HCRA’s Kuhio Festival Race on Kauai

Lanikai wins canoe opener by 26 seconds
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LIHUE—The Lanikai
Canoe Club came up with
a last-ditch burst of speed
to win the nine-mile
Prince Kuhio Festival
Race yesterday, the first
event of the 1974 canoe
racing season.

High winds and surf
Friday night threatened

to cancel the meet, but by
morning the sky was
clear and the water per-
fect for the event, tabbed
the ‘‘Iron Man'’ race
since no substitutions are
allowed

The race — which start-
ed at Wailua Beach and
ended at Kalapaki Beach
— turned out to be
dramatically close.

ALL 17 canoes entered

in the Hawaiian Canoe
Racing Associalion event
remained in a pack
throughout the race. The
17 finished within five
minutes of each other on
the beach fronting the
Kauai Surf Hotel.

Waikiki Surf Club, last
year's winner and an
HCRA powerhouse, held
the lead until the final
stretch when the Lanikai
team made its move.

Lanikai, taking the lead

in the final stretch as the
canoes prepared to round
the harbor into Nawiliwili
Bay. beat second-place
Outrigger by a bare 26
seconds.

Lanikai finished in
1:02:46 which broke Wai-
kiki Surf's record set last
vear. Outrigger, the only
club to enter three ca-
noes, took second, fourth
and 12th.

Kailua was third and
Waikiki Surf fifth

Lanikai’s first-place
team automatically took
top honors in the fiber-
glass division. Kailua was
second and Hui Nalu
third.

AMONG KOA canoes,
two top Outrigger teams
were first and second.
Waikiki Surf's koa canoe
was third.

Members of the winning
Lanikai team were Rich-
ard Longstaff, David

Hayan, Alan Sharff,
Steven Kux, Kalani
Young, Alapai Ke and
Steven Souza. The top
Outrigger team consisted
of Paul MacLaughlin,
Walton Guild, Don Mailer,
Dale Hope, Bob More and
Mike Holmes

“‘We used new training
and paddling techniques
for this race,” said OCC
steersman Holmes. “‘We
didn’t have a coach and it
was a great team effort.”

The state's younger
canoe racing association
— Hui Wa’'a—will hold its
opening race at 9 a.m.
today starting at Waimea
and ending at Poipu
Beach. Ten canoe clubs
are expected to compete
in the 16-mile race.

Yesterday’s overall fin-
ish:

LLanikal, 3-Outrioser. 2—Kaltws. 4




