THE Swim

For Dr. Harry Huffaker, 31, a dentist
who swims channels with as much ease
as he might be expected to aim a water-
pik; it has all begun again.

The training clock has been set and the
minutes, hours and days will slowly tick
off in rhythm with Huffaker’s strokes.
And between this day and that unknown
day in September or October when still
kona -conditions sound the alarm, The
Swim will be occupying his mind.

Training is months of boredom building
to a, single day of sweet triumph . .
bitter, body-weary disappointment.

His goal this time is to be the same Mo-
lokai Channel he swam in 1967 in a record
13% hours when he eclipsed Keo Naka-
ma’s 1961 crossing by 90 minutes.

But if the 26-mile-wide Molokai Channel
is not a stranger to Huffaker’s mile-erod-
ing stroke, it will be surprised by the
direction because he hopes to become the
first person to swim it from Oahu to Mo-
lokai’s lonely west end.

Against the Grain

It is the “impossible™ swim—against
the very grain of the sea—and currents,
swell and wind will all be at odds with his
purpose.

But Huffaker views the channel in
much the manner as does a man view a
mountain peak and a runner a 9-second
100-yard dash.

'Allaremthmreachandcanbe
achieved at a particular point in time.

This writer first met Huffaker before
his successful Molokai swim in early '67.
‘He was introduced as “‘a guy who's going
to swim the channel.”

At the time he didn’t seem like the type
who would strike a mighty blow against
the formidable Molokai Channel. His un-
pretentiousness was deceiving.

And when suddenly the night arrived to
embark from Kewalo Basin on a boat that
rolled opposite to any normal stomach’s
direction, doubt settled upon me with
queasy misgivings. 2.

Falls Off Bunk

Halfway across the channel to the west
end of Molokai Harry fell out of his bunk
and onto me. And I suddenly realized I
had never seen this man swim a stroke—
but there he was astride my uneasy mid-
dle with a ““beg your pardon.”

What the dawn and day were to bring is
now history, but Harry was well into his
sixth hour and at mid-channel before his
performance had me convinced.

s

And when he walked from the surf at
Sandy Beach displaying no exhaustion, I
wondered why the channel wasn’t tackled
more often? A

But if the Molokai swim was complete
triumph topped with wine and toasts, the
Alenuihaha between Hawaii and Maui
was twice bitter medicine.

Huffaker tried the 29.5-mile stretch be-
tween Upolu Point and Maui in April and
again in October of 1969. The April swim
fell several miles short of Maui on a cold
and dreary day that lowered his body
temperature 10 degrees before he was
pulled from the tortures of his 17-hour -
battle.

But October was the tear jerker. Huf-
faker was within a mile of touching the
Maui coastline when darkness and a
strong wind terminated the swim for rea-
sons of safety.

He had survived 20 hours of boredom
and swum nearly the breadth of a chan-
nel rated “unswimmable” before he
reached for the stern of the escorting

““Spooky Luki.”

Those of us who have provided the
swimming support by paddlmg at his side
on the three different swims, felt a sense
of defeat that was almost as heavy as
Harry’s.

Loyal Supporters

Perhaps it is this that prompts the
same irio to support him in this latest
quest. Paddlers Bruce Ames and John
Marshall have over 60 miles of channels
to their credit and would like to cap that
record off with a sweet 26-mile victory.

Huffaker’s initial training stint (after a
seven-month layoff) consisted of a two-
mile swim off Waikiki followed by a 2%
mile jog. This schedule will be increased
slowly until Huffaker is swimming five
miles daily and tapering off his jogging to
a warm up routine.

The big push will commence approxi-
mately 30 days prior to what is felt will
bring the first good, steady kona weather
in late September.

During this period he will swim from
Waikiki to the cliffs of Portlock at least
once. Hopefully, this will be 10 to 14 days
before he tackles the channel.

The Outrigger Canoe Club has spon-
sored Huffaker’s previous swims and is
expected to again. KGMB Radio-Televi-
sion will cover the swim from the main
escort boat.

Should Huffaker be successful it is like-
ly he’ll aim his sights on one more local
swim between Maui, Molokai and Lanai
all in the same 24 hours.




