Kailua paddles to win

By CHIP DAVEY
Advertiser Sports Writer

Kailua Canoe Club took
the second annual Wally
Froiseth Waikiki-to-Maka-
ha canoe race yesterday
afternoon in 4:24.15, and
made its point against
Healani CC.

Barbers Point, that is.

“It really got close
there,” said Randy Sylva,
Kailua’s stroker. ““We
were leading by ten
canoes going in, but then
they almost caught us.”

Richard ‘‘Baby” Bell,
Healani’s coach, agreed.
‘““We gambled and went
inside the breakers, but
nobody could deny Kailua.
They just pulled away.”

FROM THERE, Heala-
ni had problems with the
surf, taking in water in
their koa canoe, while
Kailua’'s outrigger, a
fiberglass model, seemed
to have no trouble at all.

It was the first time in
racing history that a
fiberglass canoe won.

““Koa canoes are kind of
freaky,’”’ said Carlton
Handley, who alternated
with Sylva as stroker.
“They’re more ‘live.” You
get more a feel of, the
ocean with them. We’ve
been trying to win twd
years with our fiberglass
one.”’ Besides Handley
and Sylva, Arthur Issacs,
Harrison Heen, Gary
Yuen, and Pat Tamashiro

Local boys triumph
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were in the first canoe to
hit the beach.

“But you can’t eount
out the other guys,” said
Cliff Ornellas, Kailua’s
coach. ‘‘It was a team
victory. We alternated all
the way with Carlyle
Handley, Kappy Vickery,
Walter Makaula, John
Cavaco, and Bob Cates.

ORNELLAS DIDN’T
mention the other point
that Kailua made in the
26-mile race: revenging
Lanikai, which finished
fourth today in 4:29.50 be-
hind Hui Halu, for its last-
mile victory over Kailua
two weeks ago in the Hei-
kei Hoe Ikaiki (Race of
the Strong Paddles).

advance

Hui Nalu, however, was
the biggest surprise of the
day, taking third ahead of
Lanikai, Leeward Kai,
and Outrigger.

‘“We’ve always had it,
though we’ve never been
able to put it together,”
said Kahale Kukea, cap-
tain of Hui Nalu. “That’s
right,” added his brother
Kala. “We were almost on
top of Kailua at Barbers
Point, but our real race
was with Lanikai.”

Kailua, though, was in
command the entire race.
““Our changes were terrif-
ic,”” added Cliff Ornellas.
‘““And we didn’t make any
mistakes.”

The order of finish:

Kailua 4:24.15, Healani
4:28.8, Hui Nalu 4:29.02,
Lanikai 4:29.5, Leeward
Kai 4:33.03, Outrigger
4:34.47, Waikiki Beach-
boys 4:37.4, Waikiki Surf
Club 4:26.2.




