
OCC Members Surf Fiji 
By Todd Bradley 

On September 4, 1987, OCC members 
Fred Chuckovich, Ricky Grigg, Joe 
Teipel, our fearless leader Fred Fong 
and myself and professional 
photographer Bernie Baker met w ith 
10 others at Honolulu International 
Airport with our quivers of surfboards 
to begin a week of surfing on a tiny 
island on the barrier reef in Fiji. 

Little did we know we were to em
bark on seven days of the best surfing 
and fishing ever. 

Upon arrival at Nandi A irport, we 
boarded three small motor boats and 
began a 20-minute ride to Tavarua Is
land, a 30-acre island off the coast of 
Fiji. 

Nearing the island, the 6-8 foot per
fect lefts began to show themselves. 
We landed on the island and were 
greeted by the previous week's group 
as they prepared to leave. They looked 
horrible; they had been bounced and 
dragged across the reef and looked like 
they had been through a war. 

The sight made us a little less 
anxious, nevertheless, we set out to 
challenge the reef's fury. The term , 
"perfect left's" took on a new meaning. 
This was better than we had ever 
dreamed and was not that treacherous 
if you were careful. 

Todd Bradley off the lip. 

The gang is ready for ride to Tavarua Island. 

We had our share of injuries. The 
most serious injur ies were suffered by 
Ricky, with 10 stitches, but he was not 
slowed down and was surfing after one 
day of rest. 

The next morning, we took a fi ve 
minute boat ride to Cloud Breaks, 
where it was 10-12 feet. A fter f ive 
hours of surf ing, i t was back to camp 
for breakfast followed by some papio 
fishing and diving. The evening surf
ing session was held right in front of 
camp, which wasn' t bad with 300-yard 

long 3-6 foot tubular lefts. 
The rest of the week was un

believably repetitive, and after seven 
days of seven hours a day of surfing, 
we were ready to go home. The trip 
will be long remembered tl1anks to al l 
the new friends we made, and 
recorded, thanks to the time our 
photographer Bernie Baker spent in the 
water. 

We plan to make this an annual 
program. I f you' re an adventurous 
surfer, this trip is for you. I 

Fred Chuckovich in the pocket. 
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