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‘MHeartbreak’ Regatta

“This regatta had more heart-
breaks than any I've ever eXxperi-
enced,”” sighed Waikiki Yacht Club’s
Frank Lippman, who finished fourth
in last weekend's windless State
Sailing Championship on Kaneohe
Bay.

“More than once I sailed into a
calm only to watch my competition
drift past. But 1 consider myself
luckier than most. At least I finished
in the top five.”

But all were not so fortunate as
Lippman. One disgruntled crewman,
whose skipper finished out of the top
10 for the first time ever, likened the
no-wind contest to a nautical disas-
ter.

“With that variable and shifty
light wind, at least two of the four
heats should have been postponed
and restarted.” he stated. “In one
race we sat becalmed for 45 minutes
without so much as a breeze, and in
another heat, the wind—what there
was of it—shifted 60 degrees. This
was for the championship. The race
committee should have made
changes.”

But for all of the weekend's wind-
less woes, Kui Lim of Waikiki Yacht
Club couldn't have been more pleas-
ed. Lim, with brother Yal and Sam
Gilbert. shocked the 22-boat fleet
with their consistency—four consec-
utive second places to win the cham-
pionship by 13 big points over Glenn
Clark Jr. Last year. off Waikiki, Lim
won the title by one point over
Clark.

“We had our share of breaks—
both good and bad.” explained the
22-year-old sailing champion.

“There were a couple races where
1 think that if the wind had been
steady that we could have won. On
the other hand, we came from be-
hind in races as the result of being
on the right side of a wind shift. |
think it all evened out.””

According to Lim, he had several
things going for him. "My crew and
1 worked hard to get the most out of
what little breeze there was.”” he
said. “'plus our crew perhaps weigh-
ed less than most teams and were

better suited for the light wind

“And 1 feel that our boat, Ozone,
with its fast saills, were right for
these wind conditions 1 was pleased
that we won the championship for
Waikiki Yacht Club This was their
first State title since the competition
began 14 years ago."’

But for most contestants—those
other than the leaders—the regatta
was shear misery. Consider that
seven-time titlist Cy Gillette, gener-
ally acknowledged as Hawaii's best
helmsman, finished a lowly 11th
place in the final standings with a
score that included two 15th places;
three-time winner Charles Dole
recorded back-to-back 11th places,
and perennial threat Les Vasconcel-
los, Jr., in the third race, saw his
comfortable lead diminish to 19th
place when his boat found a calm.

On the positive side, Windward
Oahu sailor Bob Holland, who placed
13. 16, 16 in the first three races,
cranked out a win in the finale

“Some of my competitors claim
that my last race victory was luck."
he said, “"but I contend that's how I
generally fimish and that my first
three races were the flukes "

Third-place series finisher Tom
Carpenter. as a result of a possible
break or two, came from behind in
two heats—sixth-to-first in one race,
and 19th-to-sixth in another—while
runnerup Clark may also have had a
little luck on his side.

By placing first and third on
Saturday. 1 was tied for first place
in the series and more than satis-
fied."”” said Clark. ""but on Sunday
when 1 placed eighth and mnth
things kind of fell apart. But it could
have been worse. In one race 1 had
to come from 17th place to crack the
top 10. It was that kind of series.”

CHAMPIONSHIP STANDINGS ) Xui Lim, waikikl
YocmCiub. 2222 (0pointy), 3 Gienn Ciark, Jr . Lanal
na (Mayi) Yacht Club, 1 398 () points). 3 Tom Carpen
ter. Kaneohe Yacht Club. 61611 (24 pointy). 4 Frank
Lippman, WYC. 105123 ()0 pointsi. § Peter Dilling
ham, Outrigger Canoe Club B84 13 ()1 pointy) & Kenny
watty, KYC. 0418 () oointy) 7 Les Vasconceilos. Jr
WYC. 37194 (1) points). B Charies Doie XYC §1111 7
(34 points). 9 Mark walker XY(C 119 145 () pointy),
10 Jomn Myrdal. XYC, 913 3 14 (4] pointy)
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