Mike Gordon

Star-Bullenn Warer

An unheralded team from 1

nois — ves, you read that oor
rectly — came from behind
outpaddle a gritty Tahitian erew
and win the 34th Bankoh Mo
loka'i Hoe vesterdas

Say what? llinus®

You mean a crew from the

heartland beat a crew (hat iy
waii paddlers affectionately nute
“were horn in canoes™?

Correct

ILLINOIS BRIGADE 1, a team

of marathun river<ynoe racers
that had not paddied together
this year until they arrived n

the Islands, Ninished the $0.8-m)l.
channel crossing in five hours
33 minutes, four secunds
Members of the WINNIiNg ¢res
are: Serge Corbin, Joe Junnson,
Jay Mitman, Bruce Barton, Al
Rudquist. Kurt Duberstein, £
Crozier, Tun Trichold and Mike
Fries. Oalv one member of (he
crew 15 from Hhnois. The rest
hail  from Wiscunsin, Michigarn,
New Yurk, Montana and Quet,
The lHhawms rrew padd
swell-forswell with FFPP 1, 1
top crew from Tuhiti's Federy
tion Francase Pirogue Polvne
sienne, fur more than eight

> miles before taking the lead or
4 _ i good as both crews rounded Dia
¥ o GO, T " Sl e mond Head Al umes they wers
- v : ; 2 - .t ?% paddling within four fiet of
I. bt -~ ."n. w‘.’\ﬁ:-'-"-‘i'h}-‘-mf_g : A - eraia L A, cach other
STROKE FOLK—Tahiti's FFPP 1 team is portially hidden by o swell during yesterday’s Moloka'i Hoe. The Tohitians led most Ff . .‘J?zfljpf).'lr ;;]f});??ugana&tudgh 1:;
the 40.8-mile race before finishing second to llinois Brigade 1. —Star-Bulletin Photo by Mike Tsukamoto. .

| pre-race favorite along with de

Field

Edges Tahiti by Two Minutes

fending champ Oulrigger Canoe
Cluly of Horolulu, was third in
D54 It alsw was the first koa
huuat to finish.

KAILUA CANOE CLLUB,
fourth overall with a tme of
DL, was the fiest Haway club
to eross the finsh hine

OCC 1 was seventh
Q0 2 eighth

Weuther conditions sesterday
woere fur tamer than the 18-foot
seas and 30knot winds that had
blusted the channel for much of
lust week Instead, gusting winds
turtied sUd Inte 1nto non
surfable chup by the-time a
stall armada of 4 canoes nosed
u}’ Lo the starung line outside of
Muolokar's Hale ) Lono Hurbor

Iramically. llinos Brigade |
used une of 5 sleek fiber
iluss buats, Last year,
rs of the wipming 1L
nols crew paddled g slower Loat
Lo a lh-place finish

W surprised ourselves said
lhnais' paddier Everett Crozier
42 "We dont du well un €
chanies and the rough water
thdn't help us any But once we
Bt flat water, we take off”

overall,

the

th

TO DO THAT, however, lllLinois
Brizude 1 had 1o first chase
dirwn the speedy Tahitians,

Puddling 3 blistering 80
strokes per minute, FFPP | fair.

Iy flew off the starting line
Thear churning, allarm stroke
wished them w o 3emile lead

v mid<hanne]
Turn to Page C-6, Cal. |
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