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Molokai Race Oct. 27

By Rod Ohira
Star-Bulletin Writer

The Molokai-to-Oahu
Canoe Race, held annual-
ly during Aloha Week
celebrations, is undoubt-
edly the stiffest test for
paddlers.

The first race was held
in 1952, with the late
Vance Fawcett spear-
heading the event with the
help of A. E. ‘“Toots”’
Minvielle.

Kukui O Lanikaula, a
club from Molokai, won
the 36-mile event that
vear by paddling from

. Kawakiu to the Moana

Hotel in eight hours and

. 55 minutes. Only two

other clubs participated in
the initial venture.

THIS YEAR, over 35
clubs representing the Ha-
waiian Canoe Racing As-

.~ sociation and Hui Wa’'a,

are entered in the Oct. 27
race.

With only Hui Wa’'a
clubs participating last
year because of a boycott
by HCRA members,

- Hanalei Canoe Club, using

a fiberglass craft, won the
event in six hours, 38
minutes and six seconds.
A noteworthy item
about last year’s race is
that a six-man crew,
representing the Beach-
boys Club, made the
crossing in seven hours,
one minute and 55 sec-
onds. It was the first time
a six-man crew had made

the crossing without sub-
stitution in this event.

Waikiki Surf Club won
the event in 1953 while
Hui Nalu took top honors
the next year. WSC came
back to win the event in
1955, the final year the
race was staged from Ka-
wakiu to the Moana Hotel.

In 1956, the distance
was increased one mile
because the finish line
was switched to the Ha-
waiian Village Hotel's
beach. Outrigger Canoe
Club won that race while
Kai Oni set a record the
next year with a winning
time of five hours and 56
minutes.

WAIKIKI SURF Club
won the event the next six
years and set a record in
1960 of five hours and 29
minutes. Also in 1960,
fiberglass canoes were
used for the first time.

Outrigger Canoe Club
took fiberglass honors in
1963, the first year the
race recognized the light-
er crafts in making
awards.

Kailua Hawaiian Canoe
Club bettered WSC's 1960
record in 1964 with a time
of 5:56 while Hui Nalu
copped fiberglass honors.
Outrigger took the koa
prize the following year
with Lanikai the fiber-

. glass winner.
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WSC was the 1966 koa
winner with Healani tak-
ing the fiberglass division.
Healani bettered the
fiberglass record the next
year with a time of six
hours, 12 minutes and 14
seconds while OCC took
the koa race.

In 1968, OCC set a koa
record that still stands by
winning with a time of
five hours, 55 minutes and
16 seconds. Winners since
then in koa have been
WSC in 1969 and 1972
along with Healani the
other two years.

Fiberglass winners
since 1967 have been
Healani in 1968, Lanikai in
1969 and 1972, WSC in 1970
and Hui Nalu in 1971,

Healani’'s 1968 fiber-
glass winners set the
present record for that
class with a time of six
hours, three minutes and
28 seconds.

Approximately 35 escort
boats are needed for this

year’s race and the_Aloha
Week Committee will pay
skippers $50 for gas used.
Anyone interested in help-
ing can call Moana Lane
at 537-1994 by Oct. 23.

Chris Triumphs

Los Angles (UPI) —
Top-seeded Chris Evert
had to resort to well-
placed lobs last night to
turn back an inspired
Rosemary Casals 6-2, 6-7,
6-2, in a two-hour quarter-
final match in the $100,000
Virginia Slims tennis tour-
nament.

Miss Casals, of San
Francisco, came to the
net in the second set to
throw Miss Evert's con-
trol game off balance.

Miss Evert forced the 5-
foot-2 Miss Casals back to
'baseline play in the third
set by resorting to tower-
ing lob shots when her
opponent came to the net.
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