
W A I K I K I  B E F O R E  " T H E  C L U B "
By Edwin North McClellan

W aikiki, with its Regal Beach, its Royal Surf Kalehuaweha and the freshwater 
stream Apuakehau, always was there; b u t as long as transportation depended upon 
human-leg, horse, mule and outrigger-canoe, the people of H onolulu enjoyed their 
aquatic-sports in nearer localities, such as H onolulu H arbor and Kalihi. U ntil cheap 
and rap id  transportation arrived, only the Hawaiian inhabitant, and the lucky 
haole able to afford a seaside cottage, could regularly indulge in surfing-sports, at 
Waikiki.

T here were horse-races, picnics, moonlight-bathing-parties, surf boarding and out- 
riggering, a t W aikiki; b u t until the electric rapid-transit and the automobile 
replaced the horse and mule, there were
no im portant hotels and no Outrigger 
Canoe Club, at W aikiki. T h e  Gentlemen 
of Hawaii, who led in aquatic sports be
fore W aikiki became the Aquatic Center, 
were the real founders of "T he  Club.”

TQUATICS IN HONOLULU HARBOR
W ith W aikiki denied to them, by 

inadequate-form of transportation, aqua
tic men and women of Oahu used the 
H arbor for swimming, diving, canoeing, 
boat-racing, yachting, and other aquatic 
sports. Many well-known canoes ap
peared in the H onolulu H arbor races— 
Alabama (of A. H. B row n), A or A a (of 
Prince Cupid—K uhio ), Leilani (of Dr. 
Alford C. W a ll), Kapiolani (of A. L. C. 
A tkinson), Halekulani (of Dr. A. C. 
W all), Malolo (of W alter F. D illing
ham) , Kanoelani (of Prince C u p id ), 
Alexander R .  (of George S. H arris), 
Hanakeoke (of Dr. W all), and Kanikeau 
(of F. L ubeck).

Among the many swimmers and divers 
who participated in contests in the H ar
bor were: Dan Renear, George Freeth, 
Ernest Kopke, T om  Hustace, R. B. Kidd, 
Pete Barron (the "H um an Cork” and 
saver of many lives), Dad Center, Duke 
Paoa Kahanamoku, L. Cunha, G. Crozier, 
Beckert, W ill L. Lyle, Tom  Honan, Will 
Dixon, Heilbron, Kimokeo, Charles Ma- 
kanui, Henry O ’Sullivan, T inker, George 
P. Cooke, W illiam Roth, W. Campbell, 
A. S. Robertson, Carl Oss, Kerr, P. 
Foss, James Girvin, R. Ahrens, W ill M. 
Cooper, Cannavarro, Sanford, O ’Brien,
C. "G urga” Mayne, Hughes, Kennedy, 
R. Smith, J. Pattigan, Hitchcock, F. 
Wight, Jess Woods, and H. Tomlins.

Some of the officials of the H arbor 
Events were Prof. R. A. Woods, O. L. 
Sorenson, E. A. Mott-Smith, W illiam H. 
Soper, Prof. F. A. Hosmer, Dr. W. C.

Hobdy, and Charles S. Crane.
MOTION PICTURES OF SURFERS

All the time the surfboarders and out- 
riggerists kept the sport alive at Waikiki. 
In  the summer of 1898, Burton Holmes 
with his "motion-picture man, Mr. 
De Pue,” made pictures “of that popular 
sport, surf-riding.” T he Advertiser, of 
July 2, 1898, carried headlines—“Surf- 
R id in g  w ill be shown in  M otion- 
Pictures!” Burton Holmes wrote that 
"Surf-Riding is the sport par excellence." 
O ther famous visitors told of their 
pleasure at viewing Hawaii’s national 
sport.
SURFBOARDS AND OUTRIGGERS

In  1900, Mrs. W illiam H. Taft, who 
visited W aikiki with her well-known 
husband and family, saw a bronzed H a
waiian "sliding down a high white 
breaker . . . erect on a single plank.” 
(Forecast, November, 1951.) Again, in 
1904, Mr. T aft and family, visited 
Waikiki.

