It’s a family aftair

for Kaneohe paddlers

By CHIP DAVEY
Advertiser Sports Writer

Paddling is a family af-
fair with the Kaneohe
Canoe Club of the Hui
Wa'a Association, and as
far as coach Bobby Wil-
son is concerned things
couldn’t be rosier.

‘““The parents are be-
hind us 100 per cent,” said
Wilson, whose club num-
bers 114 strong and in-
cludes three sets of
brothers in the 13-man
erew preparing for the 42-
mile Molokai to Oahu
race this Sunday.

BUT THAT doesn’t
count Henry Paahia, per-
haps Kaneohe's most
valuable asset.

“We'd be lost without
him,” said Gladys Hauki,
the club’s administrative
secretary. ‘‘He builds all
the tents and he’s respon-
sible for transportation
and storage of the canoe.”
And then there are the
women who do the cook-
ing in the tent—it's all

art of the family bit, you

ow.

What about the pad-
dlers?

“They give you a lot of
that Hawaiian heart,”

said Wilson. ‘“And they’re '

young, mostly under 25."
Wilson says that all but
a couple of his paddlers—
of whom Vana Leulu at a
solid 6 feet-200 pounds is

the biggest in the Molokai
boat—have Hawaiian
blood in them. And it just
happened to work out that
way.

“NONE OF THEM have
paddled more than two
years,” added Wilson.
“And we have quite a few
guys with only a year's
exBerience."

ut

then they'll have .

the advantage of veteran
steersman Gary Muraka-
mi, who at 36 has been
across the channel a num-
ber of times. He joined
Kaneohe in a surprise
move a couple weeks ago.

Wilson, however, feels
that the Hawaii Canoe
Racing Association crews
might have an advantage
because they use koa
canoes, while Hui Wa'a's
outriggers are fiberglass.

‘““Koa canoes slice
through the waves,” he
said. “But fiberglass ones
have a tendency to get
caught and lose their
momentum.’’ And that
could make a difference
in an eight-hour race,
especially if the water is
rough.

WHATEVER THE
Kaneohe paddlers’ prob-
lems, people still pick
them to be contenders in
the Molokai affair, along
with Healani, Kailua, and
Lanikai of HCRA—and
Sam Steamboat’'s Hawal-
ian Warriors who will be
entering with neither Hui
Wa'a nor HCRA affilia-
tion. .

Wilson feels that Wailua
and Hanalei (both of
Kauai) could be in the
running too—Kaneohe
dueled Hanalei throughout
both regatta and distance
seasons for the top spot in
Hui Wa’a—and he thinks
that Kaneohe ‘‘is ready
for HCRA this year.”

““Last year we were-
n't,”” he added. ‘‘I think
both associations should
get together and have a
true State championship
as well, even as early as
next year."”

A lot of coaches are
saying that.

Kaneohe's crew:

Doonie Gerona (a stroker), Boy Gero-
na, Kane Turalde, John Turalde (anoth-
er stroker), Shoyu Kaluhiwa, Roland K.
Kaluhiwa, Dennis Kaluhiwa, Dicky
Tyau, Philip Jaentsch, Boise Mattos,
and Paul Awa (the youngest crew mem-
ber at 16).
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