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Outrigger Canoe Club was passed
by Imua as the leaders paddled their
koa canoes away from Molokai yes-
terday morning.

Imua was shooting through the
water like a torpedo. Outrigger was
falling bchind. Winds. swells and
chop lay ahead in Kaiwi Channel

Outrigger had Imua right where it
wanted il

OCC used its “home-sea advan-
tage” to win the Molokai-to-Oahu
canoc race and bring the utle back
to Hawaii after viclories by Calfor-
nians in the last two races.

“l was ‘tired of those Coast haoles
beating us.” said Outrigger steersman
Brant Ackerman. who guided OCC

over -rough scas_while his_competi-

tion_was lossed.
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Outrigger. as fit and well-trained as
any crew Hawan has produced, won
the 32nd Molokai Ho'e Oahu in 5
hours, 45 minutes. 9.3 seconds —
20:02.3 slower than the record.

Off Shore and Imua, both of New-
port Beach, Calif., were second and
third. respectively, in 5:56:39.3 and
6:12:10.8. Canadian Qutrigger was
fourth and Hu Nalu fifth,

Thirty-nine crews finished the 40.8-
mile race.

Outrigger has won five of the last
ninc Molokai Ho'e titles. The other
four were won by Tahitians and Cali-
formans.

Outnigger’s crew yecsterday consist-
ed of Ackerman. Bob Riley. Bil
Bright. Ed Pickering. Walter Guild.
John Finney, Henry Ayau, Gib Bint-
liff and Marc Haine.

S0_ very

nice,” Haine said. “We said the

ssy beach leave little doubt for Outrigger Canoe Club's paddiers that they have
y a midday Hawaiian beach concert staged by race organizers. Qutr
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whole tme that we wanted 1t for
Hawan. This 1s our water.”

That statement was never truer

Paddiers love a rough Molokal
crossing because 1t makes for a com-
plete test of paddhing — not only of
strength. but of steering and secaman-
ship. i

Conditions were relauvely calm the
past Iwo vyears. ading “flat-water™
teams such as Off Shore, which won
the last two Molokar races.

But yesterday. there were six- to
cight-foot swells and 20-knot winds
in the Karnwi-Channel — much milder
than forecasted but not glassy, er-
ther. And Qutrigger was ready to use
I

The race was 43 minutes old when
Imua surged past OCC 1o 1ake a one-
canoe-length lead. Imua looked ox-
tremely strong. whife Qutrigger ap-
peared 10 be weakening =

s S

arrived at the finish ime c;f'th‘e. :’32r.1c1

igger won its fifth Molokai ttfein the last

yut its foes

But 'when Imua and OCC left the
“shadow” of Molokar's lec side and
found the full brunt of windy.
choppy Kaiwi Channel. the race
turned upside-down

"l could tell we could outsurf ‘em,”
Ackerman sud

That 1s precisely what Quingger
did. nding waves and ncgouaung
chop far better than its Mainland
opponents. While Ackerman found
the night angle for OCC's Leillanmi to
nide the swells. Imua’s canoe was
fishtailing all over the channel - -

Outrigger didn’t trail agamn and led
ILx nearest nival. Off Shore. by a mile
when 1t passced Koko Head. The race
was all but over at mid-channel

The rough weather might have
been a godsend to Quinigger. ~In flat
water, Imua 15 an awesome crew.”

OCC’s Bright sand

7T See Outrigger-on-Page- (-7 — - -
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After nearly six hours of paddling a koa canoe between Molokai and Honolulu, &
champagne shower is the pause that refreshes for Outrigger paddier John Finney.
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Outrigger paddlers

win channel crossing

from page C-1

Imua steersman Dennis Camp-
bell said his team tried o pre-
parc for rough seas by paddling
canocs and surfskis in California
surf. but “"when it comes to this
race. there just 1sn't enough
time to prepare for riding in
swells. .-

“We're great in flat water.
But (today) we got stuck in-
troughs and couldn’'t get out.
We weren't as good as they
were.

said Off Shore’s Billy Whit-

But we kept pushing.” .

