-finger poi from the cook; 
bu t he couldn’t furnish us with an ini
tial taste of okolehao or oke.

Walking over to the Outrigger Canoe 
Club we found that the Advertiser of 
July 10, 1908, had expressed Hawaiian 
hospitality tru th  when it announced that 
the Outrigger Canoe Club “will keep 
open house to every man in uniform ”; at 
the same time stating that “the Hawaiian 
Flag, with perhaps the words across it in 
letters of gold ‘Hawaii Ponoi’ has been 
adopted as the Club emblem.” This 
Beach-Club had been organized on May 
1, 1908—less than three months before I 
first enjoyed its hospitality. On May 22d 
it had purchased two Hawaiian grass 
houses at the old zoo and moved them in 
section to the place where I saw them 
about three months later. It was late in 
May of 1908 before those grass shacks 
were ready for occupancy and the Club 
moved in. I had my first outrigger canoe 
ride that afternoon in a canoe of the 
Club paddled by Club members. I also 
received my first surfboard lesson as well 
as my first coral-cut, for there was plenty 
of it at Waikiki Beach in 1908. I found 
out that surfboarding was not limited to 
the boys for they still were talking about 
Bishop Henry B. Restarick’s little daugh
ter Margaret having been the first wa- 
hine to "come in on a surfboard stand
ing.” R uth  Soper was another feminine 
surfer. We also heard of the meeting of 
the Outrigger Club’s Executive Commit
tee on July 9, 1908, at which the men had 
discussed formation of a W omen’s Aux
iliary since the present grounds were 
tabu to the girls.

As we walked along the beach we saw 
the seaside home—with its little pier—of 
Prince Jonah Kuhio (“Cupid”) — then 
delegate to Congress. Other beach resi
dences were pointed out to us. Both femi
nine and masculine bathing suits would, 
today, seem ludicrously superfluous.

T h a t evening we had dinner at the f 
Moana. N either concrete-wing of the 
wooden Moana Hotel had yet been con- ;[ 
structed. T he old dining-dance hall was 
an addition extending over the waters. 2

As we dined we heard the gentle mur- s 
m ur of W aikiki waves beneath us. Every- 
thing was very wonderful—there was not j 
one disappointm ent—but it was the Ha- I 
waiian music — ukulele, steel-guitar and 
other instruments — and native voices s 
singing in a balcony above the dining ! 
room, that stirred me most deeply, with ’) 
such songs as Pua Mohala, K uu Ipo, Old •• 
Plantation, Kaua I  Ka Huahuai, Ua Like  
N o a L ike, H onolulu H ula H ula Heigh, 
Nani Wale Lihue, H onolulu Tomboy, 
Aloha Oe and Hawaii Ponoi. After din--. 
ner we walked out to the end of the ro-C ] 
mantic Moana Pier (300 feet seaward), 
strolled through the Outrigger Club and 
Seaside Hotel grounds and—after a long 
search—failed to find a hula hula. We 
slept on the Wisconsin.

Next morning, at breakfast, I had my 
first papaia. T h at same m orning of July 
17th I led the Wisconsin Leathernecks - 
through H onolulu in the Fleet Parade. ;i 
Beautiful belles of Hawaii placed fra-  ̂
grant leis around our necks before the * 
parade started from King Street and Al
len Street (now called Ala M oana). 
Never will I forget the beautiful perfume ' 
of my first lei of frangipani (melia or 
p lum eria). Headed by m ounted police, 
under Captain Robert W aipa Parker and 
Lieutenant Richard Lane, we marched 
along-Fort, King, Alapai, Beretania, N u -^ J  
uanu, King and Richards to the water- ’ 
front where we broke formation. Gov- j 
ernor W alter Francis Frear and Rear 
Admiral Sperry reviewed the parade 
from in front of the King Street entrance ■ 
to Iolani Palace. This parade caused ~ 
some of our friends to tell us of the spec- 
tacular Floral Parade several months be-  ̂
fore in which pa-u riders participated.

Luncheon on the Wisconsin and then 
ashore to see more Hawaiian sights. We , 
rode out to Moana Hotel—and left eve- I 
njng uniforms. T hen to Kapiolani Park, j 
Here we watched world champion steer- 
roper Angus McPhee and other Hawai- j 
ian paniolas do their cowboy stunts, j 
(Next day, July 18, Kaaua beat Angus |  
McPhee at roping-and-tying.) We viewed j
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the race course where less than two weeks 
before—on July  4—Junglaus' Candy-Boy 
had defeated Fernandez’ mare Silent- 
Beauty in  a half-mile race. We also ob
served other sights and visited Makee 
Island, and the famous aquarium  which 
had opened four years before. We saw 
Sans Souci and W aikiki Inn . O n the way 
back to the O utrigger Canoe Club we 
caught a view of A inahau—former home 
of Princess Kaiulani, who had passed on 
nine years before.

