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WAIKIKI BEACH

The Outrigger Canoe Club hosted its inaugural 4th of July Regatta in 1910, 
marking the beginning of a beloved tradition. In 1943, the annual canoe regatta 
was officially named after Walter J. Macfarlane, an avid waterman and former 
club president. Today, we celebrate this historic event on Waikiki Beach, 
drawing thousands of participants and spectators. 

At that very first regatta, three Navy ships stationed at the Honolulu Harbor 
were invited to participate: the USS Cleveland, USS Chattanooga, and the Belgian 
naval training ship L’Avenir. Over the years, more local crews began competing 
and military participation ceased until World War II, when Waikiki’s hotels 
served as military R&R centers. Special races were organized for officers and 
enlisted personnel, culminating in 1945 when an inter-service competition was 
held among the women’s service branches, with the Lady Marines winning the 
event. The end of the war also marked the end of service competition.

In 2010, 100 years after the first regatta, the military race was revived in honor 
of its origins. The proposal for a military invitational race was warmly received 
by OHCRA. Local canoe clubs eagerly hosted military teams consisting of 
five paddlers, providing canoes, equipment, qualified steersmen, and even 
an orientation on canoe paddling. Originally intended as a quarter-mile race, 
participants insisted on extending it to a half-mile. In a thrilling finish, the Navy 
narrowly won the first revived race against the Marine Corps.

On February 11, 2015, the Navy presented the Outrigger Canoe Club with an 
iron beam that was salvaged from the battleship USS Arizona (BB 39), which 
was tragically sunk during the Japanese attack on Pearl Harbor, Hawaii on De-
cember 7, 1941. This historic artifact was incorporated into the USS Arizona 
Award, a perpetual trophy honoring our nation’s servicemen and women in 
uniform. The award was first introduced at the 73rd regatta on July 4, 2015, 
where it became a symbol of tribute to those who served. 

1910 - Belgian Training Ship L’Avenir
1945 - U.S. Lady Marines
2010 - U.S. Navy
2011 - U.S. Marines
2012 - U.S. Coast Guard
2013 - U.S. Navy SEALS
2014 - U.S. Navy SEALS
2015 - USS Port Royal (CG-73)
2016 - U.S. Pacific Command
2017 - U.S. Pacific Command
2018 - U.S. Army
2019 - U.S. Air Force
2020 - Regatta not held due to COVID 19
2021 - Regatta not held due to COVID 19
2022 - Hawaii National Guard
2023 - U.S. Air Force

U.S.S. Arizona Award Results by Year

To learn more about the Military Race, 
please scan the QR Code below. Information 
can be found under the USS Arizona Award.

Lady Marines at the 1945 Macfarlane 
Regatta. “THESE HAPPY LADY MARINES 
and their steersman, Charles K. Amalu, 
are shown just after copping the special 
servicewomen event against crews from 
WACs, WAVEs, SPARs and National Red 
Cross. From left, they are: Private Natalie 
Slack, Frenchtown, N.J.; Private Betty 
Schultz, Chicago; Sergeant Margaret 
Upton, Corbin. Ky.; Sergeant Ruth Hurd, 
Birmingham, Ala.; and Corporal Signe Hill, 
Marquette, Mich.- Photo by Joe Anzivino.”



The first Outrigger Canoe Club regatta, July 4, 1910, Waikiki Beach

U.S. Navy Enlisted Men’s crew at the 1943 
Macfarlane Regatta. Front: T. E. Northrup, 
SN 1/c; J. J. Steiger, SN 1/c; M. J. Pedro, 
SN 1/c; T. F. Moore, SN 1/c. Standing: 
Chief Specialist John Begleman, Assis-
tant Coach; J. D. Gilley, Carp 3/c; Philip 
K. Dolan, Chief Yeoman (former OCC
member), Assistant Coach; J. L. Zaninot,
SN 1/c; LCDR Francis X. McHugh, Offi-
cer-in-Charge, Royal Hawaiian Hotel; R.
J. Guth, MM 2/c; CWO Robert F. Dolan
(OCC member) Coach.

Enlisted Men 6 at the 1944 Macfarlane Re-
gatta. Admiral “Bull” Halsey presents the Star 
Bulletin Trophy to the winning Enlisted Men 
6. From left: Bob Bush, Tom O’Brien, Admiral 
“Bull” Halsey, Gil Carr, Mickey Beggs, Jim 
Fern-ie and Duke Kahanamoku.

Winning Enlisted Men 6 at the 1944 
Macfarlane Regatta. Top: Duke Ka-
hanamoku; middle: Jim Fernie, Tom 
O’Brien; front: Bob Bush, Mickey Beggs, 
Gil Carr.

A Message from the President and General Manager

On this special day, the 4th of July, we come together to honor and cel-
ebrate the bravery, dedication, and sacrifices of our military personnel. 
Today members from each branch of our esteemed military will 
participate in the first race of the day. This race is more than just a 
competition; it is a tribute to the valor and resilience of those who 
defend our freedoms.

The coveted USS Arizona perpetual award, a symbol of courage and 
sacrifice, awaits the victors. This iconic trophy, crafted from an iron 
beam from the aft deckhouse of the battleship USS Arizona, serves as a 
poignant reminder of the heroes who perished during the attack on 
Pearl Harbor. Their legacy lives on through this award, inspiring us to 
remember the past, honor their memory, and cherish the freedoms they 
fought to protect.

As we celebrate together today, we reflect on the rich history of the 
ancient Hawaiian tradition of canoe racing, a tradition that binds us 
in unity and spirit. On behalf of the 4,800 members of the Outrigger 
Canoe Club, we extend our heartfelt gratitude to each of you for your 
service and sacrifice. 

Thank you for your unwavering commitment to our nation and for 
helping perpetuate the sport and Hawaiian culture. Today, we stand 
together in celebration, remembrance, and appreciation.

With deepest respect and gratitude,

Emily Porter, President
Tyler Roukema, General Manager




