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LIGHT AT THE END OF THE CHANNEL—The Outrigger Conoe
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Isle Team Wins Canoe Race -

By John Christensen

Star-Bulletin Writer
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< While nearly everyone else in the
lslands was sensibly nestled in bed.
about 400 men arose yesterday be-
fore dawn to breakfast in the dark-
aess and get ready to shake the
Srick-red dust of Molokai from their
Seet. =
= Shortly before 1 in the afternoon,
e first of thefn arrived in the Ala
ai Channel. A cheery crowd lined
1he shore and police liberally tick-
wied parked cars in Ala Moana Park
@4 the Qutrigger Canoe Club wearly
Beaved itsell across the finish line to -
win the 26th Molokaito-Oshu canoe

[~
? e ted and yellow, 39-foot Tiber-

£lass canoe made the 42-mile trip in

ve hours and 85 minutes, most of il _

choppy Molokai Channel that had

wicked way with some canoers.

Dutrigger finished a healthy hall-
e or so ahead of a koa canoe
manned by Majre Nui.

wallang shrub, ukuleles began play-
ing a Outrigger {ans burst into
fong This wan not just another race.

Although It was the seventh win in
the race for the venerable club, it
seemed " matter more that the
thrashing local clubs took last year

from the Tahitians had been aveng-_ ~ 4 catarer set up his own kitchen, _

ed. Tahitans won seven of the [irs{
10 ‘places last year, Including the -
first four. =

¥ year, they took five, but they - local kids said to a Iriend, "'I'm.tel-_

wele second, [ifth, seventh, eighth
and ninth. That, Hawaiian pride
could take. .

IT LOOKED LIKE Resurrection
City. West. Some tents were cluster-

men to be replaced bail out on the
right_side_and the reinforcements

¢d together and tables were set up,
groaning with food and cookware, a
glant outdoor Kichen. Children wan-
dered barefoot in the dusty road and
thelr big brothers drank beer in the
back of pickups.

selling chicken and laulau dinners
with rice, chow fun and macaroni
salad for $2.50. But as one of the

lin" you, brah, dat food ain't dat
good " .
Stll, there was a captive audience
for the starchy fare. including the

¢limb in on the left.

OUTRIGGER'S PADDLERS
churnéd along in unison. At the tpp
.6f one swell, two men would roll out
to the right. The canoe would disap-

ar In the trough between swells.

‘hen It reemarged at the top of thé
naxt, it sgain had six paddlers strok-
ing in perfect time. :

""We_missed a couple changes,”
Conner said, "'and we had to 4s quits
a bit of balling because we got some
. rips In the eanvas. Other than that,

things went pretty well. Except

“WE-JUST-BLEW-"em out right at —Imues—Canoe -Club [rom_Calllornia,— When | gol stung on the hand by a

gy was to sprint the {irst 20 minutes
and it worked. Last year, they
(Maire Nujs first crew) got the lead.
This ﬁr{ we had a quarter-mile

jead—aftRr-thefirst-half-hour—We —next to their canoes under-a

knew if we stayed with them ‘til we
got to the (Molokai) channel, we'd be

- the star1,” said Conner.. ' Our strate-..—the sixth-place finisher. and savar.

of the dozen Tahitlan teams. Many
clubs, such as Outrigger, stayed in
hotels or privats homes, but others

. roughed it in kiawe thickets or slept

sky
milky with stars.

A_LONG. PRAYER in Hawailan

* WHAT, OUTRIGGER coach Tom

nlrny i

In each of the past two years, the

—and-chanting cheers by several clubs

prefaced the start of the race at 7

Tooner—was-asked—wasthebreak—fannel had been unsessongbly 8. Hundreds of Molokal residents

1ast of champions? ''Coffee_and
donuts,” he said, laying waste to
sutritiona] wisdom with. a smile..
v We don't gat much before a race.”

» As he spoke, enough leis were
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- many -were bigger,- and the-wind
_blew enough to make,it choppy..