After luncheon at the Moana we got 
into fresh whites and were among the 
hundreds who attended the colorful re
ception given by Captain Corwin P. 
Rees (Com m andant of the Honolulu 
Naval Station) and Mrs. Rees, at the 

\P leasan to n  Hotel, to Adm iral Sperry and 
his officers. Among the many in the re
ceiving line were Mrs. Sanford Ballard 
Dole, Mrs. George Carter, and Mrs. Fran
cis M. Swanzy.

Back to the Seaside H otel for dinner 
and then to the Moana where we shifted 
into evening uniform  for the Big Fleet 
Reception and Ball. Social engagements 
during the world-circumnavigation were 
official and performed under orders. T he 
Entertainm ent Committee in charge of 
this magnificent social event had F. L. 
W aldron as chairman, with W. H. Hoogs 
chairman of the Ball Committee, and 
W alter F. Dillingham  directly in charge 
as Floor-Manager while A. L. C. A tkin
son kept the music going.

A large dancing pavilion had been 
erected for the ball in front of the Sea- 
side’s lanai, to accommodate over five 
hundred couples. T he two hotels and the 
Outrigger Canoe Club were connected 
with a promenade boardwalk, palm- 
screened and illum inated just dimly 
enough for promenading. T he prome- 
nade-boardwalk, the Outrigger grounds, 
and the Moana pier were the most popu
lar spots for the young folks. T he entire 
area was a fairyland of greens, bunting, 
colored electric lights while the battle
ship searchlights silvered the crests of 
strand-rushing W aikiki swells. Those 
searchlights made Diamond Head stand 
out like a gilded crouching lion. Bright 
stars peeped out from the Trade-clouds 
and only once did  a valley shower of 
liquid moonlight send the dancers scur

rying to cover. Henri Berger’s orchestra, 
the Kaai Glee Club, Battleship bands, 
and the Hawaiian Double Q uintette or
chestra furnished dancible haole and H a
waiian music. Dancing was enjoyed also 
at the Moana and, more informally, on 
the Outrigger Canoe Club grounds. T he 
feathery algaroba (kiawe) and hau trees 
screened many couples from inquisitive 
eyes on the beach, although im pudent 
searchlight beams occasionally brought 
sudden feminine shrieks.

Governor Frear, Admiral Perry, and 
others in the host-line stood just beside 
the big hau tree at the Seaside and re
ceived the guests. W alter F. Dillingham 
and A. L. C. Atkinson served as major- 
domos.

Lemonade seemed to be the prevailing 
liquid present. Reports had informed the 
Fleet that the Missionaries still held rigid 
control over such things in Honolulu. I 
had reconciled myself to this arid situa
tion when a courteous civilian crooked 
my elbow in his and steered me to a very 
large tent, filled with stim ulating liquid 
refreshment. T h a t tent was a very popu
lar rendezvous and, while I cannot locate 
its site today, I somehow suspect that it 
was somewhere on the Outrigger Canoe 
Club grounds.

My last dance at the Moana that eve
ning was with a very charming Hawaiian 
maid—a bit on the buxom side—to the 
waltzing air of the Blue Danube, after 
we had strolled along the beach on the 
Diamond Head side of the hotel. Leav
ing the Moana I wandered through the 
Outrigger Canoe Club area and then 
over the promenade boardwalk to the 
Seaside. Home Sweet Home  was played 
about half-past one o’clock on the m orn
ing of the 18th; but everybody was hav
ing such a glorious time the dancing con
tinued for an hour or so more.

After the last dance I found myself, 
with a shipmate, on Kalia Road, hearing 
the sound of trolley-cars over on Waikiki 
Road (Kalakaua Avenue) but not know
ing how to get there. Finally, a horse- 
cab rolled up alongside of us. “Where 
to?" the cabbie asked. "T o the battle
ship with the biggest pile of coal along
side of her,’’ I replied. T hat information 
was sufficient and it was not long before 
the cabbie deposited us at the Wisconsin.

(T o  Be Concluded)
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