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When the sleek, koa
hulls of 10 outrigger
canoes hit the water
tomorrow for the first
Makaha Regatta, com-
petitive canoe racing will
once again maintain the
link to the days of early
Hawaii.

It's the opening of the
Hawaiian Canoe Racing
Association season and
the magnitude of such
events would have prob-
ably gladdened the hearts
of many who had hoped
for a revitalization of Ha-
waii’s dying interest in
aquatic sports 66 years
ago.

Whereas canoeing was
a mode of transport be-
tween the Islands as well
as the means to harvest
the sea in the days of
Kamehameha the Great,
its usefulness diminished
with modernization in the
decades to follow.

And even its popularity
as a sport began to flick-
er, along with surfing,
until a remarkable man
named Alexander Hume
Ford came up with an
idea in 1908.

IN AN EFFORT to pro-
vide dressing facilities
and a spot to house
canoes and surfboards
since access to the beach
was becoming increasing-
ly difficult (due to the
number of private resi-
dences and hotels spring-
ing up), he made a
proposal to several young
surfers he encountered.

Would they like to join a
surfing club that would be
right on the beach, mak-
ing it easy for them to
reach the surfing areas
off Waikiki?

The answers were af-
firmative, and after ob-
taining a lease from a
Queen Emma trustee,
Ford founded the first
organized surf group —
the Qutrigger Canoe Club.

Competitive canoe rac-
ing then was still limited,
however, as to the num-
ber of participants as well
as its confines, which
were the calm waters of
Honolulu Harbor.

BUT IT HAS grown
tremendously in the last
half-century, to the point
where the Qutrigger is
one of 15 clubs in the

HCRA.

‘““The growth of canoe
racing has progressed at
a steady pace, with a
tremendous amount of
interest in the last three
years,” said Lei Faria,
executive sectetary of the
24-year old organization.
“There are well over 5,000
participants in our pro-
gram.”
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racmg has come a long wa

The interest in the sport
has grown so intense that
in the early months of
1973 a rival group, the Hui
‘Wa’a and Surfing Associa-
tion was formed with over
15 members clubs.

Tomorrow’s regatta,
which will begin at 9 a.m.,
kicks off a season that
will run to mid-October
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with the annual Molokai-
Oahu Race.

INTERSPERSED be-
tween the sponsored
regattas, which are short-
distance races ranging
from a half-mile to 2%-
miles, are long-course
endurance events, such as
the lloloku—Oahu Race,
that have become water-
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A dream that began 66
years ago on the beach at
Waikiki has become a
full-fledged reality.

And every stroke taken
can’t help but perpetuate
a sport that will remain a
legacy to days of aliis,-
kahunas and the Great
Mabhele. »
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