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Closest thing to Nirvana: the excitement of the start, the trepidation of
watching the first waves of guppy like swimmers splashing left of the first
turn buoy an ominous omen of the current ahead. 

Breaking waves in churning water trying to get past the sight of the
Natatorium as a gauge of progress. 

Turning your neck to sight the elusive yellow marker buoys along the
way. 

Watching the same deep reef staying in the same place as you struggle
to make progress. 

Finally getting to the half way marker and realizing you really are going
to finish. 

Sighting a Manta Ray lazily gliding at the ocean's depth, swimming
through schools of fish wondering what they are thinking of you, enjoying
colorful angel fish and realizing you are all in one big aquarium, reaching
the final turning buoy at the Hilton Hawaiian Village and guessing to swim
left or right of the reef to get the best surf into shore. 

Spotting all the years of mechanical debris in the channel from anchoring
the pier and tour boats and pondering the toll the ocean has taken on the
efforts of man to tame it. 

Finally seeing the ramp to the finishers chute and thinking everyone be-
sides you is trying to beat you, and you summon the last ounce of effort you
thought you exhausted to race this unknown competitor to the sand and
sprint up the beach to cross the line with an enormous wave of relief that
your ordeal is again over this year, but swearing you will train harder next
year to better your time. 

Waikiki Roughwater Swim
9/2/2013
San Souci Beach to Duke Kahanamoku Beach
2.34 miles

OCC Finishers:
Stefan Reinke 1:04.06
Alex Jampel 1:04:11
Jake Gaughan 1:10:38
Leia Deer 1:10:40
Bruce Sloan 1:11:25
Ward Saunders 1:13:27
Uli Klinke 1:17:30
Wilder Worrall 1:21:28
Diane Corn 1:22:25
Laurie Foster 1:25:39
Valisa Saunders 1:26:33
Chris Worrall 1:30:02
Norma Santiago 1:31:51
Hugh Damon 1:35:31
Brad Coates 1:45:32
Howard Word 1:52:02
Randy Schoch 1:58:00
Jim Zachary 2:22:21
Don Eovino 2:24:19
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