2 Canoe Races
|On Tap; First
Slated Sunday

Two major long distance canoe races are slated
off the West Hawaii coast in the coming week.

The first is Sunday’s 3rd annual Queen
Liliuokalani Canoe Race, the official opening of the
Big Island Hawaiian Canoe Racing Association’s
long distance race season.

The second, which follows by a week, is a
newcomer to the sea-going sport, the Great
Waikoloa Canoe Race (GWCR). Both are 25-mile
pulls through wind and tide.

Three Southern California teams as well as teams
from Oahu, Molokai and the Big Island will make up
the 22-canoe field lining up at 10 a.m. Sunday for the
Queen Liliuokalani race from City of Refuge

National Historical Park to Kailua. Racers will vie
in two divisions—one for koa and one for fiberglass
canoes.

Louis Kahanamoku, general chairman, of the
sponsoring Kai Opua Canoe Club, said the first
crews are expected to cross the finish line about
12:15 p.m.

A special event for women, six-mile run from
Keauhou Bay to Kailua Pier, will go off at 9 am,,
Kahanamoku said.

Competing will be Marina Del Rey, Na Hoa and
Lanakila, all of the Mainland; defending champion
Healani, Kailua, Lanikai, Outrigger and Waikiki
Surf of Oahu and Molokai. They will be joined by the

Big Island’s five clubs—Prince David
Kawananakoa, Wailani, Keaukaha, Kawaihae and
Kai Opua ]

The GWCR is slated over a course extending from
Kailua to Anaehoomalu Bay beginning at 8 am
Sept. 8. Seven teams are expected, according to
Waikoloa promotions director, Carlos Rivas

The race will be followed by a victory luau at
Anaehoomalu beach.

Both races will provide an opportunity for pad-
dlers to hone up for two other long distance races
planned in October—a Laupahoehoe to Hilo run Oct
5and the classic Molokai to Oahu race Oct. 20.




