
SPRING OF 1935
(First o f T w o  Parts)

B y  E d w in  N o r t h  M c C l e l l a n

“ I t  is always S pringtim e in H aw aii,” m urm ured  the Paradise-of-the-Pacific on 
M arch 1, 1935. “W e now en te r upon  o u r  m ost beau tifu l season.” H aw aii’s con
stan t a ttra c tio n  is W aik ik i Beach, fam ous for its surf, surfboards, outrigger-canoes, 
its w arm , velvety w ater, its clean coral sands, its irresistib le near-clad ladies, the 
gay, hosp itab le  O u trigger C anoe C lub  a n d  spectacular hotels. N o restrictions as
to  b a th in g  costum es day or n igh t, and  
the  W aik ik i M oon is a rom an tic  fact. 

^ In  all the  w orld  there  is only one 
^V a ik ik i!

SAILING OUTRIGGER-CANOES
A series o f th ree  outrigger-canoe sail

ing  races was staged at W aikik i Beach 
o n  M arch  3, 10, 17, 1935. T h ey  were 
sponsored by the O u trigger C anoe C lub  
an d  L. S. Shields.

T h e  Pua A lii,  steered by D uke Paoa 
K ahanam oku, surfaced in to  the  beach 
ahead  of the  o th e r canoes in  the  first 
race; second was C enter’s-Sailer (Dad 
C en ter’s L ehua) ; th ird , Princess; fou rth , 
U’R  T e llir i  Me?. Each canoe carried  a 
guest (called “C om m odore”) of the 
R oyal H aw aiian  H ote l and  the crews 
were: Pua A lii  (C om m odore T om  Bragg, 
D uke K ahanam oku, W alter M acfarlane, 
J . S. K aup ik i ( J r . ) , B ill H ollinger) ;

J  en ter1s-Sailer o r L ehua  (Com m odore 
ob T o p p in g , Sally H ale, Chick D aniels, 
Panam a D a v e ); Princess (Com m odore 
Stanley, D ad C e n t e r ,  Miss Shields, 

T om m y M ullahey, E dric Cook) ; U’R  
T i l l in ’ Me? (Com m odore Jack Briscoe, 
J. D. K aupiko  (S r.) , Billy M ertens, 
Splash L y o n s).“T h e  outrigger-canoe sailing race..will 
be held  this afternoon  at W aikiki at 
1:30, it was announced  yesterday," re
ported  the Advertiser, M arch 10, 1935. 
T h e  "C om pet” was originally  slated for 
11:00  a.m ., b u t was changed to 1:30 p.m., 
so as to no t conflict w ith the outboard- 
m o to r a ttrac tion  on Ala M oana C hannel 
fea tu ring  L ore tta  T u rn b u ll . Bobby Roth- 
w ell’s canoe won this race. T h e  details 
of this race apparen tly  were blacked out

of the new spapers by descriptions of the 
s tirring  ou tboard -m otor races on the Ala 
M oana C hannel starring  L ore tta  T u rn 
bull.

T h e  th ird  and  last race of this series 
was won by U ’R  T e llin ’ Me? (Dave, 
Sam and  Bill K ahanam oku an d  Freddy 
W i l h e l m ) .  Center’s-Sailer (Lehua) — 
crewed by Bob T o p p in g , P anam a Dave, 
Jo h n n y  Gomes, Sally H ale, Chick D an
iels, T om m y K iakona—finished second 
b u t was disqualified for touching a buoy. 
T h is  m oved the R othw ell canoe u p  to 
second place. T h e  canoe steered by Dad 
C enter also was disqualified. Jo h n  D. 
K aupiko (Jr.) ’s "also ra n ” canoe was 
crewed by K aupiko, Sargent K ahana
m oku and  W illiam  “Z ip” Hong.

T h e  canoe steered by Bobby R othw ell 
and  his younger b ro ther won the series 
w ith  eight points, topp ing  the T o p p in g  
canoe w hich scored six points. D uke Ka
hanam oku and  Dave K ahanam oku tied 
for the nex t place w ith  five points each.

(Continued on Page 17)
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SPRING OF 1935
(Continued from  Page 4)

OUTBOARD MOTOR RACING
Loretta Turnbull, W orld’s Champion 

girl out board-motor boat racer, arrived 
at Honolulu on the Turnbull private 
motor-yacht Mary Irene on - March 7, 
1935. Loretta won several races in her 
Sunkist Kid Eleventh on March 10, 1935, 
on the Ala Moana Channel from Jack 
Briscoe, Louis Abrams, James Lovell 
and Hugh Patten. Earl Thacker was 
Chairman of the Committee on Arrange
ments; Sheriff Duke Kahanamoku and 
his brother Dave were the starters, while 
Harbor Master James Friel and Alvin 
Smith were the finish judges.

