
Waikiki in the "Easy Eighties"
B y  E d w in  N o r t h  M c C l e l l a n

(Third  and Concluding Article)

Dae to lack of space in the last issue this article was held over. An interesting 
article on the founding of the Club will appear in the Mav issue as May is our 
anniversary date.

E d w in  N. M c C l e l l a n

Sun kissed W aikik i Beach, a Curvaceous Coral Crescent crowned with green grace- 
fully waving palm fronds, was a contented part of Paradise in the Dream Decade of 
the Easy Eighties. The Beach was natural, pleasing and sufficient, un-marred by 
man, well-guarded by the Coral Reef.

There were no groins or walls at W aik ik i Beach to taint or taunt Nature, no
buildings encroached seriously on the 
Beach. D iamond Head, as always, was 

part of the picturesque scene. The Koo- 
lau Mountains, in perpetual Spring at
tire, smiled continuously on the Beach 
at W aikiki. Indeed, The Beach truly was 
a place to relax, dream and forget. The 
Outrigger Canoe C lub was not missed 
because its creation had not been con
ceived.

SURFBOARD AN D OUTRIGGER NEVER IN 
DANGER O F BECOM IN G EXTINCT

The freshwater stream Apuakehau — 
some called it the Manoa Stream—and 
Lagoon, were there where the Outrigger 
Canoe C lub now stands so superbly. O u t
rigger canoes and surfboards loafed on 

the Beach. Or, guided by expert kama- 
aina or m alih in i—Polynesian or Cauca
sian—hands, came to energetic life and 
proudly rode the wonderful W aikik i b il
lows and crests of the regal Kalehuawehe 
surf. There never was any danger of surf- 
boarding, outriggering and other aquatic 
sports of Hawaii, becoming extinct at 
W aikik i in the Easy Eighties or any other 
period. Only a tourist, with a self-serving 
mind, could have thought so.

KA LA KA U A  AN D U LIU O K A LA N I LIVE  
AT W A IK IK I

Kalakaua was King of Hawaii in the 
Easy Eighties and lived a goodly part of 
each year at his modest Beach Palace 
Pua-lei-lani. His sister, Princess Liliuo- 
kalani also resided at the Beach. No 
monarch in  the whole wide world melded 
more perfectly with the environment of 
the Easy Eighties than Kalakaua. He had

many famous visitors to his Beach Pal
ace, not the least of whom was Robert 
Louis Stevenson.

K IN G  KALAKAU A STARTED AND ENDED 
TRIP AROUND W ORLD AT W A IK IK I

Kalakaua started and ended his world- 
encircling tour at W aikiki Beach. The 
King and his Attorney-General, W illiam  
N. Armstrong, sat talking on the Beach 
one morning of January in 1881. “I mean 
to take a trip around the world,” said 
Kalakaua, “and you must go with me.” 
The surf of the Pacific Ocean, foaming 
over the Coral Reef, rolled almost to 
their feet. Early in 1881, the King and 
his suite boarded the City of Sydney for 
San Francisco where they embarked on 
the Oceanic. Sailing from the Golden 
Gate in February they passed six hundred 
miles south of W aikiki on the way to 
Japan. Princess Liliuokalani, a lover of 
W aikiki, was by royal proclamation, 
designated Regent during her royal 
brother’s absence.

Ten months later the King and Mr. 
Armstrong sat on the Beach of Waikiki. 
“Well, we did it, Armstrong,” said the 
King. "Yes, your Majesty, your world- 
encircling tour started and ended at the 

spot where we now sit.”

PRINCE OSCAR OF SW EDEN VISITS W A IK IK I

Prince Oscar of Sweden visited Ha
waii in 1884 (Advertiser, August 9, 1926) 
and enjoyed the natural luxury of W ai
kiki. Years before, in the Fifties, Captain 
Virgin, of the warship Galathea, nego- 
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