
DCC Life Member: Albert E. ''Toots'' Minvielle 

Albert E. Minvielle, the father of the 
Molokai Canoe Race, better known as 
"Toots", became a junior member of the 
Outrigger Canoe Club in June, 1917. 

He recalls that his monthly dues were 
50-cents at the time and senior members 
paid 75-cents. 

He and his friends cooked their own 
lunches because there was no snack bar. 
A questionable dish made of pork and 
beans, sa usage a nd spaghe tti was 
dubbed 'Sampan Grub ' aka "Outrigger 
Surprise' . It was the carbo loading dish 
of 1917. Yes, things were different 
then. 

Toots was an avid swimmer and ca
noe paddler. Tn 1920, he raced Duke 
Kahanamoku in a canoe race for the 
first time and won. The informal race 
developed as the two crews were lei
surely returning to the Club from Hono
lulu Harbor. 

"Duke decided to steer his canoe into 
the surfing area which was breaking at 
the time. The maneuver proved costly 
and we won," recalls Toots. 

He remembers competing against the 
Yale University Swim Team in 1921. 
They challenged OCC to a six man re
lay race. Each team member had to 
swim 100 yards. 

Toots had already established himself 
as a noted swimmer by winning the 
Cas tle Swim several times. True to 
form in the relay, with Yale ahead, he 
cont ributed to the OCC victory by re
gaining the lead swimming number 
four. 

Toots was an entrepreneur as well as 
an athlete. By 1934 enterprising beach 
boys were capita li zing on the tourist 
trade at Waikiki Beach by providing ca
noe rides, surfing lessons and o ther 
beach services. 

Toots drafted a beach services con
cession plan for OCC and was certain 
the Club would profit from the venture. 
.The Board, however, vetoed his pro
posal. Undaunted, he channeled his en
ergy into other areas. 

By 1948, he had s tarted his own 
business. Educated as a structural engi
neer and land surveyor , his company 
provided extensive engineering services 
for a Molokai water project. He mar
ried Florence Mildred Tummonds the 
same year. 

Recogni zed as the fa ther of the 
Molokai Canoe Race, he experienced a 
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multitude of problems sanctioning the 
race. The OCC Board ini tia lly consid
ered crossing the Kaiwi Channel "too 
dangerous." 

Two Molokai race seasons late r , 
OCC eagerly entered the race. As the 
race gradually gained acceptance, Toots 
searched for new racing challenges. 
The idea of organizing a Hawaiian ca
noe race in California fascinated Toots. 
The purpose of the race and the staging 
of future races beyond Hawaiian waters 
was to introduce the sport of Hawaiian 
outrigger canoe racing to other cultures, 
promote the aloha spirit and provide 
paddlers an opportunity to experience a 
cultural exchange. 

Winning was always secondary to 
these goals for Toots. 

A fe llow member vividly recalls 
serving with Toots on the Board of Di
rectors. 

"You just knew when Toots had that 
gleam in his eyes, absolutely nothing 
could keep him from speaking his mind 

on any topic. He had very definite 
ideas regarding the future direction of 
canoe racmg. 

"He may not have won the battles, 
but you had to admire his loyalty to his 
own convictions. Toots is a unique, 
one of a kind person, who is highly re
garded and well respected in our sports 
community. " 

The Board awarded Toots with Life 
Membership in 1977. / 
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$1,000-$1,999 
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Gene F. Reardon 
Mr. and Mrs. Albert J. Vivas Jr. 
Mr. and Mrs. Richard G. Craig 
Nancy H. Hartwell 
Sylvia Derby 
Mr. and Mrs. T. J. O 'Brien 
Carrie E. Scales 
Mr. and Mrs. Wells Lawrence 
Mr. and Mrs. David W. Bailie 
Mr. and Mrs. Alan H . Rowan 
Mrs. Maurice King 
Mr. and Mrs. Philip L. King 
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