Louis Abrams made a great cleanup 
f the outboard-motorboat races in Ho- 
olulu Harbor ,on May 30, 1935, van

quishing his rivals Jack Briscoe, Joe 
Santos and Jim m ie Lovell.
SPRING VISITORS TO W AIKIKI

Loretta Turnbull, world-famous out
board-motorboat champion arrived at 
Honolulu on March 7; M-G-M movie- 
actor Jimmy Ellison arrived aboard 
the Malolo on M a rch  7; M an u el 
Quezon (President, Philippine Senate 
and later Commonwealth President) 
passed through Honolulu on President 
Coolidge, with Manuel Roxas (later, 
President), March 8; Zona Gale (accom
panied by her husband William L. 
Breese), came to Honolulu aboard Lur
line on March 14, to lecture at Univer
sity; Sheila Macdonald (youngest daugh
ter of British Prime Minister Ramsay 
^jlacdonald) passed through Honolulu 
March 15 en route to Vancouver from 
Melbourne; on March 19, Phillips Lord 
(known as Seth Parker) arrived at Ho
nolulu on Mariposa from Samoa where 
he had left his disabled four-master Seth 
Parker; Clara Blandick (stage and screen 
star) arrived at Honolulu aboard Presi
dent Adams, March 22, 1935; Anna 
Louise Strong (who had made her home 
in Moscow, Russia, for the past thirteen 
years) told an audience of 150 luncheon 
guests at Waikiki Lau Yee Chai, that 
"Russia, as a result of the Fwe-Year- 
Plan, today feels itself completely secure 
against anything that may happen”— 
(Star-Bulletin, March 27, 1936); Noel 

Coward arrived at Honolulu aboard

Malolo, March 21; Carl Brisson (noted 
film star and songster), with Mrs. Bris
son, dropped in on Lurline, March 28; 
Robert P. Scripps (Publisher of news
paper) arrived on Lurline, February 28, 
and on April 30, 1935, a picture in Ad
vertiser portrayed Mr. Scripps "sunning 
himself” at Waikiki; Mrs. and Captain 
James D. Willson (U. S. Navy)., later 
President of the Outrigger Canoe Club, 
returned to Hawaii aboard the Malolo 
on May 2, 1935, after an absence of two 
years.
MT FIFTH VISIT TO HAWAII

T he Dollar Liner President Adams 
docked at Pier Eight shortly after six 
o’clock on the morning of March 22,1935. 
I was enroute to Shanghai (via Ja p a n ). 
Also on the way to Shanghai was Cap
tain Felix X . Gygax (T rip le -X ), U. S. 
Navy (who had organized the Sub Base 
at Pearl H arbor), under orders to suc
ceed Captain Chester William Nimitz 
as Commanding Officer of the Flagship 
Augusta. (At Shanghai I enjoyed several 
interesting conversations with Captain 
Nimitz.) At Honolulu I was quoted in 
the Star-Bulletin and Advertiser concern
ing problems likely to arise under regu
lar Trans-Pacific Air Service, which 
started in 1935, particularly American 
protection of such air transportation. I 
had not been in Hawaii since November 
15, 1927, on which date I had sailed for 
San Francisco aboard the U. S. .Army 
Transport St. Mihiel. In the following 
years I had enjoyed San Francisco, San 
Diego, Portland (Oregon), Nicaragua 
(during the Sandinista W ar), Quantico, 
Washington City (a long tim e), Haiti 
(where I assisted in the reception of 
President Franklin Delano Roosevelt in 
July of 1934 before he arrived at Hono
lulu) , and Philadelphia.' Of course on 
this 1935 visit I saw Waikiki and dropped 
in on my old friend the Outrigger Canoe 
Club. We sailed aboard the President 
Adams from Honolulu about six o’clock 
on the evening of March 22, 1935, for 
Kobe, Japan.
MORE NOTED VISITORS

The Hamburg-American Liner Reso
lute, with about 336 passengers (includ
ing Walter Camp, Jr.) docked at Pier 
Eight, May 1, 1935; Gene and Mrs. 
Tunney were through passengers on the
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President C oolidge, May 3; members of 
the Garden Club of America were guests 
of Hawaii in May; Jeannette MacDonald 
sailed home from Honolulu on M alolo, 
May 4; Warner Baxter (motion picture 
celebrity) sailed for California on May 
4; Assistant Secretary of the Navy Henry 
Latrobe Roosevelt (cousin of F.D.R.) 
arrived May 22, and departed May 27.

