
By Don Eovino 

Every New Year's Day for the last 13 years a resolute group 
meets at the Pali hairpim turn at 7:30a.m., come rain or sh ine, 
drunk or sober, sleep or no sleep, and it wsually is all of the 
above. With bleary eyes, steely resolve, and minimal gear and 
water, this stalwarrt £Jroup hikes dowf;l the Maunawili Trail into 
the finish at Waimanalo, a distance of nine miles from t he 
hairpin turn. 

It wouldn't be as mystical if it didn't rain. The forest sprout 
greenery, the ground spongy, the creeks seeping, the w ater
falls weeping, and the mist is like you'd imagine from the 
movie Gorilla's in the Mist, except we are the gorillas. The ef
fort is rewarded each year with a sense of awe and accom
plishment in starting the New Year off right with an 
experience like th is. It is not a race, t he time is usually 4-5 
hours. It is a beginner's trail, just long and a little more precari
ous w ith the rain, but nevertheless an adventure. 

This was Alex's Jampel's f irst hike. Having won the Castle 
swim in November, he was thri lled to have done this. Cassie 
Senner recently returned home and also did the hike for the 
first time. 

Blake Johnson is also is a swimmer w ho pushes it through 
our hikes in spite of two replacement hips. Katy and I started 
this hike years ago w ith Fred Hemmings when he lived in the 
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Gathering for this year's New Year's Day hike are A lex 
Jampel, Cassie Senner, Don Eovino, Blake Johnson, 
Katy Bourne and Gerry DeBenedetti. 

" Flume". 
With the start of a new year, the Runnning Committee of 

Katy, Don and Andrea Lehman w ill be planning a monthly hike 
over unique terrain on the island for hikers of all levels. Most 
hikes are geared to the beginner and intermediate hiker, with 
hikes that one can do longer or shorter depending on t heir 
abi lity. Usually there is a pot-luck brunch afterwards accompa
nied by Eovino's grill. There are a few that are for experts but 
will be identified as such. 

Andrea keeps the info going with t imely e-mails blasts and 
OCC flyers, and usually participates in them as well . The Run
ning Committee also enters a team in the Hana Relay every 
September, and has come away w ith many group victories. 
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