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The jubilant Outrigger Canoe Club’s winning crew embrace after a narrow six-second win in the
Dad Center Memorial Distance Race.

Size counts in canoe race
as Outrigger gals triumph

By DALTON TANONAKA

Advertiser Sports Writer

The Outrigger Canoe
Club’s strategy in the Dad
Center Memorial Distance
Race vesterday was map-
ped out like a well-laid
battle plan

First, all of the paddlers
who made the nine-
woman crew in the first
distance race for females
had to be on the willowy
side in size and stature

Secondly, since paddler
changes in the canoe
would ultimately prove to
be the difference in win-
ning, the girls practiced
crew changes almost
exclusively the week be-
fore

And thirdly, it was felt
that the first crew to get
out of the Hawaii-Kai
channel would be the vic-
tor — which they did.

All of which resulted in
a hard-earned win in the
nine-mile race from Ha-
waii Kai to Waikiki for
Outrigger, also the spon-
sors of the event

Coach Tom Conner's
crew — consisting of Lynn
Mason, Chris Mullen,
Tracvy Haworth, Maile
Morgan, Heidi Hem-

mings, Moire Scully, Jill
McGuire and Stephanie
Sophos — paddled the
South Shore route in the
time of one hour and 21
minutes, finishing six sec-
onds ahead of a valiant
Healani team.

Waikiki Surf followed in
third place with a time of
1:21 45, with Kailua (1:21.-
50), Lanikai (1:23.45) and
Hui Nalu (1:26.15) round-
ing out the six-team Ha-
waiian Canoe Racing As-
sociation event.

Taking a quick glance
at the winners at the end
of the race, which saw
them lead from the start
it was quite obvious that
the girls were slimmer
than most of their oppo-
nents.

“It was one of the crite-
ria for making the crew,”
said Conner, in deference
to the ease in which a
lighter girl would have
making the critical crew
change during the race.
‘““We worked all week on
making fast changes be-
cause we knew it would
be the difference in a race
like this.”

“They (Qutrigger) were
climbing in and out of
that boat like pros. A lot

of crews lost time during
changes but Outrigger
was fantastic,’”” said
HCRA executive secre-
tary Lei Faria.

The race itself was a
neck-and-neck battle be-
tween Outrigger and
Healani, with the two
boats almost even the
major part of way. But it
was Outrigger’s familiar-
ity with the course and
Healani's hard luck that
provided the final out-
come and its three-length
margin of victory.

‘““We got caught in the
surf just outside the har-
bor,”” said Healani coach
Richard ‘*Baby’’ Bell,
pointing to an area just
before the mouth of chan-
nel to the finish line. “We
might have taken it if not
for that.”

But Outrigger, taking
the precaution of going
out on the course the day
before, was aware of the

water conditions and plan-
ned the race accordingly.

“We knew where the
surf would be, so we took
the most direct route out-
side of it. We knew they
(Healani) had to go
through the waves,” Con--
ner said.
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