WAIKIKI HEARS OF TELEVISION
Jack W. Loeb, a retired vice-president 

of the Fox Film Corporation, arriving 
at Honolulu on the Em press o f Britain, 
spent many hours at Waikiki. “A sun
tanned man sprawled on Waikiki-famed 
sands” declared that the Talkies have 
“the Spector of Television” and that 
“within the next five years television  will 
be in every home that has a radio”— 
(Star-Bulletin , April 26, 1935).

Authority to improve and protect 
Waikiki Beach would be given to the 
Board of Harbor Commissioners under 
the provisions of a bill which Raymond
C. Brown introduced into the House of 
Representatives on March 29, 1935.

“Knute Cottrell has for several years 
been 'Superintendent of the War Me
morial Natatorium,” wrote Don Watson 
in the Star-Bulletin, April 4, 1935.

KUHIO HOME ACQUIRED BY CITY
“Mayor Fred Wright and the Super

visors have made a definite decision to 
purchase the Waikiki property known 
as the old Kuhio Home,” reported the 
Star-Bulletin, March 23, 1935. The 
Henry Waterhouse Trust C om pany 
brought foreclosure of a mortgage against 
this estate. Mrs. Elizabeth K. Woods 
(widow of Prince) Estate was owner, 
and Judge Norman D. Godbold’s court 
was the site of the action. The property 
was being administered by the Bishop 
Trust Company, but with title in the 
Kapiolani Estate. The Estate stood on 
the m akai side of Kalakaua Avenue fac
ing Liliuokalani and embraced 11,856 
square feet.
SWIMMING

“Nobody knows how fast he [Duke 
Kahanamoku] could swim in the old 
days because there was nobody able to 
give him a real battle,” explained Lloyd 
(Poupou) Conkling as reported in the 

Advertiser, March 2, 1935. Richard

Cooke and David Livingston were mem
bers of the Yale University Swimming 
Team  in 1935. Harry Field returned to 
Honolulu on March 5, 1935, and he was 
honored with a party at the Moana Ho
tel on March 6, 1935. Dad Center and 
Sheriff Kahanamoku made short talks. 
“Harry received his swimming instruc
tions under Dad Center,” reported the 
Advertiser. . . . "Nuff sed!”

MAY DAY IS LEI DAY
A three-day Festival commenced on 

May Day and Lei Day in 1935. Mabel 
Likelike Lucas was Lei-Day Queen. Nina 
Cooper was crowned University of Ha
waii Campus Queen. Three days of Ha
waiian joy. About 500 guests joined in 
a Luau  and H oloku  Ball at the Royal 
Hawaiian Hotel on May 3, to close tha 
triple Festival. Waikiki and the OutJ 
rigger Canoe Club were gay all three 
days.

The Waikiki Beach Patrol gave excel
lent services this Spring of 1935.

(T o  B e Continued)

BEACH PATROL EMBLEM
The Board of Directors have instructed 

the Club attorney to apply for and se
cure a copyright of the Beach Patrol 
emblem. It is quite striking and should 
be protected.

HAWAIIAN AQUATIC HALL OF FAME
In addition to those published in the. 

Forecast beginning with the April, 199^ 
issue, the Editor has received the f o l 
lowing nom inations:

Swimming, Male: Edmond Center (alias "Mike” 
and “Ted”) ; Harold Hustace; Richard Holstein.

Swim-Dive Coaches: Rollie Higgins; Mickey 
Bowers; Pete Powlinson.

Outrigger Canoe Paddling, Male: Eaton Ma- 
goon; Dude Lemon; Alfred Young; Elmer Evans; 
Babe Pratt; Marmion Magoon; Dave Peterson; 
Robert Sinclair.

Yachting: T. W. Hobron; T. E. Wall; Jerry 
Sheeley.

Oarsmen: R. Parker; A. Lyle; A. Branch.
Fishing: Abraham Kuailani (sea-bass 276 lbs. 

in 1952); Dave Pietsch (454 lb. m arlin ); (for 
comparison, world record catch claimed of a 
1,135 lb. marlin, 14 feet 8 inches long and 6 
feet circumference, off Cape Blanca near Talara, 
Peru, 1952).

Fishing, Spear: John L. Palanay shot 48 lb. 
ulua, 1952.
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