F-6 Friday, August 2, 1974 HONOLULU ADVERTISER &k

Healani favored in tomorrow’s State race

By DALTON TANONAKA
Advertiser Sports Writer

The calm waters of Keehi Lagoon
mean troubled sailing for the majority of
canoe clubs competing in the Hawaiian
Canoe Racing Association's State Cham-
pionships tomorrow.

That's because Healani, winner of four
out of five regular-season regattas plus

the Oahu Championships two weeks ago,
performs best on smooth seas and is the
overwhelming favorite to retain its title.

“WE LIKE the course because it's flat
.. noonehas an advantage,’’ said
Healani coach Richard “‘Baby’ Bell af-
ter his club’s convincing victory in the
Oahu Championships. “Flat water is the
true test of a club's strength.”

And the club’s only loss this season
came in the unpredictable waters of
Waikiki to the Outrigger Canoe Club in
the Macfarlane Regatta July 4. Because
of the frequent swells that rolled in,
crews often caught a wave in and sped
glqst the others that were strictly pad-

ing.

Another plus in Healani's favor is its

prized koa canoe, which all of the other
clubs agree is the best in the waters be-
cause of its length and low-slung design.

Fourteen clubs will be competing in
the HCRA's most prestigious event,
which will begin at 9 a.m. Besides the 10
Oahu clubs, Molokai, Prince David
Kawananakoa, Kai Opua and Kauai will
join them from the Neighbor Islands.
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