OCC Captures Molokai-to-Oahu Race

By Jack Wyatt
Npecral to the Star-fullotin

For Outrigger Canoe: Club's coach Brant
Ackerman, guwiding s senior - men 0 a sue-
cessful regatta and long distance racing sea-
son was niee Looking back, Ackerman sand
revently, it had been a good vear

But winning local canoc races are so ho
hum when compared to what QCC pulled off
vesterday, The Ackerman-led Outnigger crew
won the prestigious Moloka's Ho'e—the men's
annual Moloka't to Oahu canoe race. And
that  aceording 1o most paddlers, s what
Havaunan outnggoer canoe racing s all about

“A higher stroke count and fewer mistalies
won it for us,” said the lei-ladened Ackerman,
who steered OCC's koa<constructed Leilani
.8 tikes acruss-the~hamg
emational Gib Bintliff, an OCC crewman, said
it even better: “We won the race with team ™
determination—for Qutrigger and Hawall.”

With Califorpia’s Offshore Canoe Club win-
ning the Moloka'i Ho'e for the past two years
—in 1981 in retord - time—some local crews
felt discouraged, even asking, how can they

n-chanael;-But-an—

compete against_those Mainland all-stars? But —
“Ackerman’s mauraders pulled together and
did the Jot—They simpty—trained-harder-and —

tried harder than any other crew,” said a
hikini<lad OCC booster. And it paid. off big
with the best canoe racing prize of the sca-
-son. iy .
- FORTY CREWS, FROM Canada, Tahiti, the
Mainland and five Hawaiian islands, struck
“out from Moloka'i's Hale O Loéno Harbor
shortly after daybreak bound for. Waikiki and
the Ft. DeRussy finish. “Imua (Calif.) passed
Us in the smooth- water just after our second
trew change,” Bintliff said, “but we got them
back when they hit the rough water.”

Powering across the choppy channel. Out-
rigger -held off Imua, plus defending chagp
Offshore, finishing in a non-record five hours,
45 minytes. and nine seconds. “With the ad-
verse current as we approached Koko Heatl”
sard OCC crewman Walter Guild, =3 record
crossing wasn’t there.” OCC finished 11530
ahead of second place Offshore and 27
minutes in front of Imua. Offshore holds the
regord of 5:25.07. '

" _In"addition (o stéersman<oach Ackerman—try.>ssd-Offshore-coach Billy:Whitford.

OCC's winning crew~included l[onrly Ayau,
Gib Bintiff, Bill Bright, Walter Guild, Marc
Halne, John Finney, Ed Pickering and Boh

Riley. "Now I ¢an go back to living a norgal -

family life,” said Ackerman, clutching hi% 3v-
yearold son Aaron whom he hadn't seen in
some time.

NO LONGER CAN the Moloka'i Hoe be -

taken lightly. With more talented visitorssand

hetter trained local crews, winning will go to
the hest prepared crews making the fewest
mistakes. “I've never seen hetter competi-
tion,” said race follower Masa Takauchi. The
lessurely Sunday paddle across the channel is
apparently over. -
Offshore made the mistake of gathering its
Olvegne kayak paddlers too late®for the race.
“Our athletes are scattered all over the coun-

its tough to get them together for practice.”
Imua's coach Dennis Camrbcll says that his
crew s tops hut that paddling in rough unfa-

“and_

miliar waters makes this race difficult for
Imua 1o win. .

What most visiting crews hope for is a flat
Moloka’t Channel. “Our paddlers are Olympic
kayak and canoe paddlers.” said Canadian

Outrigger's Preston Fisk. “We'd love to see

what we could do in flat water.” By placing
fourth overall gnd first in the fiberglass divi
ston, the hand-picked Canadians—all members

of The Canadian National kayak team—were’,

the race surprise.
Canada’s Geronimo--a crew of native In-

"~ dians from “British Columha—placed * 33rd

overall but said enthusiastically that they'd
return bhetter ‘prepared. “The Ulinois Brigade
(21st). a crew of mid-western endurance pad
dlers, _plus_the_Nuutere lhilani (Tahitit, who

The weary but elat-

ed Ovtrigger
Conoe Club- crew
relaxes after win-
ning ' the Molokai-
to-Oahvu race yes-
terday. — Star-Bulle-
“tin Photo by Dennis
‘Oda.

finished sixth overall,_said that_they're com-

ing back to win. The magic.of the_Molokai.

Ho'e surges-on



