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Healani paddlers receive | con"raluld[uunh folloWing vnclory.

Healani \?rzumphs

|
-

Aﬁv:rﬂser Fna'u uv Dm:a (am-

in big canoe race

By KEN KOBAYASHI

Advertiser Sporta Writer

The Healani crew always
suspected they could he
champions, but now they
know for sure. :

They lived up to that title
by capturing an easy first in

yesterday's Molokai to Oahu

canoe race, one of Aloha
Week's major eventd. -The
crew covered
course from Hale O Lono
Harbor, Molokai, to the Duke
Kahanamoku Beach in Wai-
kiki in a sizzling 5:59.02.

ALTHOUGH Healani was
the defending champion, the
victory cz ime somewhat of a
surprige to ‘many — except
Healdni. of *course — since
Healani had not won a regat-
ta all year.

But 'the Healani team felt
it could win and as paddler
Luance Mann offered after
the race: “We've been afler

. only

the- B8 mile

Joa.

the others a long time — it
just took us a while to get
them.”

The 5:50.01 clocking was
three minutes 46 sec-
onds off the record set by
Qutrigger .three years ago;
but, yesterday's: feat ‘was
done under a broiling sun
and withoat benefit of wind
or waves at Healani’s back.

EVEN S0, there wasn't {oo;

much question about who
was to_win. “The major
thing is that our cance is the
best,” said ' captain and
steersman Gary Murakamf
talking about the koaPapa-
““As soon as we left/the
harbor, 1 knew nobody -
would catch! us if the sea
Was sm h " :
And itlw

Healani he}d the lead from’

beginning to ‘end and, it
wasn'l until some 'six min-
uteg later the second and
third canges hit the shore,

[y

BUT IF THERE wasnt
any -drama as to \\ho fin-
ished first, that second place
finish easily made up for it.
In a freak ending Outrig-
ger sailed home four sec-
onds and a few feet in front
of Hui Nalu's fiberglass
Kdlia.

OuLngger tak.lng the in-
side, apparently-steered too
close to shore and realized it
wouldn't  pass through the
winning poles,  before Hui
Nalu which was streamjing in
straight and fast. Outzigger
cut oyt, byt only enuugh to
‘win. Its canoe — the Leilani

- —hit and knocked down one

.of the poles. The officials
declared it legal, however,
and Outrigger was aw rded
secopd.

'THIRTEEN crews entered
the |race and all fi hedJ
Waikiki Surf Clqb's koa Ma
lia came in fourth, followed

'by the 'Imua tlﬁlrgiass ca-

noe from California in| fifth.
! Iromcally, last Year's
Healani koa crew als won
t’ifter a string of *defepts in
he regattas, short sprints
compared to the Aloha canoe
t]assic}narathoa.

A AND FIBERGLASY

Ts HtF!lnF (koa) 5:50.02, 2. q.m-nqger
(kopa) 6:050-3. Hul Nalu (figerglass)
6:05.12, 4. Waikiki Surf (koa)|é:15.22,
5. lmua from N:wpor'r, Calif] (fiber-
glass) 6:20.32.

b Kaual (fiberglass) 4:23.04. . Lani-
kal {fiberglass) 4:32.2, 8. Healsni (fiber-
glass) 4:310. 9. Balbea from Calif.
{fiber ;lul 1.529 10. Xal th (koa)
639,47
11, Malle Sons (ko) &: JHI
ward Kal (fiberglass) :59.%. |

1. Lee



