Two weeks back the City
of Huntington Beach spon-
sored the 13th annual United
States Surfboard Champion-
ships in that beach -city
known for a pier and a thou-
sand oil wells.

A score of surfers from
Hawaii competed with
scores of other surfers from
around the shores of the con-
tinental United States.

Somebody won; somebody
lost. It had to be.

Unfortunately, for the City
of Huntington Beach, it was
the biggest loser for printing
a story in the official pro-
gram that stung the memory
of the late Duke Kahanamo-
ku.

THE ARTICLE ‘‘The Duke
Was a Chicken” had no
place in a program which
gave first-page dedication to
Duke. And it had no right to
be part of a contest that an-
nually awards an outstand-
ing surfer award in Duke’s
memory

It made a mockery of the
“best all-aroundsurfer
award” (won five times by
Corky Carroll) and cast dis-
respect on the bronze bust of
Duke displayed at the Hun-
tington Pier.

Surfboard News!
ELECTRIC DESIGNS by Lopez,
Reno and Brewer ... plus 15
other shapers, too.
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And it should tint, forever,
the respect and admiration
any Hawaii surfer ever held
for the United States Surf-
board Championships execu-
tive committee.

The writer’s claim that
Duke was afraid to shoot the
Huntington Pier was a sad,
sorry piece of pulp sensa-
tionalism not worthy of
printer’s ink.

WE ARE NOT concerned
with the claim of whether
Duke wanted to shoot the
pier. The truth of this has
been lost.

But we do take issue to
any statement which ques-
tions Duke’s courage in the
water.

And we question any fur-
ther use of his name in any
connection, whatsoever, with
the USSC.

Let them find new horns
on which to hang their bor-
rowed laurels.

EACH TIME Dr. Harry
Huffaker attempts a local
channel swim it requires the
unselfish cooperation and
valuable time of those who
accompany him. In the past
this has been paddlers John
Marshall, Bruce Ames, Rick
Steere and Mike Holmes.

Huffaker has also called
upon the Outrigger Canoe
Club for financing. Without

| the aid of Outrigger, Huffak-

er would not have conquered
the Molokai Channel and
come heart-breakingly close
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to vanquishing the formida-
ble Alenuihaha Channel.

Now new faces appear in
Huffaker’s corner. When a
boat was needed for his at-
tempt to swim the Molokai
Channel the wrong way with
the next break in the weath-
er, Carl Penfiglio offered his
beautiful 46-foot Alii Kai as
escort.

Penfiglio’'s gesture was
made with no strings at-
tached.

Penfiglio’s Alii Kai isnot a
stranger to the Molokai
Channel. His boat annually
escorts Waikiki Surf Club in
the Molokai-to-Oahu canoe
race and he was also escort
for the club last year when
the voyage of Kamehameha
The Great was traced from
the Big Island to Oahu.

EXPERT ADVICE has
also come from oceanogra-
pher Karl Bathen. Bathen
has followed Huffaker's
swims from the beginning.

Bathen is positive that
Huffaker can swim the Mo-
lokai Channel the wrong way
if he observes and obeys the
proper time signals.

Not only does he flatly
state the eventual success of
the swim, but he sees Huf-
faker accomplishing it in as
little as 13 hours-30 minutes
less than he took to swim the
channel in 1967 the so-called
right way!

Bathen has related to the
swimmer-dentist that his
last swim was started and
concluded at the worst possi-
ble times.

“Harry’s first ninety min-
utes in the water was wasted
efforted because of
tide,” he explained.

“He might as well have
spent that time sleeping on
the beach. And he reached
Molokai on a strong ebbing
tide.

“He never had a chance.”

Well we remember the
first hours of Harry’s last
swim when Makapuu Point
refused to recede off our left
shoulder. And can we ever
forget those final hours
when darkness and hopeless-
ness settled into our minds

Now, with Bathen calling
the post time, it could be a
different story.
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