
ANCESTRAL OUTRIGGER CANOE CLUB 
By E D W I N N O R T H M C C L E L L A N 

Polynesian roots of the Outrigger Canoe Club have been nourished for 
over eight centuries by every grain of Waikiki sand and every drop of 
Pacific water that caressed the Coral Curve. Those roots have sent ub many 
structures to comfort aquatic humans but it was not until May 1 1908 
that the greatest of all appeared-our own sturdy Outrigger Canoe Club' 
the Golden Anniversary of which we commemorate May 1, 1958. Twenty-
five years later will come our Quinseptuagesimal. 

EDWIN N . MCCLELLAN 

A symbolic Rainbow of Ancient Promise always has arched over the King of Beaches 
from the Ala Moana to Diamond Head. It pledges that as long as the Soul of OCC 
lives, Surf-Sports will never disappear from Waikiki. The Lovely Spirit of Waikiki 
forever has whispered into kamaaina ears—"keep alive your Polynesian heritage." 
Aloha to all those who, down the centuries, have retained for us the sports that 
made Waikiki famous round the world. . 

was James Dodd's Long Branch Baths to 
which Dodd's Bus would convey one. 

VISITORS PRAISE W A I K I K I 

One has not enjoyed Hawaii until 
Waikiki has been visited! Nathaniel Port-
lock and George Dixion who, in 1786, 

; sent a party from the King George and 
•Queen Charlotte to "discover" Waikiki 
Beach, saw King Kahekili's surfers off 
the Beach. Master William Barkley an-

i chored the first haole ship—the Imperial 
Eagle—off the famous Crescent Curve. 
Joseph Ingraham was in command of the 

[ first American ship to visit Waikiki—the 
1 Hope. 

One after another they came to wor-
s h i p nature at the Spurting Waters— 
l George Vancouver in 1793; Jonathan 
Thorn of the Tonquin in 1811; John 

I Marshall Gamble in the U.S.S. Sir An-
i Irew Hammond in 1814; Lord George 
. Anson Byron in 1825; Herman Melville; 
[Edwin Booth; Chester Smith Lyman who, 
i in 1846, enjoyed the Young Chiefs OCC 
at Waikiki with calabashes of water as a 

jshowerbath; Mark Twain; Crown Prince 
l Oscar of Sweden in 1884; Charles War-
I en Stoddart; Robert Louis Stevenson; 

Joaquin Miller; Matthew Arnold; Wil-
liam Howard Ta f t and Bob I aft in 1900; 
Jack London and Burton Holmes. Those 
are just a few! 

JAMES DODD'S L O N G BRANCH BATHS 

T h e Easy Eighties will never return to 
•Waikiki. In those carefree years a surfer 
reached the haven of Waikiki by hiking, 
horse-riding, carriage or bus, bicycling or 
outrigger. Right on the spot, where the 
OCC clubhouse now adorns the beach, 

HOLMES, FIRST MOVIES, SURFING 

Burton Holmes arrived at Honolulu 
aboard the Moana in June of 1898. He 
made the first movies of surfing at Wai-
kiki. Prominent people, including Prin-
cess Kaiulani, and a large fleet of outrig-
gers, were shown in the pictures. The 
Princess had her own Outrigger Canoe 
Club. 

MARSHAL BROWN'S OUTRIGGER CANOE CLUB 

But it was Marshal Arthur M. Brown 
who had the nearest thing to an OCC, 
ten years before the OCC's natal day. 
Burton Holmes was entertained at Wai-
kiki by Marshal Brown with a luan fea-
turing a po/-fattened dog. They all went 
outriggering in the "Marshal's Fleet of 
Five Canoes" out to the Royal Surf Kale-
huaweha. 

"Mr. Brown's Lanai . . . really was the 
Home of the Outrigger Canoe Club," 
wrote Mr. Holmes ten years later. 
W A I K I K I CANOES IN REGATTA DAY RACES 

For a long time kamaainas of Waikiki 
had owned canoes. In 1900, on Regatta 
Day, Arthur M. Brown's Alabama won 
the Six Paddle Outrigger Race in the 
Harbor of Honolulu. From then on many 
Waikiki canoes were victorious on Re-
gatta Days. They and their owners and 
crews later helped create the OCC. Ala-
bama, Waikiki, Puakalani, Malolo, Aa 
or A, Halekulani, Keomoku, Hanakeoki 
and others. Arthur M. Brown, Walter 
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F. Dillingham, Dr. Alfred C. Wall and 
Prince Kuhio were a few of the owners. 
THE OLD M O A N A PIER 

