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T H E  M OLO KA I-O AH U CANOE RA CE AS SEEN 
RY O N E O F T H E  PA D D LERS, JO D Y  D ’EN BEAU

T h e  name of the game is guts. T h e  name of the 
crew is Outrigger. You take a look at the guys like 
H al Burchard, M ike Clifford, Jon  Haneberg, Henrv 
Ayau, and Fred Hemmings and think "thank god I ’m 
on their side.” You look at Mark Buck, Bruce Clifford, 
Tom m y Holmes and see experience and drive—the ability 
to go one step beyond total exhaustion—the will to win. 
W inning, that's the key word. T h e  morning of the race 
Albert Lemes summed it up—“there is no place in this 
race but first. I want this crew to be first from the start, 
first to the middle of the channel, and first across the 
finish line.” So it happened, there was never any ques
tion which was the best crew in the water that day. You 
would clim b into the escort boat Hulakai, Dr. Smith 
would hand you the oxygen mask, and in a few minutes 
you wanted to get back into the canoe because that is 
where things were happening. Things like: Mark Buck 
snapping a paddle in half or H al Burchard, Jon  Hane
berg, M ike Clifford and Henry Ayau all earning the 
name Mr. Power, or Bruce Clifford and Tom m y Holmes 
facing seemingly endless stretches in the canoe but still 
driving, never seeming to tire; and Fred Hemmings 
always there—pushing, shouting, and matching us stroke 
for stroke the entire 41 miles. A bunch of guys like that 
you can’t let down, so you force yourself to put out 
more than you ever dreamed possible, until your mind 
stops and things become fuzzy and you don’t remember 
much except seeing the Kakina rammed right up onto 
the shore for a first place finish. I t ’s all too much.

Sundays will come and go at the Outrigger Canoe 
Club and most of its members will enjoy the sand and 
sun, unaware of what this crew has done, but there are 
still those who know what it is to feel a canoe come 
alive under them, to feel arms straining, and to cross 
a finish line. These people know what the Outrigger 
Canoe Club is, and these people know what this crew 
has done for the club.

Surfing
By Mark Hemmings

Did you ever hear of a surfing contest without waves? 
T h a t’s the story of the C alifornia Surfing Championships 
at H untington Beach on September 23 and 24. Brant 
Ackerman and Aka Hemmings were there to represent 
T h e  Outrigger Canoe Club. Being used to the larger 
and better surf in Hawaii, they were very disappointed 
in the contest. However, they served the Club well by 
demonstrating the Outrigger's leadership potential in 
Hawaiian surfing and by making new friends and ac
quaintances for the Club. Besides that, they had an ex
citing week in Las Vegas as the guests of Kimo McVay 
and Duke Kahanamoku after the contest.

T h e  surfing committee is seeking interested members 
to add their names to those surfgers who want to repre
sent the O utrigger Surfing T eam  at the Makaha Cham
pionships in December. T h e  list is on the bulletin board 
in the lobby. T h e  Club intends to sponsor the team by 
paying the entry fees for the team members. It is ex
pected that the Outrigger will once again make the tre
mendous showing that it has in the past years at Makaha.


