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As the Annual Meeting of February 26, 
1979, was called to order by outgoing 
President Will iam J. Eggers Ill, every 

parking space on the premises was fi lled and 
every available chair wa brought into the 
Dining Room in an attempt to accommodate the 
overflow crowd. Members commented that it 
appeared to be the best attended meeting in Club 
history. The large turn out was clue not to any 
controversial issues that would come before the 
membersh ip this day, but simply a sign of emhu
sia m and support. 

President Eggers, in his opening remarks, 
tated, "Thar quiet little Club on the shores of 

Waikiki Beach, with its sleepy-eyed members 
lounging among the grass shacks, now lives only 
in our memories. The Club is now a three 
million dollar business." 

The road from quiet little Club to 
multi-million dollnr enterprise had been 
successfully traveled ro be sure, but the voyage 
had been anything but smooth. 

During the 71 years since Alexander Hume 
Ford first approached a group of young surfers and 
convinced them of the need to establish a club to 
perpetuate ancient Hawaiian water sports, the 
Outrigger Canoe Club had faced a number of 
crises, including a physical relocation, and found 
itself on the brink of extinction more than once. 
But it had weathered the storms and was now a 
financially sound and successful institution with a 
reputation throughout the world as a first class 
beach club. 

By the time the seventies rolled around, the 
Outrigger was firmly established in its new 
location, as though it had always been there, 
nestled comfortably at the foot of Diamond 
Head. The view looking back toward the old site 
had changed considerably. The ubiquitous cranes 
and pile drivers that had dominated the skyline 
for everal years had done their job and moved 
on to orher places, replaced by towering concrete 
structures. 

Only 19 years after it was built, the Waikiki 
Biltmore, once the tallest building in Waikiki, 
was demolished to make room for an even larger 
trucrure. The Hyatt Regency rose from the 

rubble, a grand and elegant structure conceived 
by developer Chris Hemmeter, a relatively new 
face in the Islands. An Outrigger member, 
Hemmeter was a visionary and a man of action 
who helped to change the face of Waikiki and 
other resort areas in Hawaii beyond recognition. 
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The Outrigger Canoe Club had changed a 
well. Many of the "oldtimers" had pa eel on. 
There were new faces in the Dining Room, on 
the beach and volleyball courts. A new 
generation of youngsters crowded around the 
Snack Bar and new crew members manned the 
canoe for the ever increasing slate of races 
during "paddling season." 

The new faces on the Board of Directors 
were younger, with hardly a gray hair among 
them. With the tremendous influx of new 
re idents into the rate, the Club wa no longer 
strictly a kamaaina institution. Newcomers 
found the Outrigger a place to make new friends 
and to get involved in athletics and social events. 
For many, it wa a home away from home. The 
Club became more and more family oriented as 
second and third generations of youngsters 
appeared on the scene. From toddlers to 
teenagers, the younger set made their presence 
known around the premi e . 

Not only was the Club losing many of its 
older nnd revered members, but several of the 
Club's most popular and well-liked employees 
retired after years of fa ithful service. 

Some of the "old-timers" were irreplaceable, 
like everyone's favorite waitress, "Mama Helen," 
Ki hida who spent 23 years at the Outrigger until 
her 197 1 retirement. She came to work at the 
Club in Augu t of 1944 and told tories of 
wearing her gas mask around her waist as she 
waited on guests in the Club's Dining Room 
during World War II. 

"Mama Helen" always brought a smile to 
each table she waited on with her own style of 
impeccable service. "Mama Helen's" life ambition 
was to visit her ancestral home in Japan. In 
1968, her fellow employees and Club members 
chipped in so that she could fulfi ll her dream. 

In 1972, George "Fujisan" Fujishige, who 
spent 29 years of his life on the Club staff, laid 
down his paint brush at the Club for the last 
time. "Fuj isan's" retirement party was a grand 
affair with a huge turnout of employees and 
members gathering to wish him well. Starting as 
a waiter, his ability as a painter and "jack of all 
trades" soon became apparent and he was 
transferred to maintenance where he was a 
valued and reliable employee for so many years. 
Whenever something needed fix ing, it was 
"Fujisan" who was called to the scene. 

