Molokai to Oahu |

24 canoes in Aloha Week

By CHTP DAVEY
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There should be a sign
hung up over the Molokai
Channel this morning —
“STAY OUTTA THE
WAY PLEASE" — intend-
ed for boaters, surfers,
swimmers or whoever
might wander into the
course of the 42-mile
Aloha Week Molokai-to-
Oahu canoe race that
starts at 6 a.m. today.

Violators run the risk of

getting hit by 24 400-pound
canoes (koa and fiber-
glass), escort boats, and
various other craft used
in officiating the affair
that has been running
every year since 1952.
Kailua Canoe Club is
the only organization with
a canoe entered in each
category — koa and non-
koa (namely, fiberglass),
and therefore has a dou-
ble oportunity to win the
$600 (first-place for koa)
and $500 (first place non-

koa) prize money.
SOME PEOPLE pick

Kailua as the race favor-'

ite, but then Lanikai and
Healani have been men-
tioned, too. All three clubs
compete in the Hawaii
Canoe Racing Associa-
tion.

Healani won the regatta
season of the HCRA last
summer, but Outrigger
Canoe Club took five of
seven distance races and
they could show favorably

this afternoon on the basis
of “winning memory."

That doesn’t count the
Hui Wa’'a clubs, or the
independents.

Kaneohe and Hanalei of
Hui Wa's — two clubs that
battled it out during their
race seasons — should be
in the thick of things, too,
as well as Wailua and
Koolauloa of their own as-
sociation and Huli Nalu of

HCRA.
Then there’s Beach-
boys, Inc. — a seasoned

race

crew under the auspicies
of Sam Steamboat — and
a new club, Kai Kane,
who expect to surprise a
few people this afternoon
at 1:30, when the first
canoe are expected to
land in front of the Moana
Hotel.

Lists of the clubs in

their divisions:

Koa—Kai One, Waikiki Surf Club, Out-
rigger, Molokai, Healani, and Kailua.

Non-koa—Paumalu, Kamehameha,
Haleiwa, Hanalei, Kalihi-Kai, Kaneohe,
Keehi Kai, Koolauloa, Sons of Pacific,
Leeward Kai, Kailua, Hui Nailu, Prince
David Kawananakoa, Imua, Army, Wai-
kiki Beach Boys, and Lanikai



