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Tommy Holmes: Maverick in Motion 
By Frank E. Walton 

Tommy Holmes has more irons in the fi re 
than you'd find at a King Ranch roundup. 

We are all fami liar with his feat as 
co-founder and a member of the crew 
of the Hokule'a, the canoe, built and 
equipped like those of the ancient Poly
nesians, which was sailed to Tahiti and 
back, navigated only by the stars and 
wave patterns. 

Some know that he ran and complet
ed the Honolulu Marathon barefooted! 

Not so well known a re his other 
achievements. Among them, he: 
• Worked as a special consultant on a 

British Broadcasting and National 
Geographic documentary. 

• Is a Museologist (one who designs 
museums). 

• Writes about the cultures of the 
Pacific. 

• Has written the defi nitive book on 
the history of the Hawaiian Canoe. 

• Is President of the Sex Abuse 
Treatment Center. 

• Was President for fwo years and on 
the Board for seven years of 
Planned Parenthood. 

• Is President of the Young Peoples' 
Support Center (for care and 
counseling of children with terminal 
iII nesses). 

• Is vice-president of Habilitat. 
• Is writing a book on the history of 

Waikiki . 
• Is also setting up, for the first time, 

a private, non-profi t program to 
deal with the child molester and 
rapist. 
In addition to all this, a recent news 

article reports his selection as Execu
tive Director of the Hawaiian Mari time 
Center, which celebrated its grand open
ing on March 2. 

As if this were not enough, later this 
year Tommy expects to be a member of 
a group that will live for six months on a 
remote Pacific island like modern-day 
Robinson Crusoes . This is a National 
Geographic project on which he wi ll , 
among other things, chronicle the story 
of what he terms '' the most radical case 
of genocide in man's history.,. 

Most of us know only the tall , slen
der, 38-year-old man we see around the 
beach with his shorts hanging precari
ously on his narrow hips. A few are 

aware that he is one of the top watermen 
in the state, who has bodysurfed the 
25-foot waves at Waimea and the 
suicide sets at Avalanche in addition to 
his exploits with the Hokule'a. But, as 
is often the case with a "prophet in his 
own town," the respect accorded him 
throughout the world in the fields of 
Ethnohistory and Museuology is not 
well -known in Hawaii . 

Although not one to rest on his lau
rels, Tommy is pleased that his long
time dream of a Maritime Center in 
Hawaii has finally become a reality. 
Born in Hawaii , raised in and around 
the water. he began his dream as a 
child . After receiving his Bachelor's 
Degree in "South East Asia Language 
and Area Studies" and his Master 's in 
" Maternal and Child Health ," he 
gradually gravitated to his fi rst love, the 
water. 

Tommy is enthusiastic about the pos
sibilities of the Maritime Center, on 
which he has been working since 1976. 
Presently the home of Falls of Clyde, 
the world ·s only four-masted, square
rigged ship , and the Hokule'a, the 
Maritime Center is located in historic 
Aloha Tower. The two vessels arc 
berthed at Pier Seven. 

The Center's museum will eventu
ally offer 16 displays of historic signifi
cance inc ludin g " Duke Kahana
moku... " History of Honolulu Har
bor. " " Whali ng in Hawai i. " "The 
European Explorers" and "The Navy 
in Hawaii ." Ambitious as it may seem, 
the project lists some of Hawaii 's most 

prestigious names among its officers 
and Board of Trustees. 

When Tommy speaks of his activi
ties, his jaw squares and he gets an 
intense gleam in his eyes. He is devoted 
to each of his projects and fully con
vinced of the vital importance of every 
one of them to the people they serve, to 
the community, the state and the coun
try as well as to the cause of preserving 
the heritage of the Pacific Basin. 

It is obvious that his interest is com
pletely altruistic. As he states: ·' I have 
no axe to grind . I'm not selling any
thing: I'm giving. Therefore, I can go 
into any office and get a hearing." 

Tommy gives a lot; therefore he can 
ask a lot. 

Still looking ahead, Tommy wants to 
establish himself on the world stage as 
an adventurer/writer (perhaps of the 
Lowell Thomas mold). He is certainly 
well on his way to achieving that goal. 

Having never stopped pressing for
ward . Tommy has not slowed down 
long enough to get married . And that is 
one of his greatest regrets. 

Girls, if you 're interested in a tall , 
dark , handsome 38-year-old Ethnohis
torian who is a fanatic on Pacific cul
ture, and you think you could keep in 
step with him as he marches to hi s 
maverick beat, check him out. 

Clipper Cup 
Coming Up 
Sailors from all over the world are 
in Hawaiian waters next month to 
participate in the Pan American 
Clipper Cup. Boats like Ticon
deroga, Great Fun and Windward 
Pa ssage will be competing for 
prizes in races 'round the islands. 
And , says Mike Apodaca. chair
man of the Sailing Committee, all 
OCC members, sailors or no. are 
in vited to att end Yac ht sman's 
Night at the Club on August I I 
. .. a great opportunit y for you 
landlubbers to meet the skippers. 