"At Waikiki there was the glory of the 
Surf-Boats rushing sea-tobogganing on 
the crest of the speedy wave,” wrote a 
surf-enthusiast-visitor in the Advertiser, 
on New Year’s Day, 1901.
LOSING WAIKIKI SAND

In these days of 1952 when elusive 
sand is being dumped on the Beach at 
Waikiki, our citizens should read of the 
injunction issued by the court in 1901 
to prevent "sand or gravel” being taken 
from the Beach “below high-water-mark.” 
In the legal proceedings the names of 
Kamehameha IV, A. Keohokalole, John
H. Wilson, High-Sheriff A. M. Brown, 
and former-Queen Liliuokalani, were 
mentioned.

(Continued on N ex t Page)
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T h e  M oana Hotel opened its doors on 
March 11, 1901. (Forecast, October,
1950.)
DELIGHTFUL W A IK IK I

“ It is a pleasant carriage-drive over a 
fine road . . .  to the [Royal Hawaiian] 
Hotel to the Hotel Annex on Waikiki 
Heath,” explained the Paradise o f the 
Pacific, December, 1901. “ It is really a 
delightful place with its homelike cot
tages, luxurious Pavilion, giant t rees , . . . 
old native grass house . . . H. Wingate 
Lake,” Manager. Several years later this 
Annex changed its name to the Seaside 
Hotel.

W aikiki-lnn advertised in the Ha- 
waiian Star, February 22, 1902, tha t to 
enjoy the “ finest surf-bathing and canoe
ing on the Island, take the car to W ai
kiki.”

In March of 1902 the following gentle
men wanted “Waikiki Road [Kalakaua 
Avenue] kept free from electric car 
tracks” : W. R. Castle, Sanford Ballard 
Dole, H. Ii. Cooke, W. A. Wall, Lorrin 
Andrews Thurs ton , George Paris, Alex
ander S. Cleghorn, Benjamin F. Dilling
ham, and F. W. Macfarlane.

“T h e  practice of surf-riding” is in 
dulged in by both Hawaiians and “W hite 
Persons,” reported the Paradise o f  the 
Pacific, August, 1902. Canoeing parties 
“are most popular on moonlight nights.”

In these early nineteen-hundreds San
ford Ballard Dole d id  everything pos
sible, including letters to the Secretary of 
the Interior, to prevent the U. S. Army 
securing the Waikiki Military Reserva
tion (Fort De Russv) as he believed the 
area should be devoted to civilian use.

T h e  Waikiki A quarium  was opened to 
the public on March 19, 1901. I he guests 
rode ou t in trolley-cars. Sanford Ballard 
Dole made an address.
ALICE ROOSEVELT AT W A IK IK I

Acting-Governor A. L. C. “ Jack” At
kinson w'as Chairman of the Committee 
which welcomed Bill Taft, Alice R o o s ^ ” 
velt, Nickie Longworth and CharliK. 
Curtis to H onolu lu  and Waikiki in 1905. 
“T h e  surfing is glorious!” exclaimed Alice 
as she rushed from the Beach to catch 
the Manchuria. Mrs. Longworth, Alice, 
re turned  to Waikiki in 1907, the m orn
ing newspaper explaining that she had 

(C ontinued on Page 13)
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WAIKIKI BEFORE THE "CLUB"
(C ontinued fro m  Page 10)

“resumed surf-riding which was sum
marily cut short two years ago.”
SURF-MDING FIESTA AT W AIKIKI

O n March 20, 1905, a great throng 
gathered on W aikiki Beach in front of 
the Moana Hotel and Royal Hawaiian 
Hotel Annex (later Seaside). T he Royal 
Hawaiian Band played on the end of 
the Moana Pier. One of the most in
teresting features of the day, reported the 
newspapers, was the Surfboard-Riding of 
some young men who came-in on their 
boards standing upright.
WATER CARNIVAL, NAVAL DOCKS

T he W ater Carnival at the Naval 
Docks, H onolulu Harbor, drew a tremen-

uis crowd on April 23, 1905. Dan 
.enear defeated Tom  Hustace in 50-yard 

Swim Championship. An unfortunate 
accident occurred to Hustace, and Dan, 
exhibiting excellent sporting-spirit, in
sisted that the race be re-swam a week 
later. Renear defeated both Tom  Hus
tace and Ernest Kopke. Of course, there 
were paddling and sailing canoe races in 
the W ater Carnival as there were on 
Regatta Day (in the H arbor) on Septem
ber 16, 1905.
W AIKIKI EVENTS

