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Many swimmers will train many ways
in preparation for the second annual Wai-

kiki Rough Water for La-

bor Day, but it is doubtful that any will

:laa;;e logged the miles of Dr. Harry Huf-
T.

Huffaker, a 3l-year-old dentist whose
hobby is swimming Hawaiian channels,
tuned up for the Labor Day event with a
21-hour marathon stint in the Molokai
Channel. His bid to swim from Oahu was
thwarted 2'2 miles from his goal by cur-
rents and an out-going tide.

“I see this rough water swim as a fun
thing,"” he said.

““The youngsters wil' -obably whip me
silly, but winning is most impor-
tant aspect in a rough- ¢ swim.

“In England, for i. uce the last fin-

isher gets just as big a welcome as the
first across the line,

“It's the idea behind the swim which
rates the real applause.”

Originator of Event
Jim Cotton, a transplant from San Die-
g0, is the person behind this second swim.

Huffaker

| “He originated the swim last year and had
.+,a turnout of more than 40 swimmers.
i+ He hopes for twice as big a field Labor
*Day. The course starts at San Souci
+Beach (next to the Outrigger Canoe Club)
{+.and finishes at Duke Kahanamoku Beach
+.7in front of the Hawaiian Village Hotel. It
! smeasures two, miles and 300 yards.
*. The Waikiki swim is the offspring of the
‘famous La Jolla Rough Water Swim
*which celebrated its 39th anniversary last
+ ! :September. The La Jolla affair is only
‘s 'one mile in length, possibly because of
1 tthe cold water.
i71 Cotton has swum in many of the La Jol-
sila swims and reports that a crowd of
1125000 cheered 650 swimmers in last
year’s race.

The La Jolla race attracts swimmers of
all ages. One gentlemen entered for his
third time at 67.

The Waikiki swim will feature a mass
,/start from the beach. Conditions will be
-serowded until the swimmers clear the

Outrigger channel and make the turn to-
‘ward the Hilton.
+, Swimmers are allowed to have one es-

Phillips

cort and the course will be marked by
flags every several hundred yards.

Last Year’s Winners

Last year's first-to-finish, Marc Finley
will not defend his title, but Mrs. Marge
Phillips, swimming for the Outrigger
Canoe Club, expects to defend her crown
in the wahine class.

Also expected to make a strong showing
is Bill Woolsey, who swam the 1,500 me-
ters in the Olympic Games.

Huffaker believes the rougher the water
on the day of the swim the better chance
strong swimmers will have against youth.

‘“Poor-like seas will definitely aid the
young swimmers who are usedto those
conditions, but throw in some wind and
chop, maybe a current, and the swim-
mers more usedtothntypeoftherwﬂl

“Don’t toss out the chance of the swim-
mers over 40. Adverse seas put them at
their best.”

Cotton said the swim is “an event to
foster swimming among all age groups

Finley

and all sections of our society. It was
started by swimmers, is run by them, and
has every chance of becoming a notable
international event. We hope it will help
create a more balanced Waikiki, one en-
joyed by all.”

Crabbe Reminisces

Oldtimers will recall other such Waikiki
swims. Buster Crabbe remembers the -
late- 1920s when he and others participat-
ed in Thanksgiving Day swims from the
Elks Club to the old Outrigger Canoe
Club.

“We took in the blg high school football
game after the swim and then topped the
whole day off with turkey,” Crabbe said.

The local swim has sparked some inter-
est beyond Hawaiian shores. The San
Francisco Olympic Club has requested
entry blanks for its members, and the
World Professional Marathon Swimming
Federation is also in contact with Cotton.

A silver perpetual trophy is awarded to
the first to finish. The trophy will be on
display at the Hilton. All finishers receive
survivor’s ribbons.

Four cl Open

e

Men (any age), OpenWom-

740 KOHOU ST.

RETREAD THOSE SMOOTH TIRES TODAY!

PH. 841-5061

en (any age), Old Timers
(over 35) and Masters (pro-
fessionals).

All entries must be post-

('lo marked before midnight,
o Friday, Sept. 3. There is a
$2 registration fee

mony will be held on the
Hilton beach at 4 p.m.