The Old Moana Pier, c o n s t r u c t e d 
about 1890, was present as Nature's Ka-
huna to bless the OCC on May 1, 1908. 
In early days it jutted out from the Amer-
ican Legation Moana of American Min-
ister Harold M. Sewall. July 4, 1898 was 
a notable occasion when Minister Sewall 
held a reception attended by a member 
of OCC's Hall of Fame—President-Gov-
ernor-Judge Sanford Ballard Dole. 
M O A N A HOTEL O P E N S - 1 9 0 1 

The Moana Hotel opened its doors on 
March 11, 1901, to form with the Royal 
Hawaiian Annex (Seaside), across the 
stream Apuakehau, an attractive site for 
the OCC. Already there were suggestive 
whispers heard for an OCC. 
D O W N THE PRE-OCC YEARS 

Down the pre-OCC years, surfing at 
Waikiki was glorious and never in danger 
of extinction. Surfriding was practiced by 
both Hawaiians and Whites. On March 
20, 1905, a great throng gathered in front 
of the hotels as the Royal Hawaiian 
Band played on the Moana Pier. Young 
surfers rode standing upright on their 
boards that day. 

"The surfing is glorious!" exclaimed 
Alice Roosevelt in July of 1905. 

Harold Hustace was the Waikiki Surf-
board Champion of 1906. In this year, 
George F. Macfarlane acquired the Royal 
Hawaiian Annex and renamed it the Sea-
side Hotel. Seaside Manager Fred Church 
sponsored surfing. 
N E W YEAR'S R E G A T T A — 1 9 0 7 

Alatau Leonard Charles Atkinson laid 
many a coral block in the foundation of 
the Outrigger Canoe Club. On Decem-
ber 16, 1906, he proposed to the Promo-
tion Committee that a "New Year's 
Regatta, Waikiki Beach," be held, limited 
to "Hawaiian Aquatic Sports" on surf-
boards and in outrigger canoes and swim-
ming. J. F. Morgan and F. L. Waldron 
were appointed a committee to arrange 
the Regatta. 

There we have a definite beginning of 
the OCC. Weather interfered and the 
Waikiki Aquatic Regatta was not held 
until March 16, 1907, when a program 
of fourteen events was run off. Familiar 

canoe names appeared in this Regat ta-
Hanakeoke, Halekulani and Keawamalit 
—while a few person-names were: Archit 
Robertson, A. M. B r o w n , Kenneth 
Brown, Vince Genoves, J. F. Morgan, F 
L. Waldron, Lane Webster, Dr. Alford 
C. Wall, Harold Hustace (surfboard, 
winner), Harry Steiner, and James Mc 
Candless. Practically the entire chartei 
membership of the future OCC were con 
testants, officials or spectators. "As far a? 
the memory of man runneth, there never 
has been such a large gathering," re-, 
ported the Advertiser. 
MORE V I S I T O R S - 1 9 0 7 A N D 1 9 0 8 

Jack and Charmian London in the 
summer of 1907 lived in their "Brown 
Tent Cottage" on the present site of the 
OCC. Alice Roosevelt returned to Wai 
kiki as Mrs. Nicholas Longworth in July 
of 1907. A. H. Ford visited Hawaii 
for a short while in 1907 but made nc 
recommendations for an OCC. R. K. 
Bonine, an eminent motion-picture pho-
tographer, visited Waikiki in 1908 and. 
gave the King of beaches additional 
prestige. 
BURTON HOLMES A N D A. H. F O R D - 1 9 0 8 

Burton Holmes arrived back on the 
Siberia March 3, 1908. Alexander Hume 
Ford landed from the Moana the next 
day. Ella Wheeler Wilcox was here at the 
time. 
BURTON HOLMES' SURFBOARD CARNIVAL 

"Mr. Holmes has become the hero of 
the youngsters at Waikiki," explainedr 

the Advertiser of March 12, 1908. "They 
are arranging A Surfboard Carnival for 
him on March thirteenth, while their 
elders close the sport with an outrigger 
canoe race." 