It was in 1906 that Dr. L. E. Pinkham 
made his realistic report and recom
m endation for the “Reclamation of the 
W aik ik i D is tr ic t.” A nd some m ore 
motion-pictures of surfing were made by 
R. K. Bonine. “T he Moana Hotel is 
''lua ted  in one of the most beautiful 

,^iots of Hawaii,” publicized the Adver
tiser, July 2, 1906, and “Surf-riding, both 
with boards and in canocs, is a favorite 
pastime with guests of the Hotel." George 
F. Macfarlane in 1906 acquired all rights 
in the Royal Hawaiian Annex and re 
named it the “H onolulu Seaside Hotel.” 
Manager Fred Church, of the Seaside, 
arranged an extravagant program for 
canoe races at W aikiki. T he "picturesque 
sport” of "surf-riding” at Waikiki, wrote 
the Hawaiian Annual, is "unknown out
side of these Islands,” and it “steadily 
grows in attractiveness to beholder and 
fascinating to participants. It is one of 
the charms and attractions of Waikiki, 
a locality famed of old for the suitable

ness of its Surf for such aquatic con
tests.” In  August, 1906, the Moana Hotel 
advertised “Canoe R iding” and “Surf- 
R iding.”
ALATAU LEONARD CHARLES ATKINSON

Secretary-of-the-Territory, A. L. C. At
kinson, is a very powerful part of the 
foundation of the Outrigger Canoe Club. 
His support and encouragement of aqua
tic sports at W aikiki stand out during 
the decade B.C. —"Before Club.” On 
December 16, 1906, “Jack” Atkinson, 
proposed to the Promotion-Committee 
that there be held a “New Year’s Regatta 
at W aikiki Beach,” to be limited to 
"Hawaiian Aquatic Sports; canoe-racing, 
surf-riding and surf-steering contests be
tween canoes.” T he residents along the 
W aikiki Beach and the Moana and Sea
side Hotels, liberally subscribed in sup
port of the project. J. F. Morgan and 
F. L. W aldron were appointed as a com
mittee to arrange for the Regatta. Here 
we have a definite beginning of an or
ganization to keep alive surfboarding 
and outriggering at Waikiki.

After being twice postponed on ac
count of unsatisfactory weather, this 
Waikiki Aquatic Regatta was staged 
beautifully on March 16, 1907. There 
were fourteen events on the program. 
Archie Robertson won the swimming 
event from Vincent (Zen) Genovcs, over 
a course from A. M. Brown’s residence 
to the Moana Pier. Diamond Head A.C. 
won the Swim Relay from the Waikiki 
Boys. T he Five-Oared Gig Race was won 
by the Kaialoha Rowing Club with the 
"Independents,” of the same Club, finish
ing second.

Dr. W all’s Hanakeoke won the Six- 
Paddle-Canoe Championship of Hawaii 
with the Keawamalie and Halekulani in 
a second-place tie. Rusty Brown's crew 
in the Hanakeoke won the Six-Paddle- 
Canoe Contest for amateurs. Kenneth 
Brown and Afong won the Canadian 
Canoe Race from Vince Genoves and 
Lane Webster.

"As far as memory of man runneth, 
there has never been such a large gather
ing of sightseers at Waikiki as that which 
spread over the grounds from Brown's 
to the Diamond-Head-end of the Mo
ana Grounds,” reported the Advertiser, 
March 17, 1907.

(Concluded on Page 15)
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WAIKIKI BEFORE THE "CLUB"
(C ontinued  from  Page 13) 

“Surf-riding on boards was an unusual 
sight lo the Visitors, as some of the stunts 
were new even to the kamaainas. H arold  
H ustace, w inner of this event, stood on 
the board, head u p  and  head dow n, and, 
as an  extra, tu rn ed  a som ersault or two.” 
Very good also, were “H arry  Steiner and 
Jam es M cCandless.”
JACK LO N DO N  VISITS W AIKIKI

T h e  Snark, carrying Jack and  C harm 
ion L ondon, anchored in Pearl H arbo r 
iu May of 1907. A fter living on the 
Peninsula a while, the L ondons moved 
in to  the ir “Brown T e n t C ottage” which 
was ju st abou t w here the O utrigger 
C anoe C lub  is now located. Fred C hurch, 
an old Yukon friend  of Jack London, 

is m anager of the Seaside and  wel- 
iiied Jack and  C harm ion. T hey  both  

wrote of the surfboard ing  and  outrigger- 
ing a t W aikiki. (Forecast, Februarv,
1951.)