“There lots of confidence in
this crew,” said Ayau. who
made his 18th Molokai crossing.
“Lots of aloha spirit. The
mana.”

The Outrigger paddlers got a
hugg aloha from a small navy
of mdirine craft — yachts, fish-
ing boats, kayaks and sailboats
— that ‘met them at Diamond
Head. ‘The welcoming party
numbered between 80 and 100
crafts.

Ackerman said he was happi-
est with the [t that Outrigger

Tonk “Wheh The wates gm‘dcfmﬁ?I'_OTr—ShﬁrFs_l'm of

rough. Outrigger walked away
with 1l. Brant just makes his
bout run so well.”

Ackerman’s teammates heap-
¢d praise upon their steersman.
“l think Brant makes a huge
difference,” Haine said. “He has

a fecl for the ocean.- Brant—

knows waves come three to a
sct. and we'll catch the first one
on a rush, have enough hull
speed left to calch the second
one and still catch the third.
VAROQOM!™

-Said Ackerman: “We do our
homework. We go out there
and practice lipping over. We
know we get it righted in 30
seconds, which is a whole lot
better than three minutes.”
Quinigger's--cxperience  also
made 1t tough to beat. Going
into yesterday's race, the nine
crew members combined for 49
years of Molokai race experi-
cnce. e

Also. they were extremely fit.
Through the entirc race, they
averaged about 72 strokes per
minute. Imua, for comparison.
averaged about 64.

“We just kept going up and

up. and 70 to 72 seemed to be

what the crew wanted,” Acker-
man said. “We trained hard
carly. We've been gearing for
this race since May.”
Said Bright

to get faugued — Koko Head

Olympic-caliber kayakers. “This
1s an Olympic ycar, those guys
are 1n peak condition,” he said.
“It makes us fcel pretty good
that we, in a club situation with
full-time jobs. can beat teams of
all-stars.™

The race was frce of major
mishaps, race chairman Mel
Kalahiki said. One member of
Off Shore’s second crew sustain-
ed a cul left foot when he came
in contact with a moving
propellor. The race doctlor band-
aged the wound. The wound to
‘Ted Vantiburg apparently was
not serious and he rode in his
escort until the ‘conclusion of
‘the race.

—32nd Mslokel Ho'es Oshu

1. Outrigger (k) 545093 2. Off Shore (k)
556:39.3. 3. Imua (k) 6:12.10 8. 4. Canadian
Outrigger  6:14:289. 5. Hu  Nalu (k)
618003 6. Iniani Nuuters (k) 619446 7,
Hut Lanakida (k) 621:099 8 Lanikai
625083 9. Kamehameha (Hio) 627259
10. Hanale 6:28:14.2

11, Kalua 63328 12, Anvenue
638379 13, Kai Opua 6:39:28 2. 14, Hana-
ler 639416 15 Lokati 642142 16, Lamn-
kai (k) 642249 17, Moiceal 642362 18,
Waniki Beach Boys 643566 19, Kiher
64653 8. 20. Healarn 6:48:03.7.

21, Wnois Brigade 6:51:18.7. 22. Ka Opua
(k) 651:39.14 3. Wakd: Surl Club (k)
655176 24. Hui MNalu (k) 657:025 25,
OQuebnc 658102 26, Of Share 701016
27. Koa Ka: 703434 24, Leeward Kai
706112 29, 'mua 706179 30, Na Kai
Cwalu 708148 -

31, Napih 710143 32, Kamehamsha
{Oahu) 7.92328 33 Geronimn 721094 34
Hawasan Wamors T 24104 15, Kamehame-
ha (Hig) 727398 36. Hoolenuwa 7-13033
37. Na Kedu O Xa Moy 733297 38 Ka-
manu 742393 39 Hawauan Warnorg
756 05 6. 40, Ka« Oni. did not hinsh

(k) wndcates koa cance Al ofthars Liber
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