Good Neighbor Sam Won't

G e o

Have

Koa Canoe for Molokai Race

By Paul Carvalho
tar-Bulletin Writer

Just two days before the
start of the Molokai-to-
Oahu canoe race Sam
Steamboat has one thing
on his mind.

His new koa wood canoe
won’t be in the race.

Steamboat had received
an eight-year-old koa log
as a present some time
back and had contacted
Wright Bowman, a
Hawaiiana teacher at
Kamehameha Schools, to
fashion a canoe out of the
log for him.

“I'VE PADDLED with
a lot of different clubs like
Outrigger and Waikiki
Surf, and I've seen a lot of
different boats in my
time,” said Steamboat.

“We tried to take all the
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best points from each
boat and put them into
one which would be good
for any kind of competi-
tion, rough waters, regat-
tas and springs.

“Then we learned that
Molokai Canoe Club was
having problems getting
its boat ready, so we
delayed our project to
help them out. As a result
we didn’t get our canoe
blessed until Oct. 12, and
by then, there was no
time to make the proper
corrections,” said Steam-
boat.

Steamboat, who runs
the Waikiki Beach Center
and Outrigger Beach
Service along with coach-
ing the Iolani jayvee foot-
ball team, wrestling, and
coordinating the aquatic
events for the bicentenni-
al celebration in 1976 in
his spare time, claims
that he gets more than
just thrills from canoe
paddling.

““The fact is that canoe

paddling puts you in a
spot where you have to
count on the other guy to
help you out, whereas, in
wrestling, you can watch
out for yourself.

“THERE ARE many
times in every day life
when things get really
bad and I remember my-
self straining to paddle
that canoe, and I say to
myself if I could paddle
from Molokai to here, I
can overcome this!” said
Steamboat.

This will be his seventh
crossing but will be slight-
ly different from his other
competitions because he
will be taking the suggest-
ed nine-man crew along.

In previous attempts
Steamboat has often com-
peted in the 37-mile race
with only a six-man crew
which means that every
man had to paddle the en-
tire distance.

““‘Back when I used to
paddle with Waikiki Surf

Club, we had Nappy
Napolean, Dutchy Keno,
Moki Perkins, Blacky
Makaena and Blue Ma-
kua, and we were the only
team that would go with
six men, but we would
win almost every year,”
Steamboat said.
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NAPUALANI HOTEL
2550 CARTWRIGHT RD.

Bring the fa

Relish Tray * Choice of Soup or
Mashed Potato or Rice « Fresh [
or Fruit Tart « Lavosh Bread, Butte

Adults, $4.50, Children under 12
A la carte and regular menu avai

For Reservations, Ph. 922-38¢

Major Credit Cards Accepted.
Free Parking Hotel Basement.



