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Our Special Visitors  – the Ford Family

 When they got off the plane in Honolulu, the family of 
four looked much like any other tourists.  A father, mother 
and two teen-aged daughters, casually dressed, they stood 
around the baggage area to retrieve their luggage, and then 
stood in line at the car rental booth to pick up a vehicle. 
 After loading the car, they set off down Nimitz Highway, 
heading toward Waikiki. But rather than stopping at a hotel, 
they headed toward Diamond Head, driving slowly so as not 
to miss the entrance to the Outrigger Canoe Club, which they 
had never visited before. 
 On entering the Lobby, everything changed. The General 
Manager came out of his office with a copy of Outrigger 
Canoe Club 1908-2008 in his hands, and after greeting the 
visitors, presented them with the book. 
 Members of the Historical Committee rushed over with lei 
which they draped around their necks while offering a warm 
aloha. Employees appeared with cameras to photograph the 
group. Even a hapa-haole non-member came forward to sing 
a welcoming Hawaiian mele. 
 Delighted with the warm welcome, the visitors were 
surprised with the unanticipated attention.  They had previ-
ously arranged for a guest membership, but certainly not the 
celebrity treatment they were receiving. They ended their first 
day on the Hau Terrace enjoying the high waves and beauti-
ful sunset. 
 In the next few days, they were given a ride in an outrig-
ger canoe steered by top steersman, Marc Haine and were 
hosted at a dinner on the Koa Lanai by Board President An-
thony Hunt and wife Siana. 
 So...enough suspense. Who are these people? The father 
of this family is none other than William Johnstone Lucas Ford 
III, called Lucas, and is the great great grand nephew of Alex-
ander Hume Ford, founder of the Outrigger Canoe Club. He 
and his daughters, Olivia and Ava, are the first Ford descen-
dents to visit the Outrigger since the passing of Alexander in 
1945.
 A native of South Carolina, Alexander Hume Ford never 
married so has no direct descendents. However, he came from 
a large family and was the youngest of ten children. When his 
mother died in childbirth, he was raised by a spinster aunt. His 
family had been wealthy rice farmers until the Civil War when 
the plantation was severely damaged by Union troops. 
 After moving to New York at age eighteen, Ford set off in 
1899 on a trip to Russia, Mongolia and China, which included 
a brief stop-over in Hawaii.  Captivated by the beauty, climate 
and culture of the Islands, he vowed to return, and in 1907, 
his wish came true. 
 While residing at the Seaside Hotel, where the  Royal Ha-
waiian now stands, Ford was enchanted by the water sports 
of Old Hawaii, which he realized were slowly dying out, due 
in large part to the mansions being built along the beach, 
preventing access to the ocean. 
 Only a group of young boys enjoyed riding the waves and 
Ford decided to join them, practicing for eight hours a day for 
six weeks until he became adept at the sport. 
 Ford then came up with the idea of forming a club to 
provide access to the beach and to keep alive the sports of 
surfing and canoeing. He promoted the idea, which was 
eagerly accepted by not only the young surfers, but the hotel 
and business community as well. 
 After securing the lease on a one and a half acre parcel of 
land between the Moana and the Seaside Hotels belonging to 
the Estate of Queen Emma, for $10 a year, a constitution and 

bylaws were drafted. Dues were set at $5 a year and there 
was no initiation fee. 
 Grass houses from a defunct zoo in Kaimuki were ac-
quired and Ford, in a borrowed truck with the help of a 
group of young boys, managed to transport the houses to the 
site. Thus the Outrigger Canoe Club came into being. 
 Over its one hundred and nine year history, the Club has 
survived many catastrophic situations, perhaps the most dire 
being the decision to move to Diamond Head. But survive it 
has, growing and flourishing into the world’s most renowned 
organization for surfing and outrigger canoeing. 
 Over the years, many stalwart members have contributed 
to its growth and survival, and ultimate success, but were it 
not for the vision and foresight of Alexander Hume Ford, the 
Outrigger Canoe Club would not exist. 
 Ford’s descendents, who all live on the East Coast...South 
Carolina, Georgia and Florida, are proud of Alexander. But 
because they had not visited the Outrigger, they had no idea 
of how revered he was at the Club...until Lucas III dropped by. 
The business man from Atlanta, Georgia, and his family en-
joyed basking in the sunshine of Hawaii and in the limelight 
of their legacy.

By Barbara Del Piano

Barbara Del Piano, second from left, welcomed Alexander Hume Ford’s descen-
dents Lucas Ford III and his wife and daughters to the Outrigger Canoe Club 
which his great great grand uncle founded.