Even as a new generation took over the 
reins, the old traditions that had molded and 
shaped the Outrigger continued. The roots of 
the trees at the "new" Hau Terrace were now 
fu lly embedded in the sands of Diamond Head 
and the Terrace continued to be the Club's most 
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popular gathering plnce, just a it had been at 
Waikiki. 

In the Dining Room, mahimahi was till the 
mo t popular entree on the menu and Primo beer 
the drink of preference. The annual Luau, 
Christmas Day Open House <1nd New Ye<1r' Eve 
party were <lS popular a ever nnd a variety of 
other social activities continued to attract 
members and gue ts in large numbers. 

Popular musical groups, like Sunday Manoa 
and Richard K<1uhi , serenaded on the Hau 
Terrace on Friday nights and members and guests 
gathered to dance and enjoy the convivial 
atmosphere. 

At the annual meeting of 1970, as the new 
decade began, the large t number of votes in the 
Club's history was cast. Member hip wa at a 
all-time high, with a total of 2,983 members in 
all classe . Nearly 250 new members had joined 
in the preceding 12 month period, causing 
ceilings to be imposed in nearly all categories and 
prompting an increase in ini tiation fees, with 
regular members paying the astronomical sum of 
$1 ,000 to join. 

But times were good and the waiting lists 
grew longer. For the first time in Outrigger 
history, there were more applicants than could be 
accepted under the established quotas. Monthly 
dues for regular members was increased to $30 
and people were happy to pay it. Many former 
members who had re igned rather than accept 
cl1e move, applied for reinstatement and were 
welcomed back with open arm . 

The Admissions Committee was retitled 
the Admissions and Membership Committee and 
was given a wider range of responsibilities. 
Criteria for membership was established with spe
cial emphasis on younger families who would 
grow with the Club. 

The seventies saw a tremendous surge in 
participation in the many vigorous athletic pro
grams that covered a wide variety of activities. 
In addition to the water sports of canoeing, surf
ing, swimming, paddleboard racing and Hobie 
Cat sailing, competition was keen in volleyball, 
tennis, golf, running, and mountain ball. 

Women's paddling events made giant 
strides. In 1974, the Dad Center Memorial 
Canoe Race, sponsored by the Outrigger Canoe 
Club, was established in honor of the late, great 
Dad Center who had done so much for the 
Club's athletic programs and who was credited 
with being the father of Hawaiian outrigger 
canoe racing in the early 1900s. 

The race was the first and only open ocean, 
long-distance koa event of its kind for women, 
and over the years became one of the most popu-



lar and looked-forward-to races of paddling sea
son. The Outrigger wahine won the inaugural 
ten-mile race from Hawaii Kai Marina to the 
Outrigger Beach in one hour and 21 minutes. 
That first crew consisted of Kristy Muller, 
Stephany Sofas, Moira Scully, Maile Morgan, 
Laurie Cundall, Tracy Haworth, Heidi 
Hemming , Jill Maguire, and Lynn Mason. The 
Outrigger wahine would win it for the next four 
con ecutive years. 

The long awaited fir t annual women's 
Molokai race was held in 1979, covering the 
arne 42-mile course as the men. The Outrigger 

wahine won the race in five hours and 35 min
utes, beating out rivals Hui Nalu and the tena
cious Balboa Bay team from California. 

Coached by Tom Conner, the first crew for 
that memorable race consisted of Anita Minteer, 
Kaiulu Downing, Sue Oldt, Tiare Richert, Diana 
Smart, Anne Hogan, Connie Maguire, Sharon 
Binrliff, Suzy Johnston, Monte Costa, lvlichele 
Sr. John and Tracy Phillips. 

As they approached the fini h, the 
Outrigger's canoe was so far in the lead that 
coach Conner instructed the paddlers from his 
vantage point in the accompanying Boston 
Whaler, to take the time to don their team shirts 
in order to look good for the photographers lined 
up on the beach ready to snap pictures of the 
winning crew. 

The Club fared well in other events 
throughout the decade, with the "senior six" 
gulping champagne from the coveted Matson sil
ver bowl at the Macfarlane Regatta year after 
year. Outrigger was overall winner of the popular 
event six times during the decade, chalking up an 
unprecedented 50 point lead in 1970. 

