Oahu Championships Sunday

Canoe season is in the stretch

By DALTON TANONAKA
Advertiser Sports Writer

The Hawaiian Canoe Racing As-
sociation season draws near its close
with the Oahu Championships Sun-
day at Keehi Park.

The climax of the season is the
State Championships, which will be
held August 3 at the same site, with
five Neighbor Island clubs joining 10
Oahu clubs in competition.

SUNDAY'’S RACES to determine
the Island champ will begin at 9
a.m. Healani, coached by Richard
‘“Baby’’ Bell, are the favorites in the
event, having captured four out of

five regulaar season regattas.

But their domination has slowly
diminished throughout the HCRA

season, and a number of clubs could’

surprise. After taking 12 first-place
finishes in its initial win at Makaha,
Healani slipped to seven, five and
six in its remaining three.

The Outrigger Canoe Club, which
broke Healani’s string of wins by
taking the Macfarlane Regatta on
July 4, has shown surprising consist-
ency in the men’s junior and senior
races. It has taken a total five firsts
in the two races, which receive more
points in scoring and therefore hav-
ing a greater effect on the outcome.

LANIKAI WAS the runnerup in

each of Healani’s wins and finished
third in the Macfarlane. It should
end up no lower than third, if not
higher.

Depth could also be a factor, as
Healani and Lanikai, along with
Waikiki Surf and Kailua, are the
only clubs that have crews entered
in each of the 20 events.

As a sidelight, Kailua’s junior
women’s team will attempt to keep
its undefeated streak alive at, four
straight wins. The erew, which
consists of Arlene Coelho, Lynna
Heen, Shannon Dunn, Gigi Coelho,
Patty Howard and Carleen Ornellas,
did not enter the first regatta of the
year.



