
Life Member-George Freitas 
By Mary E. Machado 

It was 1925. 
He was 19. The Outrigger Canoe 

Club was 17. 
He was a senior at St. Louis College 

(present ly known as St. Louis High 
School) where he competed in track. 

A friend , Bernard Farden, asked him 
to be the fourth man on the Outrigger 
Canoe Club team in the University of 
Hawaii-sponsored Rainbow Relays. " I 
wasn't even sure where the Outrigger 
was located ," he confides. The rest 
is history. 

George E. Fre itas was part of the 
foursome which came in first in the 
Quarter Mile Relay. 

Weekends thereafter, George swam 
and surfed at the Outrigger. He also 
entertained semi-professionally at 
the Ala Moana Pavilion and other 
entertainment spots of that era
playing steel guitar, piano and ukulele. 

Four years at the University of 
Dayton where he earned an engineering 
degree ensued . While at Dayton , 
George participated in track competitions 
with other colleges and universit ies 
such as Cornell and Ohio State. 

Returning to his Honolulu home, 
George worked for his family firm, 
Henry Freitas, Builder, and subsequently 
advanced through various positions to 
that of general superintendent and 
project manager. In 1938, he founded 
Pacific Construction Company, Ltd. 
serving as president and chairman of 
the board. Several engineering and 
development companies followed. 

George and Melinda Freitas today. 

He was the low bidder for the 
construc tion of the present Club. 
George Fre itas again carried the OCC 
forward to a winning position. 

He describes in detail when asked the 
process used in the fabrication of the 
almost maintenance-free sandstone and 
concrete walls and pi llars which so 
many identify as unique to the Club. 

Some have commented on the motif 
as suggestive of 'the island chain in a 
sea of sand,' beckoning the diner's 
glance seaward to view the sports at sea 
or 'the green flash ' or to check the surf. 

George smiles and with a shrug 
signifying it 's all in a day's work, he 
explains the process-adding that Val 
Ossipoff, the architect , drew the plans. 

George Freitas ,far left, was a member of Outriggers winning quarter-mile 
relay team in the University of Hawaii-sponsored Rainbow Relays in 1925. Their 
winning time was 44.2. Other members of the team were (first name unknown) 
Giles, (first name unknown) Jones and Bernard Farde11. 
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Company. A man who has lived life 
fully, he speaks of his present. " Me
retire? Never." With a sweep of his 
hand towards the ocean from his office, 
" This is my plaything." 

Travel with his wife Melinda is now 
in le isure ly style-by ship-after many 
years of taking the quickest mode-by 
air. Golf has been a later discovery and 
one he keenly enjoys at least twice a 
week. 

On February 26, 1986, the Outrigger 
Canoe Club Board of Directors 
designated George E. Fre itas a Life 
Member. As a man whose lifespan-80 
years on December 2, 1985-has 
paralle led the life of the club, more 
than once George's participation has 
made a difference. 

The Outrigger Canoe Club will never 
stop needing George. 

Contribute 1 
to the ,.,.., 
OCC Foundation 
Every Time 
You Travel 
(it won't cost you 
a penny more) 
Colony Surf 'lravel has a great idea. 
Every time you book your travel 
through us, we'll donate 3% of the 
fare to the Outrigger Foundation. 
Everything from simple airline 
tickets to extended cruise itineraries 
will benefit this worthy cause. 
We're conveniently located next door 
to the Outrigger in the lobby of the 
Colony Surf Hotel East Building. 

2895 Kalakaua Ave. (Free Parking) 
Telephone: 922-2311 or Toll Free: 
(800) 367-8047 code 427 ext. 311 
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