Canoe Racing
a Way of Life
for Napolean

zl’oul Carvalho
r-Bulletin Wmel;

To many, the Molokai-
to-Oahu canoe race is con-
sidered the pinnacle of the
canoe racing season, the
most arduous and presti-
gious of all competitions.

To some, who have
known the race for a long-
er period of time, the race
means even more. It has
become a way of life with
them, an event not so
much to be won than to be
experienced.

Joe “Nappy" Napolean
is one of these men. He is
coach of the Waikiki Surf
Club, which has a colorful
history that includes 11
victories in the 21 years
the event has been held.

NAPOLEAN has seen
much of that history first
hand, paddling, steering
and coaching for Waikiki
Surf Club, the Outrigger
Canoe Club and Healani
over the past 16 years. He
will be at it again Sunday.

‘“People tell me,
‘Nappy, why don’t you
call it quits’,” said Napo-
lean. “ ‘You don’t have a
winning team this year,
why don’t you take a
rest,’ they say.

“They don’t realize that
paddling has become my
life. This is the worst sea-
son I have ever had, but it
really doesn't bother me
that much.

“‘Naturally I like to win,
but more than that I like
to paddle. I started pad-
dling when I was 11 years
old you can’t just stop
like that after all these
years," said Napolean.

In 1958, six years after
the race’s origin, Napo-
lean made his first cross-
ing with the winning Wai-
kiki Surf Club.

“THAT WAS MY first
race, and I would say that

it was my best,”’ said
Napolean. ““I was young
and didn't know how far I
had to go, so 1 went all
out right from the start. I
know better now.”

The other year that
stands out in Napolean's
memory is 1962, the last
year the canoes started
from Kawakiu.

““That was the closest
race I can remember. We
had some really fine pad-
dlers, like Randy John,
Rabbit Kekai, who pad-
dled in the first race in
1952 and is paddling with
me this year, and Mike
Tong.

“We went up against a
tough team from Outrig-

ger, which had some top- |

rate paddlers, like Mark
Buck, who now coaches
Outrigger, and Fred Hem-
mings. We barely man-
aged to beat them,” said
Napolean.

~ Napolean is no longer
an energetic Koung pad-
dler. Much of his youthful
energy has been changed
into a sentimental respect
for the sport, and most of
all, the Surf Club’s 39-
year-old koa-wood canoe,
Malia.

“l wouldn’t go into a
race in any other canoe
than Malia,” said Napo-
lean. ‘“The Malia is the
best ... it has won so
many races that it has
huliflt a reputation for it-
sel

‘““Back when Waikiki
Surf used to win every
year they would all say
that it was because Malia
was such a good boat.
When the fiberglass boats
were introduced, they all
followed the mold of
Malia. :

“To the guys paddling
for Waikiki Surf's senior
crew, the Malia is a leg-
end, we knew about it
from small kid times,”
Napolean said.




