Big Isle Girls On
4th Place Team

BINGHAMTON, N.Y. — Two
Big Island girls have arrived
here to compete in the top
national volleyball tournament
after their team of ‘“rejects”
won fourth place in the AAU
women'’s volleyball tourney in
Cleveland over the weekend.
Another Hawaii girls team took
first place.

The girls, Lyndell Lindsey of
Hilo and Leslie Spaulding of
Kona, belong to a team named
Opala, Hawaiian for ‘“rejects,”
and had not been able to make
the regular Hawaii girls team
sponsored by Nick’s Fish
Market of Hawaii.

They formed a non-sponsored
team anyway, raised money
with a dance, and took a chance
on using food money for travel
expenses when they still came
up short.

The Nick’s FishMarket team
won the AAU tournament
women’s division, placing
Hawaii in the first and fourth
spots among 18 teams. The
Outrigger Canoe Club men’s
team from Hawaii was knocked

out early in the tournament.

The Opala team went un-
defeated into semifinals, then
lost to Portland, but beat Grand
Central of New York in the
losers’ bracket to place fourth.
The regular women’s team
defeated the Rebels of Chicago
for the championship.

The girls will now compete in
the top national volleyball
tournament at Binghampton,
the U.S. Volleyball Association
tourney, to last Wednesday
through Saturday.

Paul Maxwell, a publicist for

_ Performance Associates of

Honolulu, who has maintained
communication with the girls,
said they are still short of ex-
pense funds. He said donations
can be made to the Opala
Volleyball Team checking
account in care of the Liberty
Bank, Kahala Mall Branch,

‘Honolulu account No. 1213-

0105; 19-000311 The team can be
reached by telegram at Holiday
Inn West, Binghamton, N.Y ., he
said. '




