Trojans also

tops in

volleyball

By MONTE ITO
Advertiser Sports Writer

University of Southern California’s
athletic teams, especially football,
basketball, baseball and track, are
among the greatest in co]leglate
sports. Add volleyball to that list be-
cause the Trojans are building up a
reputation in this game.

It could be a recruiting gimmick
or to get top-flight competition which
teams like Outrigger Canoe Club,
Church College of Hawaii and the
Central YMCA could offer, but coach
Ernie Hix is following in the foot-
steps of Trojan baseball coach Rod
Dedeaux.

FOR THE past several years De-
deaux brought the USC baseball
team here for an Easter tournament
but this spring he took the team
South. But Hix and his USC volley-
ballers are here for the second

straight spring to participate in the

Haile Classic in Hilo which winds up

Saturday
*‘This is a good tournament with
cutstandmg competition,”” Hix said.

“‘Last year we lost to Qutrigger in
the final."

USC and Outrigger met twice last
Monday and Tuesday at the H.I.C.,
with the Trojans winning the first
outing and the local club turning the
tables the next night.

USC rented the H.I.C. for three
nights, playing Church College
Wednesday.

“‘We are building up the sport,”
Hix explained of money expended
for the trip here and the rental for
the arena.

HIX BELIEVES there is a future
for Hawaii high school volleyball
players in college ranks. ““We have
two boys from Hawaii on our team.
Buster Chapman, a junior, is from

Punahou and Matthew Ryan, a
freshman, is from Kailua. Unfortu-
nately, Ryan sprained an ankle and
was unable to play here,” Hix said.

Also on the Trojan team are
Randy Shaw, who was stationed at
Hickam Air Force base and played
for Outrigger last year. He is a
three-time United States Volleyball
Association All-American.

While in Honolulu last spring on
the Trojans’ first volleyball trip Hix
became aware of the interest in this
sport among local businessmen.

I formed an all-star team after
our session last year which included
three USC players, three from Long
Beach State plus others. I needed a
sponsor so when I met Chuck Rolles
(Chuck’s Steak House operator) I
asked him if he would like to sponsor
a team in the U.S. Volleyball Associ-
ation championships

‘Do you have a winner?’ he
asked

““1 think so," I said, and he had the
Chuck’s Steak House team. And we
won the championship,” he said.

WHEN THE Trojans return to
campus, they will start preparing
for the eight-man Southern Califor-
nia Intercollegiate Volleyball Associ-
ation tournament.

““The SCIVA champmn receives
one of the four berths in the NCAA
finals May 10 and 11,” he said. “The
next four finishers go to the NCAA
Regionals to determine the other
Western berth in the finals. An
SCIVA team has always won the
NCAA title,” he added.

With Celso Kalache, George Spratt
and Carlos Fonseca, the three USC
members of Chuck’s team last
spring, and Shaw the spearheads,
the Trojans stand a good chance of
winning the SCIVA title — and if
tradition holds, the NCAA crown,
too.




