
At the recent annual banquet of the Aloha Chapter of 
the Association of Fundraising Professionals, held at the 
Sheraton Waikiki, long-time Out rigger member Wilmer C. 
"Bill" Morris was honored as "Outstanding Volunteer 
Fundraiser of the Year." This much deserved award comes 
to Bill after more than six decades of donating and raising 
funds for schools and non-profit organizations in Hawaii . 

Nominated for the award by Hawaii Pacif ic University, 
Bill has personally raised more than $800,000 for t he insti
t ution since 1989. He served on the University's Board 
f rom the 1970s unt il 2009. 

Most people cringe at the thought of solicit ing 
money, but Bill has no qualms about it ... just one prerequi
site .... that the cause is one in which he t ruly believes, such 
as providing a sound education for the future leaders of 
Hawaii. 

A good example is the Outrigger Duke Kahanamoku 
Foundation with which he has been associated since its 
beginning and to which he has devoted countless hours. 

Bill is also deeply concerned about the preservation of 
Hawaiian culture and has worked t irelessly for Bishop Mu
seum, on whose Board of Directors he served from 1981 
until2011, and for which he raised more than $1 million. 

Bill was involved in t he format ion of The Friends of 
lolani Palace, the organization responsible for saving it 
from what seemed like inevitable demolit ion. He served 
on its first Board of Directors in 1966, and was involved in 
planning, administering, and raising funds f or the enor
mous restoration project which has made lolani Palace 
one of Hawaii's most esteemed cultural treasures. After 
serving for more t han 12 years on the board, he was 
elected Director Emerit us in 2009 and is still unofficially in
volved to this day. 

Other recipients of his generosity and diligence in so
liciting others to give are Punahou and lolani Schools and 
Mid-Pacific Institute, as well as t he Community 
Chest/AUW. 

The comical story of how Bill came to join the Outrig
ger is coincidentally related to f undraising. A Punahou 
student at the time, Bi ll joined t he Club in 1940 when a 
new Clubhouse was desperately needed but no funds 
were available. 

The OCC president, Wa lter Macfarlane, had come up 
with the idea of selling bonds to pay for construction costs 
and soliciting new members. According t o Bill 's oral his
tory, Walter Mac and Herman Von Holt came to visit Bill's 
grandmother. 

After the usual pleasantries were exchanged, Walter 
Mac got down t o business and said: "Aunt Mart ha, we 
want you to join the Outrigger." "I've never been t o the 
beach in my life and I'm not starting now at my age ... I 
wear a hat when I go outside. I'm not interested," re
torted Aunt Martha. 

At that fortuitous moment, Bill, then a student at 
Punahou, walked into the room. Walter Mac looked at 
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him and said, "What 
about your moopuna?" 
"How much for him?" 
she replied. With an initi
ation fee of $1 0 and dues 
of $1 a mont h, how 
could she possibly refuse? 
Bill has been a dedicated 
member ever since. 

Bill is the son of a 
Naval Officer and a hapa 
haole descendent of Cap
tain Samuel Dowsett, a 
British sea captain who came to Hawaii in 1828. Later lost 
at sea, Captain Dowsett left beh ind his wife and four chil
dren, t he oldest of whom, James Isaac, Bill's great grand
father, is said to be the first "anglo saxon non-missionary" 
child born in Hawaii. 

Bill was born in Chicago, and returned to Hawaii at 
the age of two when his father died. He attended Lincoln, 
Hoolehua on Molokai, lolani, and Punahou schools. At 
Punahou, f rom whence he graduat ed in 1941, Bill began 
life-long friendships w ith Outrigger members Bil l Rolph 
and Cline Mann. 
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