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Like the legendary Lone Ranger who came out of nowhereé, a California team called Blazing Paddles
swept by local favorites In the 27th annual Molokai-to-Oahu canoe race yesterday. A Blating Paddler lets
. *-__ his joy be known at the finish line. ’ 4
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West Coast paddlers blaze

\
———

to glory in Aloha canoe
By CURTIS MURAYAMA . © DéRussy beach before an appreciative crowd.

2 v Advertiser Staff Writer_. " - " — *s Never before has a Mainland team conquered the en-
) . < tire field — 35 strong yesterday after two no-shows. A
n:ﬂ‘ﬂel‘z‘“xuf:d:‘l;:: makeshift ’qrd‘:‘?’" Califor- Culifornia cance, Imua. took second in the fiberglass
~3tunned the -paddling—world- and -Hew. 856 in1971.— —_— " 7
Competitors yesl:rdlywbykwanmng the 27th annual " Yesterday's race. part of the Aloha Week festivities,
M;‘::.;;Trg;:: ci*:’:: e:rmr:!feiéoked incongrugus on o i0ed tasty revenge for Paddles coach Pete £heoan.
the awards stage next to the Hawaiian delegation garb _ Earller this year, h.c'”’“’_' couldn’t make the Imua
ed in Hawaiian f{eathered crowns, cloaks and kahilis — €rew. so he fc:med 1s own: the Blazing. Paddles. The
upset the locally favoréd Outrigger and Tahiti’s Maire [‘eWport B"l" paddier said all he was out todo was to
Nui to capture the granddaddy of longdistance cance Deat Imua. nsiead, he won the race . . . #nd Imua

races with a timeof 5:43:52, =~ .- { ® finished sixth. - - -

A strong Lanikai club, which won overall honors tn ~ But'the race dt ¥ea was far different from the outcome
1574 and has established & reputation for jts Strength’ atshore,.. .. L .. 2 i SEE
with a liberglass canoe, placed second at 5:47. | - It was a foliowthe-non-leader and a hide-and-seek

Although their name sounds more like a Mel Brooks. §ame [or most of the race. __ —ee T
comedy film, the Blazing Paddles ‘._‘# no joke to the For three hpu_rt of the race, _llli ‘2yes, including those
rest of the entrants, who started at 7:30 yesterdayp*hom. - 2board '-}.*",0!"‘!"] escort b°?’-,""5_ml» were on the favor-

ing at Hale O Lono on Molokai and ehded atthe Fort- --.- " See BLAZING on Page A3
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Blazing

anikai 2nc¢

ites and- apperentieaders ~——Qutrigger
and Maire Nui. Both aimeéd course
straight at Diamond Head
They waged a one-on-one battle, think-
Ing the'winner would take the event and
“Unaware of 1 1TIGIT 3K FiiF
along far ahead — and out of sight.

—Hairevi\‘mﬁwamer—m-m.&-and.runnar——f—
up W the winning Outrigger in 1975 and
last year, opened a 125-yard lead but ran
Into trouble when oné of its canoe seats -
broke ~.

As Outrigger closed the gap each
minute. it looked kke the lates! encoun-
ter in the OQutrigger-Maire Nyl rivalry
for{irst-to-finish honors.

But 'at the three-hqur point, anather T
—spotier-boatroared-up-and signated that— ™.
two canoes — Blazing Saddles and Lani. =
kai — were far ahead of the pack some

five miles north

The two canoes and their coaches had
laken a mogre portherly route aiming :
straight at—Rabbit-Isiand on the wind- — " —mwis
ward side of Oahu to avoid the turbu-
lence caused by race escort boats.

Cruising far ahead and unnoticed (as 1t
was in the pre-race predictions) was the’
Blazing Paddles canoe. followed by,
Lanikai. e = ~~water lines.

“The Paddles’s progress was slowed' |

--when all of the trail, escort. official and ,
Coast Guard boats approached for a look
—mt the upstaris. But all that commotion
didn’t hurt as the fi{berglass canoe -
borrowed from Hui Wa'a's Kai Ko'o club
= glided atop the water under the Tahi-
tian (or Indian-style, on the Mainland) The Qutrigger canoe did catch ‘Maire
stroke. . . ) Nui but was surpassed, ironically; again

In addition to their stroke. the Blazing by the Tahitians just offshore from the
Paddles used oars with T*shaped han- - Outrigger Canoe Club in Waikiki. Maire
dies for better grip in the 41-mile race. _ Nui, with that last effort of gusto. finish-

Lanikai was the only competition as ed third overall and first in the koa divi:—
the Paddles approached cloud-protected sion. Outrigger.took fourth overall and
Oahu — an unmistakable sight, especial- second in the koa division N

P .

ly with all the hotels poking up, from the

catch the shoreline current from Koko _
Head to Diamond Head” but could not
overcome the California team:s lead.

