THIS DAY IN OUR

HAWAIIAN HERITAGE
By Russ and Peg Apple

August 24

1927: 1t was a moonless Hawaiian evening, and the cer-'
emonies started on time—8 p.m. After seven years of
building, Hawaii’s World War I Memorial was dedicated’
this evqmng in Honolulu 44 years ago.

A. Lester Marks led the American Legion ritual of taps
and the advancing of the colors as several thousand
spectators watched.

Gov. Wallace R. Farrington “was introduced and made
what press notices said in advance would be a brief and,
appropriate address. It must have been appropriate be-
cause he got a big hand, but it was not brief,” one news-|
paper reported. 2

Duke Kahanamoku took the first swim in the pool un-
der the lights, followed by a dozen children who swam a
100 meter exhibition.

Then the national outdoor A.A.U. championship meets.
got under way and lasted three days. Johnny Weismuller,
broke his own record for 100 meter freestyle. Buster
Crabbe, a local boy who swam under the Outrigger Can-
oe Club colors and coached by Dad Center, made the

mile swim in “21:52:2-5" for a national title. Crabbe was|
hailed as America’s ‘“best bet for the 1928 Olympics.”

Katsuo Takaishi of Japan also swam, as did George
Kojac of New York.

Dr. Francois D’Eleseu, national A.A.U. championship
swimming referee, declared Honolulu Memorial Pool th1
“‘best in the world.”