"Both Mr. Holmes and Mr. Bonine 
were at the Moana Hotel, on March 13, 
1908, trying to get a lifelike pictures of 
the surfriders and canoes," reported the 
Evening Bulletin of March 14th. "There 
were many on the lawn who watched 
with interest the many canoes and surf 
riders." 
W A I K I K I CLUBHOUSE FOR SURFERS 

"Honolulu is to have a Clubhouse at* 
Waikiki Beach for Surf b o a r d e r s and 
those interested in Canoe-Surfing," an-
nounced the Evening Bulletin, March 14, 
1908. "Mr. Archibald Stout (Manager) 
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ind Wil l iam Lishman (Proprietor) of the 
seaside Hotel, at the request of A. H. 
to rd , granted the site and A. L. C. At-
iinson has promised to promote and or-
ganize the Club. Burton Holmes and 
£. K. Bonine are registered as the first 
ind most enthusiastic non-resident mem-
»ers." 
i U R T O N H O L M E S A N D O C C 

"Bur ton Holmes was bubbl ing over on 
March thir teenth . . . while looking over 
lie ground upon which he hopes the 

Lanai Clubhouse will grow dur ing his 
Ibsence from Hawaii ," reported the Bul-
letin. 

" T h e only marvel to me," Holmes said 
:o the Bulletin reporter on this pioneer 
date of March thir teenth, "is that it never 
nas been done before. W h e n I first came 
:o Hawaii ten years ago it was Mr. 
Brown's Lanai that was really the home 
l>f the Outrigger Canoe Club as it is to-
;lay. . . . I believe that the building of a 

anai, for those who wish to own canoes 
nut have no place to keep them, is a 
p l e n d i d idea." 
A N N U A L O U T R I G G E R A N D B O A R D RACES 

Burton Holmes looked at the OCC site 
a* he spoke. "The re should be a large 
non-resident membership. . . . One man 
o look after surfboards and canoes will 

oe the only force needed so that the sur-
plus f rom dues not needed in adding 
more hau trees can be devoted to cups 
m d prizes and the expense of conducting 
Annual Outrigger Canoe Races and Car-
nivals, while an Annua l Surfboard Series 
Lf Races would not only tend to keep 
[live this King-of-Sports as Jack London 
aamed it, b u t should attract visitors from 
111 parts of America." 

JARAH PARK CANOE RACE JULY 13 
T h e first annual Sarah Park Memorial 

i ivitational Canoe Race will be held 
Ally 13 in W a i k i k i by the Waikiki 
iurf Club, Allen Bostick, president, an-
lounced recently. 

T h e race is being held in recognition 
>f Miss Park's long-time effort to stimu-
ate interest in Hawaiian water sports. 
, Miss Park, who was an active member 
>1 the Waikiki Surf Club, died in a plane 
:rash over Windward Oahu while cover-
rig the seismic (tidal) wave last March 
or the Star-Bulletin. 

[ 

PRE-PADDLING PATTER 
By FRED H E M M I N G S 

Well, here we go again! It seems this 
paddling routine is a never-ending task. 
T o spectators watching a canoe race, and 
even to the participants in the canoe, it's 
not realized just how much planning is 
necessary before a regatta can be staged. 
Apparently, it's getting tougher all the 
time, for this year there has been no break 
in monthly meetings of the Hawaiian 
Canoe Racing Association. Heretofore, 
the season has been closed with a meeting 
following the T e r r i t o r i a l Champion-
ships, giving the coaches and H.C.R.A. 
delegates a four or five month break from 
gathering around the table once a month 
to make momentuous decisions. Cur-
rently, yours truly and Coach Downing 
have been maintaining the Outrigger's 
representation during the off-season so 
that the Club's program can be geared 
to any new format or requirement im-
posed upon it by the association. 

For those interested and to indicate the 
need for planning on the part of the Club 
authorities the following are listed as the 
sponsored races for the coming '58 sea-
son—Maritime Day, May 24; Kameha-
meha Day, June 15; Oahu Champion-
ships, July 20, and the Terri torial Cham-
pionships, August 2, at Kauai. T o the 
naked eye a short season; however, we are 
pleased to announce that at long last the 
association has come around to taking a 
step long advocated by the Outrigger 
delegation. Outrigger, the sponsor of the 
July 4th's Macfarlane Day regatta, has 
never been able to get this event out from 
under the sponsorship of the association, 
which has meant that although Outrigger 
puts u p the awards, does the work, sets 
the course and provides the assistance to 
the officials, the Club has been forced to 
have some decisions and some of the 
methods used in running the regatta im-
posed upon it by the association and 
other clubs which are getting a free ride. 
Therefore, it is pleasant to announce that 
the regattas have been listed as sponsored 
and unsponsored. Sponsored races are 
under the complete jurisdiction of the 
H.C.R.A. Unsponsored race means that 
the club staging the regatta can select the 
type course it desires, choose the number 
and length of races it desires, and gen-

(Over) 

] 


