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Garbage bag manufacturers would have 
smiled had they viewed the start o f the 
85th annual Boston Marathon. Clad in 
the most fashionable of athletic attire 
w ere runners covered with garbage 
bags, clear plastic jum p suits, baggy 
old sweat suits and a colorful array of 
other running gear and clothing. Ath
letic socks used as m ittens warmed 
hands and fingers that were tinged with 
a slight numbness brought on by the 
invigorating 47° temperature of Hop- 
kin ton, M ass., takeoff point o f the 
Marathon.

One might have been slightly con
fused observing this spectacle if he had 
expected  the trad itio n a l “ On your 
mark. Get set. G o !,” for as the 6,845 
official runners lined up in sections 
marked off by their qualifying tim es, a 
carnival side-show of hot dog stands, 
balloons and souvenir vendors bor
dered the mass of bodies.

At the boom of the cannon, mul
titudes of world-class runners bolted at 
a lightning sub-5:00 pace along the 
h isto rical C olonial pathw ay tow ard 
Prudential Center in the heart o f Bos
ton. Leading the field were Rodgers, 
Virgin, Seko, Catalano, Roe and Be
noit.

The course provided many chal
lenges as the seemingly endless rolling 
h ills  cu lm in a ted  at the c re s t o f 
Heartbreak Hill, a series of four hills 
providing a true mental test o f strength 
at this 17.5-mile point of the race.

Thousands of spectators lined the 
streets to encourage the runners with 
their cheers and aids o f water, oranges, 
ice and beer. As the crowd pushed in
ward to get a closer look, they created 
areas which would allow only one or 
tw o ru n n e rs  at a tim e to  squeeze 
through.

The failure of the course officials to 
provide 15 and 20-mile split times made 
pacing difficult. Adding to the calcula
tion problem was the frustration in
volved with the controlled pace and 
delayed crossing of the starting line due 
to the many participants.

The pathw ay o f  the approaching  
finish line proceeded downward as the 
mind tried to convince the straining leg 
muscles to push forward just six . . . 
five . . . fou r m ore m iles. E choing 
shouts o f “Sprint, you’re almost th e re” 
teased as the 20-mile mark came into 
view.

Finally, the finish line became visi
ble as screams of “Go Hawaii!” once

again enabled the body to take those last 
few steps which signaled a 2:41.26 (un
ad ju sted  tim e). H ugh M urray had 
achieved his goal, a new personal 
record. A feeling of euphoria became 
mixed with humility as hundreds of 
shiny, silver space blankets reflected 
the realization that so many had fin
ished within the 32 minutes following 
S ek o ’s re c o rd -b re a k in g  tim e o f 
2:09.26, and Allison R oe’s spectacular 
2:26.46.

As the O u tr ig g e r  C anoe C lub 
emblem was covered with the mylar 
blanket, thoughts of Hawaii came into 
mind along with an inner appreciation 
of the noble and efficient Cline Mann’s 
aid station and support crew.

Left: Hugh Murray, only Outrigger 
member to compete in the Boston 
Marathon, seen on the Village Green 
in Hopkinton, Mass., starting point 
of the marathon 26.2 miles west 
of Boston.

Right: Hugh at the 14-mile point, 
leaving Wellesley. His unadjusted 
time: 2:41.26— a new personal 
record. Hugh wears athletic socks 
as "mittens," needed in the 47° 
temperature!