—lighte—latrines were—erectadang

‘tame, providing the Tahitiang with -

the calm, easy-riding course they
wnjoy back home——— N

But this year, the channel had re-

swells averaged four or five feet. but__

THE -RACE BEGAN at Hale O -
Lono, a rocky harbor cut from the

~edge of the Molokaj Ranch. Normal-

ly, it is the kdawe-strewn playground
of cattle and the home of a cottage
industry which sends red dirt to
Qahu to become cinder-block tile.

But the night before the race, the
coastline blazed campfires as citl-
zens of Molokai turnmed out for their

—vaerslon—oi—the-Kentucky Derby.

—~Thees-were—strung with-electric—gotiton.”™ .. . ° _ Including
Maire Nui—carried o gatlantly,—foee 1o mebe sore it qualified

every tent on the Island was pitched '
b 1 —

when we had the race start at Kau-
nakakai last year," explained Ward
Russell, president of the Hawaiian

watched [rom Hale O Lono Point
and {rom bluffs above the harbor.

— paddling techniques

Portugugse man-of-war, ——
"I never saw it, but the gland
under my arm swols up and I had to
sit out and put ammonls on it for 45
minutes before I could paddle
—-again.”

BOTH OUTRIGGER "snd third-
_place {inisher Hul Nalu Canoa Club

from Niu Valley used Tahitlan.style

paddles and quick, short Tahitian
rt-of the way.
"We used the Tahitian stroke until
we got to the channel," said Conner.

———Aps the paddiers left the arid coast——- Thed we used the (onger) Hawal.

line and passed Laau Point, they lan stroke.”

els may have wondered why go through
rn-him-inte-&——verted 10 ity Tough-h@use EellThe— thirexercise-tnfutllity. —2D

The swells suddenly were cut by

_-the wind coming out of the north.
__Several boals foundered in the rough

By the time the canoe reached
jamond Head, Outrigger was
changing paddiers evary elght
minutes instead of every 30. As for
stroks styla, Conner called it “The

seds. The chores were divided: Survival-style. When you're—that

Some paddied and some bailed.
Maire Nul's first crew tore Its

canvas covering in several places. A

spokesman for the crew later said it
lost 10 minutes trying tb repair the

damage. A request for permission to _
. repair_it was denled by race offi-

.clals. )
- “THEY WOULDN'T be able to do

it out here, anyway," ssid ones.
“They'd swamp- befors they -could

often using ons paddler exclusively
tor bail

—tired, there's nothing sthale about it.
. You just paddle.”

FRED HEMMINGS, steersman
for the Hul Nalu team, thought the
success of Outrigger and Hul Nalu
vindicates the progressive stence
they've taken towsrd canceing.
Hemmings and Conner have advo-
cated changing the rules to allow
more radical canoe designs and fast-
.or canoes, Conner_had to maka
-spveral changes In the winning

for the
Iace -

Outrizgeru.km e:ni;vl;ile i nnj.n yed

—'"The people of Molokai wgre upset —mostly. smooth sailing. It's changes

were almost flawless: -

-+ Each team_had nine paddlers. aix

in the canoe and three in an escort

Outrigger and Hyi Naly are also
. the only clubs which have done & lot
““of experimenting with" Tahitian pad-
—dling technique. ~ - T B

" “ITHINK IT'S interesting that the

Canoe Racing Association. "“This is~ boat When switching personnel, two _omly two clubs that are taking g dif-

one of the few chances-they get to
come to the Molokal ranch to fish,

or_three men sre dropped ahead of
the canoe by the-escort-boatl- Just

and camp.” Y

—__—_belore the cAliGe fgaches-

— {erent tack were the first two." said

Hemmings. “‘“Wa stood aparf in the
e'*mhﬁviisT_andTiefaid the best

here."" ~
““As far as the race went, Hem-
mings-seid “The Tahitians are com-,
petidve and -proud people. Byt we
are too. We just went out and out-
paddled ‘em today.” _ °

After the race, Hyi Nalu had a
party in Niu Valley with their house
guests, the pecond- and [ifth-place
finishers from Maire Nui.



