
President’s Message
by C. E. "Bud" Ackerman

Since my first half-calendar-year report 
to you in the June issue of “The Outrig
g e r ," many new additions and im
provements have been made to your 
Club and its facilities.

The heat-recovery-system  installa
tion on the roof has been completed, is 
operating to our complete satisfaction 
and should afford us a 50% reduction in 
our ever-increasing water-heating cost. 
The computer installation in the Busi
ness Office is now complete and will 
make for a more efficient and effective 
system  o f  acco u n tin g  p ro ced u res . 
Along with this, the Business Office 
has been renovated to make a more effi
cient arrangement for the office staff.

And have you noticed the new chairs 
on the Hau Terrace, a much-needed re
p la ce m en t and m ost c o m fo rta b le . 
Also, the Koko Terrace where the buf
fets are served has been roofed, and 
sliding glass doors installed to assure 
protection from inclement weather.

We have also secured off-site storage 
for our O utrigger canoes and other 
equipment during the off-season, free
ing badly needed additional parking 
stalls on the lower level. Along with 
this, a new kayak storage space has 
been created. Also, the ladies restroom 
renovation has been completed.

Hayden Kenney, Australian designer of 
the Surf Ski kayak, visited the Club and 
watched his 17-year-old son, Grant, win 
the Kanaka 'I Kai Ka Molokai-Oahu 
race for the second consecutive year. 
The elder Kenney also was present a 
week earlier when his son won the 
alternate race held when heavy seas 
forced postponement of the Molokai- 
Oahu classic.

Kenney designed the 19-foot, 40- 
pound fiberglass Surf Ski in 1970 to 
Australian Surf Lifesaving Association 
standards. While snow skiing in Utah in
1979, Kenney heard about the Molokai- 
Oahu kayak race, and the same year. 
Grant entered and won in a record 5Vi

By the beginning of the year we ex
pect to begin renovation and expansion 
of the lower-level storeroom. This has 
been badly needed and will help to 
make for a more efficient operation in 
that area.

Our canoe-paddling season this year 
was a most successful one and we en
joyed a record turnout o f enthusiastic

hours.
Young Kenney is former Australian 

national Iron Man cham pion . . .  a 
competition similar to our Triathalon. It 
en c o m p a sses  padd le  su rfb o a rd in g , 
swimming, paddle skiing and ends with 
a run on the beach. A big event “Down 
Under," Kenney says it actually origi
nated in California.

The Surf Ski is now being manufac
tu red  locally  by M ark B uck , w ho 
foresees a series of kayak events held 
locally  th ro u g h o u t th e  year. "W ith 
kayaks’ low cost, easy portability and 
paddling enjoyment, the sport has to 
take off here in the Islands. ” Buck said.

participants. We placed second ih the 
Walter MacFarland Race Regatta held 
at Waikiki Beach on July 4th, which we 
sponsor; 3rd in the Oahu champion
ships; 2nd in the HCRA State cham
pionships; 1st in the Duke Kahanamoku 
Race; and our women did us proud by 
placing 1st in the Dad Center Long 
Distance Race. Finally, our men's crew 
won the big one by placing 1st in the 
Molokai-to-Oahu race (fiberglass) and 
3rd in the Koa division. Unfortunately, 
the w om en’s M olokai-to-O ahu race 
two weeks later had to be cancelled 
because of rough seas, a bitter disap
pointment to all concerned.

We have added aerobic exercises to 
our athletic program. This is free to the 
membership, and is to be conducted by 
a member instructor.

I have been in personal contact and in 
correspondence with the presidents of 
the Los Angeles Athletic Club and the 
Balboa Bay Club with the hope of or
ganizing some dual and/or triangular 
meets between our respective clubs in 
all phases of our various sports pro
grams. This would allow for additional 
participation in sports events for our 
members.

O ur Entertainm ent Com m ittee has 
been most successful with the Texas 
B ar-B Q , Luau. Wine-Tasting party, 
Oktoberfest party and concluding with 
the dinner-dance November 8th. It is 
most gratifying to see 95 percent of 
attendance was of club members to all 
these  fu n c tio n s , m ost o f  them  a 
capacity-house turn-out.

W e’ll be hav ing  ou r c h ild re n ’s 
Christmas party on December 17th, and 
then, o f course, our usual m em bers’ 
Christm as open-house on Christmas 
Day from 2-5 p.m . So many members 
look forward to this as an opportunity to 
renew old acquaintances with Christ
mas cheer. Then the New Year's Eve 
party will close out the calendar year.

Your second home remains in ex
cellent physical and financial shape, 
and your Board o f Directors continually 
strives to keep it one of the finest clubs 
in the world.

M erry Christmas to you all and a 
healthy and happy New Year.

Surf Ski Designer Visits OCC


