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Healani Canoe Club seeking
a comeback win in the finale

By CHIP DAVEY
Advertiser Sports Writer

Richard ‘“Baby’" Bell works for
the gas company but he'd rather
give “‘gas” to the other canoe clubs
in the annual Molokai-to-Oahu race
on October 27.

Bell, you see, is the Healani
Canoe Club coach.

“We don’t want to get caught in
the pack on that one," said Bell,
whose crew trains on the Ala Wai,
““With 30 canoes and 35 escort
‘boats, that start’s gonna be a wash-
ing machine of white water and
wakes.”’

Bell should know. He coached
Healani to the regatta season title
last summer, but couldn’t get mov-
ing in the five-race distance sea-
son, the finale of which is next Sun-
day’s Molokai crossing.

“WE WON Kona and were
second at Makaha in the distance
season,” added Bell. And it shows
that no club can dominate in this
sport.

Waikiki Surf Club, which has
dominated the 42 -mile race since
its beginning, proves his point.
WSC has fallen off in the current
distance season and aren’t picked
by anybody to win.

And what about OQutrigger?

“No, you can’t count them out,”
said Al Lemes, Lanikai's coach.

Even though they haven't had a
good distance season, no crew that
won five of seven distance races in
the regatta season is going to for-
get winning."”

It could all come back to them,
though the odds are on Lanikai,
Kailua, and Healani of the Hawaii
Canoe Racing Association and
Kaneohe and Hanalei of Hui Wa'a
to battle it out for top honors —
with Hui Nalu of HCRA the dark
horse.

“WE’RE GOING to set a fast
stroke,”” added the softspoken Bell.
“We plan on using four strokers.”

Bell is one of them, while Rolf
Luttgau, Healani’s ‘‘German dis-
covery’ and steersman will be the
race captain. “Would you believe
we found Rolf a couple years ago
on the Ala Wai in a kayak?” said
Bell. ““He’s done the channel before
but in a fiberglass boat.”

For the record, Healani will be
putting its shorter (40 feet) koa
canoe into the water — after $3,000
worth of alterations, including new
gunnels, manus, and an extended
nose. It used to take in too much
water.

“We're expecting it to be rough,”
continued Bell. ‘“And a shorter
canoe is better in rough water.”

Lemes’ strategy, meanwhile, is
more psychological than anything
else. He cited “mental lapses™ in

the last Makaha race where Lani-
kai finished fourth after winning
the Kahana Bay race before that.
“But I've noticed a change in the
attitude already,” he said. ‘‘My
paddlers are all good; they have
good minds. We’re getting the feel-
ing that Healani and Kailua will
have to chase us, not the other way
around.” ‘
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Jim Kreofsky, Bell’s biggest pad-
dler at 64 and 200 pounds, thinks
that Hui Nalu will be in the race,
too.

‘““We hope so,’” said Kahele
Kukea, Hui Nalu’'s 28-year old
coach. “Healani is our main com-
petition in koa, though our problem
actually is personnel. We never
seem to get enough guys out.”

The members of the crews,
which will soon be cut down to nine
each:

HEALANI: Keith Keillor (a stroker), Ed Doeren-
berger, Jim Kreofsky, Gary Wible, Ed Hoopii (an old-
timer), Mort Watson, Dickie Lovell, Rolf Luttgau, Jeff
Carvalho, Chip Luscomb and Pete Luscomb.

HUI NALU: Billy Mitchell (who is usually #2 seat
but can sit anywhere, according to Kukea), Donald
Cagle (the regular stroker, and who has a lot of experi-
ence), Kala Kukea, George Kissner (who will probably
sit No. 2 or 3), Nick Black, Pete Simpson (who has a
good shot at the club although Kukea feels he’s strong-
er in shorter distances), Jeff Clarke (who can go to any
seat), Sonny Bradley (who sits in the middle of the
boat), Leo Titcomb (another any-seater), Lance Bo-
land (a surprising 16-year-old), David Darval, and
Leroy Ah Choy.

LANIKAI: Dave Hazen, Steve Wood, Fred Berengue
(all three are strokers), Steve Cox, Mike Cruse, Gale
Berengue, Pete Pacheco (all of whom =it between No. 2
and No. 5 seat), Greg Culver, Rocky Owens, Paul Gay
(the steersman), Rich Longstaff, Paul Keeler, Bill
DeWolfe, and Robbie Burns