“ther back — did the same, cutting.across
and heading straight for shore

he working level in vesterday's-race.

>addlers amazin

2nd,

They're off: 35 canoes Ie'.ave .Uo!okaj at 7_:'30'

Lanikai made an er!ort',’lry'ing’lo—1he Qutrigger coach

Outrigger and Maire Nuj — much far-

. either.”*

“Valley), Carl Toeppner (Trukee);" Bill—:

g :
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“We're supposed 1o have won but we
didn’t.”" said a despondent Tom Conner,
“We went to chal:
lenge the best (Maire Nuil so we went
south. They (Blazing Paddles) were so
far-north, we couldn't even see them..

Shaw (Irvine) and Carolan fooled all ex”
perts in thé canoe business. And _they
had everybody else challegging®each
other while they waltzed pastthe field.

“"We got a low prefile and no one knew
~—=-we were there.” said Carolan. "We just

& i ot out in front and stayed away.” ik
a—bo':t‘}ii‘:reol‘:u:ln;ﬁe ‘:ea;]etr:;;:ér:l? ;g ‘“a"fe;,’ coach T;:ﬁf'rz'n;a:;}l sald he
e Just didnT have, endugh to Seat them 350 G4 see the Blazing Paddles-and
>~ the best.”

“It's terrific because they won in a
‘normal’ fiberglass canoe," he added,
relerring to the fact that the-winning —
and borrowed — canoe met the conserv-
ative, and generally slower. Hawaiian
Design specuications.—. e

The night before looked as if the chan-
nel-would faver the Tahitians. -akhough
Outngger disagreed — which later turn-
ed out to be @ misjudgment — and left
its fiberglass canoe back in favor of 2
koa-canoe more suiled to the rough
channel conditions _

The Blazing Paddles crew c;f Gordon
Reed (Newport Beach), John Van Cleave
(Laguna Beach), Chuck Lyda (Squaw

Wedford (Newport Beach), Hugh Fisher
{Weed), Bill Stanley-iBerkeley)- Colin

- s_c"\'*"IF"vC:J



Unfortunatelye the channel was unusa-
ally calm and the skies clear
AsTthe lght from the full moce shime-
mered off the ocean around Maickaj in
the predawn hours yesterday, expdsing
the seremity of the sea, many experts
mumbled under their breath rat, the
ondilions_were rgade to orde: for the
Tahitians
And it started out that way -
After the Rev Abraham Akaka bless-
ed the participants, the cances made”
theif way through Hale O Long to the
ocean where they would start ;
"The Tahitian erew named Terz Matil
“cruised into the opening lead with an
easy, relentless stroke. They were fol.
958 - ~lowed by the Blazing Paddies,-who
- would disappear from sight and interest
until three hours later — with an insur-
mountable lead.
Jn the first 15 or 20 minutes. the field
had spread out like broken glass on a
-waxed kitchen {loor. The ‘others were {ar-
" behind and out of sight; {ost-in the glare.
of the rising sun behind Molokai ’

t-the one-hour_ mark. the leaders
seemed to be Maire Nui, Tera Matai |
and Outrigger. Where Lanikai and .Blaz-
ing Paddlers went, no one knew until the
end. -

“ OVERALL FINISHERS
1. Blazing Paddles iliberglasy) S @ 52. 3
~Laniksi (liberglass) $47: 3 Maire Nw (koa)
5:48: % Outrigyger (koavs:
Imus — Cahjorn| s 5:58; 7
‘s (fiberglass) 5 %: & Hul Naly (fibergiasy)
: 9. Hui Naiu (koss 6:01; 10. Kaiua fiber.
-, - - -
KOA DIVISION
Maire Nui5 4.3, 3. Outrigger +-8-- 3
Nalu 6°01:28: 4. Healani 6:06 4. 5 Koolay
47, 6. Kai Opua 6:11:54; 1, Hw Lana,
028 Waikiki Surf 812 16, 9 Tere Matai
8, 10 Lamkai & 15:13, 11, Tisre Tabiti
¥. 12 Borp Bo (2404, .
NON-KOA DIVISION
Blazing Paddles

Ko'p
: 1 nr
1. Waikiki Surf 6:08:08: 12. Hansie 1Kaus:
$13712. 13 Leeward Kai 6:16.3. 14 Koolau
€:19:56. 15 Tere Matal .20 i3,
Kamehameha (Oahu) 6:22: 17,
{Hilo) 8 :

0

_Outrigger paddlers inthe water :i'uring crew change.
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