Despite especially rough surf in 197 1, which 
caused 30 canoes to swamp, the Outrigger came 
through again, only to lose by one point the fol
lowing year in a hotly contested race. In 1974 
they rega ined the championship and won it for 
the next three years in a row. The Club paddled 
their way to six State Champion hips as well. 

An exciting new event was introduced in 
December of 1978 with the First Annual Waikiki 
Ocean Paddleboard Race, sponsored by the 
Outrigger. Covering a distance of 10,000 meters, 
the race began and ended at Outrigger Beach, 
proceeding out to a flag one half mile seaward, 
then to the Diamond Head buoy, to another 
buoy near the Hilton Hawaiian Village and back 
by the same route. Of 25 contestants who started 
the race that first year, 23 finished. The winner, 
Chuck Kelley, established a record time of one 
hour, 17 minutes and two seconds. 

Year after year throughout the '70s the 

Outrigger developed outstanding volleyball temns 
in all age groups, sexes and categories. A variety 
of intra-club tournaments involved youngster a 
well as those over 75. (The combined age of both 
players must equal or exceed that number). 

Yearly Outrigger team competed against 
the best in the nation at the AAU and United 
States Volleyball Association National 
Champion hips held in cities around the country. 
Olympian Tom Haine and Charl ie Jenkins were 
selected to the All- America first team. The 
Club's AA team won the AAU Nationals two 
years in a row, taking top honors in both 1975 
and 1976 and consistently placing in the top 
three throughout the decade. 

$ 500, 000. 00 
FOR VALUI: llECEJVEil 

Waikiki, but Honolulu as well, from the early 
1900s through the 1960s. 

It was an outstanding chronicle featuring 
photographs of bygone days from a wide variety 
of sources and is still a prized pos ession of many 
of the members who received it. The book was 
of particular importance since all Club records, 
including minutes of Board meetings, had been 
lost during the move. 

An energy crisis in 1974, fo llowed by gallop
ing inflation in 1978, gave the Club's manage
ment cause for concern, but the concern was felt 
throughout the nation and the Outrigger, along 
with other private clubs and businesses coped as 
best it could wi th condi tions beyond its control 
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Not surprisingly, along with the growth in 
Club membership, there developed a need for 
more parking space and an <~clcl i tion to the exist
ing parking structure was planned. The Bar was 
renovated, including the enclosure of the Lan<1i. 
Locker rooms were modernized and state of the 
art exerci e equipment wa installed in the 
Weight Room, providing yet ;mother ameni ty for 
the pleasure and enjoyment of the members. 
The Club went high-tech when it installed a 
computerized billing system, one of the first pri
vate clubs to do so. 

The first published history of the Club, The 
Owrigger, a handsome hard cover volume several 
years in the planning, was written by then 
Omrigger magazine editor, Harold Yost, and 
de igned by Tom Lee of Tom Lee Design, Inc. 
The book debuted at an autograph cocktail party 
following the 1972 Annual Meeting. The Swr 
Bullerin, which did the printing, submi tted the 
work in the annual contest of the Honolulu Club 
of Pri nting Craftsmen and was awarded first prize 
for printing excellence. This was the fi rst com
plete record of the Outrigger's first 63 years and 
presented a fascinating gl impse of not only 
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by raising initiation fees, lues and price to keep 
pace with the economic situation. The Club wa 
financially secure enough to stay the course and 
weather passing storms. 

Many exciting things happened at the 
Outrigger Canoe Club du ring the 70s but perhaps 
the most momentous wa a social event that took 
place on September 25, 1978. A cocktail party 
and special dinner were enjoyed by a festive 
crowd rhat eagerly awaited the raison d'erre of the 
evening. 

As an orange sun lipped slowly into the 
early autumn sky, and the horizon was momentar
ily electrified by a flash of emerald green, former 
President Ward Russell and President Eggers did 
the honors as a match was lit and a sheaf of 
papers went up in flames. Cheers and hours 
accompanied the ritual as the Club's mortgage 
disintegrated into a pile of ashes. The $500,000 
note, signed by Russell in 1963 , had been retired 
in barely 15 years. 

Nexr moruh: 1981-1990. 
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