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Latest on the local scene: a pro volleyball franchise

By BEN KALB

Advertiser Sports Writer

If you were beginning to think you had seen the last
of professional sports leagues, be advised, another is
on the horizon
_The International Pro Volleyball League will make
its debut in May and Honolulu is one of the 10 fran-'
chises involved

Hawaii's team is owned by movie producer David
Wolper, the maker of the Olympic documentary Vi-
sions of Eight. He is hoping to attract some local finan-
cial interest also

WOLPER HAS BEEN in town twice already and is
dug back in a couple of weeks to help organize the front
office. Hawaii Five-O star Jack Lord has been mention-
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ed as one possibility as a local owner, since he and
Wolper have the same business manager.

As of now each of the 10 teams has been allowed to
sign two coaches or player/coaches and to claim rights
on two foreign plavers.

Hawaii's playing coach will be Jon Stanley and he
will be assisted by Dodge Parker. Both play for the
Outrigger Canoe Club team.

Stanley has not signed his foreign players yet, but he
has a male player from Japan and a female player
from Korea in mind

The league's draft will be held in late February and
that is where Stanley will pick up the bulk of his 12-
player roster.

On the local level, Stanley said he is possibly inter-
ested in drafting Tony and Chris Crabb and Charlie
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Jenkins, if they are not taken beforehand. There are
also a few women players in Hawaii capable of playing
pro ballincluding Beth McLachlin and Linda Fer-
nandez of the University of Hawaii, but Stanley may
not be allowed to draft them. The league is expected to
put in a rule similar to the one used in pro basketball
that underclassmen cannot be drafted unless termed
**hardship case.”

‘THE 10 FRANCHISES in the league are San Diego,
Los Angeles, Santa Barbara, Portland, Vancouver,
‘Toronto, New York, El Paso, Cinci i and Honolul

hall players Keith Erickson and John Vallely. Erickson
played on the U.S. Olympic volleyball team in 1968. _

League rules specify that two of the six players on
the court must be women.

The league season will open in late May and continue
through August. The playoffs will begin in early Sep-
tember. Each team will play 40 matches, 20 at home
and 20 on the road. Hawaii's schedule, due to the large
travel expense, will consist of two 10-game home
stands.

al
Chicago and Miami may be added before the season

‘opens.

Former Olympic coach Allan Scates will coach the
L.A. team, which is also expected to include former
pro star Wilt CI in. Other coaches
named so far were Rudy Suwara (San Diego), Larry
Rundle (Santa Barbara), Greg Thompson (Cincinnati)
and Mary Jo Peppler (El Paso). Ms. Peppler scored the
most points in last week's Women's Superstars compe-
tition in Houston.

Also expected to play in the league are pro basket-

ACC! TO Stanley, half of the games will be
booked into the H.LC. with the others planned for
McKinley High, the Unversity of Hawaii, Maui and

1lo.

“Until it catches on, I think we can only expect to
average between 1,000 and 2,000 per night,” said
Stanley.“Maybe in about four or five years, we can
draw 5,000 per match.”

Although nothing has been finalized, Stanley says the
team’s ticket prices probably will range from $1 for
students and military to 85 for reserved seats. There
will also be tickets at $2 and $3 available.




