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AT MID-CHANNEL—The edrly hours ““until we passed mid-channel were the toughest miles | have
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ever overcome,”

said Dr. Harry Huffaker.
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Huffaker Is Unable to Beat
Current 24 Miles from Goal
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Ames, John Marshall, Rick
Steere, and this writer, guid-
ed Huffaker toward the
lights of Maunaloa town on
Molokai, the only visible
sign of that island from sea
level.

Ames, Marshall and I are
veterans of previous Huffak-
er swims; Steere had twice
accompanied Greta Ander-
son on unsuccessful swims
in this same channel. All are
members of the sponsoring
Outrigger Canoe Club.

“THOSE early hours of
the swim, and up until we
passed midchannel, were the
toughest miles I have ever
overcome,” Huffaker said
later.

“The oncomin g swells
were irreguar, and confused
and affected my timing.”

It became obvious that our
forward progress was slower
than anticipated in the hours
before sunrise, when Maka-
puu Point refused to back
down off my left shoulder. It
hung in with a sinister re-
minder that many more
tough hours lay ahead.

The early drift was toward
Koko Head, and sunrise
showed it dead astern of the
swimmer. Later, in the aft-
ernoon, the drift had taken
Huffaker to Makapuu and
then back off the Sandy
Beach starting point.

After the 10th hour, Huf-
faker was near halfway. But
he complained of shoulder
and leg cramps. He had been
bothered by an upset stom-
ach since dawn.

HE SWAM ON, his free-
style crawl reduced to 44
strokes a minute. His sole
nourishment to this point
had been canned peaches
and candy bars.

Compared with Huffaker’s
previous swims, it was ap-
parent he was weaker than
he had been at a similar
point in time when he last
attempted to cross the Ale-

nuihaha Channel and failed
after 20 hours in the water.

Constant rain squalls on
Molokai made it difficult
throughout the day to gauge
forward progress. And the
sun, shining directly on
Oahu behind us. made that
Island appear closer than
Molokai.

Huffaker dug forward. His
stroke was lowered still
more by 2 p.m. He seemed
to be only going through the
motions, with a 36 per min-
ute rhythm.

Hope for a
crossing was dim.

But Huffaker’s unbelieva-
ble heart and spirit pushed
him forward.

By 4 pm. he had in-
creased his strokes to 40 per

successful

minute. Now Molokai’s pine- |

apple fields could be seen,
and its keawe thickets were
no longer mere blobs of dull

green.

Huffaker quickened his
stroke. |
At 6:20 the men on the es-
corting Marlin 34 reported
that beaches were discerni- |
ble. |
Huffaker, heartened and
pulling as strong as in his
first hours. was within 215

miles of shore at dusk. All |4

were sure he was,only two
hours away from victory.
Steere and I escorted him
into the darkness, Steere
splitting the night with a
song and urging Harry for-
ward if he halted to check |
his position.
Depth recording equip- |

ment verified a shallowing |8
£l

bottom rising to greet Huf-
faker at a rapid clip—185
fathoms, 65, 55, 50 and on
until the bottom rose to 300
feet. Fifteen minutes later
we heard the call that it was |
280 feet.

And then it froze.

TWO-HUNDRED and
eighty feet straight down

. ..and 2% miles straight
ahead. It should have been a |
Sunday swim. It should have
been the final chapter, but it
wasn’t

[
|
What can you tell a swim- }
mer who has swum in one |
spot for five hours and |
doesn’t want to quit? \
What words are adequate? |
Truthfully, there were
tears in our eyes and lumps
in our throats as Harry Huf- |
faker came from the chan-
nel to sit shivering astride a ;
paddleboard. |
And we left the spot feel- |
ing sure the Molokai Chan- |
nel will someday be claimed
and conquered, so long as
man possesses the desire,
endurance and spirit ‘dls-
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