R egatta Day, Septem ber 21, 1907 in 
the H arb o r saw the A or Aa defeat the 
Alabama, w ith the canoe of the K am eha
m eha A quatic C lub finishing th ird .

“W aikiki Surf-R iding” is "one of the 
charm s and  a ttractions of W aikiki,” 
again explained  the Hawaiian Annual in 
describing the Beach for 1907.

T h e  “Public  B athing-Place” on the 
form er K unst property at W aikiki was 
opened early in  1907.
MORE M O TIO N  PICTURES OF SURFIN6

B urton  Holm es arrived at H onolu lu , 
aboard  the Korea, in  January  of 1908. 

K. B onine, of the Edison Company, 
M> was in  H onolu lu . A big tripod  was 

rigged u p  on the Reef, on which Mr. 
Bonine m ounted  his m oving-picture m a
chine to ob ta in  some shots at the surf
board riders and  surf-canoers. "W hen 
B urton  Holm es first visited the Seaside 
and  suggested the form ation of the O u t
rigger C lub, he became a slave to little  
M arie Brooks, of the  Seaside H otel, with 
lit i tam e sparrow ,” reported  the news
papers.
O . C . C .  FOUNDERS

In  a la ter issue of the Forecast, the 
of the O utrigger Canoe C lub  will 

described in  detail. T h e  first pub- 
date probably was A pril 7, 1908 

it was the gentlem en whose names

you find m entioned  in  this present article 
—from  1898 to 1908—who inspired the 
creation of the O.C.C. and, indeed, made 
it possible.

PARKING LOT POLICY
It seems well to  explain  the operation  

of the P arking L ot to clear up  some mis
understanding. Several years ago the 
C lub  was faced w ith the problem  of 
securing park ing  space for its members. 
A vailable space in  W aikiki is practically 
n il and  ren ta l for such space is high. A 
C om m ittee finally secured available space 
and  park ing  was offered members on a 
m onthly  basis. I t was necessary to secure 
enough m em bers on a m onthly fee to 
guaran tee ren ta l and  personnel hire.

T oday  there are abou t 350 members 
who pay m onthly  a fee w hether they use 
the lot or not. T h e  D irectors have d i
rected the m anager not to accept any 
m ore m onth ly  parkers b u t to set u p  a 
w aiting list, filling in  any vacancies as 
they occur.

M embers who park  on m onthly fee 
basis are charged $2.00 a m onth  and  may 
use the lo t any day or every day of the 
week. M embers who are not on the 
m onthly  list are charged 25c each time 
they park  and  may not use the lot on 
Saturdays, Sundays or on holidays.

T h e  a ttendan ts are often berated by 
m em bers who do no t know the rule. 
These a ttendan ts are following instruc
tions and  cannot deviate from  the rule.

SEATTLE'S MAN OF THE 
YEAR ENJOYS O.C.C.

George G unn, president of G reater 
Seattle, Inc., chosen "m an of the year of 
Seattle,” is enjoying Hawaii and  particu 
larly W aikiki w ith Mrs. G unn  and a 
large party. W ith  him  are Mrs. H. B. 
Thom pson, an aun t, four m arried daugh
ters, Mrs. R ichard M clntier, Mrs. John 
H agen, Mrs. Carl Fenneina and Mrs.
E. V. T abiason.

Mr. G unn  is an executive of the Seattle 
C ham ber of Commerce and a m em ber of 
the M ultnom ah A thletic Club. He has 
visited H onolu lu  m any times and  loves 
the islands. T h e  party  is stopping at the 
Royal H aw aiian H otel and is being 
en terta ined  beachwise by “D ad” Center.
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