Volleyball: Sand Style

By Dave Koga
Star-Bulletin Writer

In a caged-in square of
sand on the grounds of the
Outrigger Canoe Club, the
dues-paying members got
.together to watch, in
Roman arena style, the
playing of the State Sand
Doubles Volleyball cham-
pionships yesterday.

Sand doubles is unlike
any type of volleyball you
have ever seen—or
played. And that's putting
it mildly.

FOR STARTERS, a
team consists of two
players—with no substitu-
tions. This means that you
must be in top shape and
that you can’t afford to
sluff off every now and
then and hope to get away
with it.

-

Then there’s the sand,
not exactly the best sur-
face to scramble about on
—especially in the mid-
day heat. One almost has
to be fire walker.

And, of course, there
are the fans. They can get
fairly rowdy—and they
often do—after guzzling
beer all afternoon. But it’s
all in the game, and it’s
all in fun.

““I think it’s very enter- °

taining,”’ said Beth McLa-
chlin, a seven-time volley-
ball All-American who
has traveled with many
U.S. teams on internation-
al tours.

Her husband, Chris,
finds the game a bit more
serious and more of a
challenge.

“It’s a skill game and
yet it’s a physical one.”’

said the former Punahou
basketball standout who
now coaches basketball
and volleyball at his
high school alma mater.
““I like the competition,
one on one, and beating
the other guy.”’

As things turned out,
McLachlin and his part- |
ner Randy Shaw—an All-
American from the
University of Southern |
California—came in see-
ond, falling to another
pair of volleyball stand-
outs, Dodge Parker and |
Charlie Jenkins, in the !
championship match, 11-6, !
11-5. ‘

But with all the sun and
beer, it hardly mattered.




