Canoe clubs expecting strongest crews
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If the early races are any indica-
tion, local canoe clubs will be field-
ing stronger crews this season, but
the traditional strongholds may still
be indomitable.

‘With the regular regatta season
around the corner, the Hawaiian
Canoe Racing Association and Hui

a'a & Surfing Association are
gearing up — getting the kinks out of
muscles and the canoes back in the
water.

!'The indications are we ‘re going
to.hnve a terrific season,” said Hui
a president Terry Reed. He said
plddlers could expect even stronger
1‘ petition this season, based on
at he saw at Hui Wa'a's April 26
rdce — the first event of the season.
Waikiki Beach Boys swept the two
g-distance events, a five-mile
race for women and nine miles for

n
mf‘The Waikiki Beach Boys are
going to give very tough competi-
DE‘ Reed said. '‘Loa‘'a has always
n strong.”” and even a new club
— Lokahi — was impressive, he

id.

‘J‘he two associations, Hui Wa'a
and HCRA, compete separately
through the regular regatta season

— Hui Wa'a in fiberglass and HCRA
in wooden-hulled canoes. There is a
combined championship in early Au-
gust and then the paddlers begin
training for the long-distance events,
culminating with the Molokai-to-
Oahu race. This year, the men's
Molokai race is scheduled Sept. 27,
and the women's, only their second,
will be Oct. 12.

The Oahu section of HCRA held its
first event of the season last week-
end — a double-hulled race from
Magic Island to Waikiki and back. .

“It was a good race,” said HCRA
race director Mel Kalahiki. ‘‘Hui
Nalu and Outrigger (Canoe Club)
battled to a dead heat."”’

Ultimately, it was Hui Nalu that
won the six-mile event, a good indi-
cation that Outrigger, which won the
combined state championship last
August, will’have a run for its
money from Hui Nalu again this
year.

Hui Nalu came up short when the
points were totaled at the state
championship last August, but it
proved its strength by winning the
last four events of the race, both the
men's and women's junior and sen-
ior races. So it should be no surprise
that Hui Nalu is back with formida-
ble crews in the higher divisions.

Kalahiki said three events have

been added to the HCRA regattas:
for girls in the age 13 bracket; sen-
ior women's masters for women
over 40 and a mixed boys’ and girls’
event in the 12 bracket.

Hui Wa'a has added masters
events for paddlers 39 years and
over, and there have been some
changes in ‘the distances of certain
events.

Paddling numbers have grown sig-
nificantly in past years and from all
appearances, the growth has added
to the heightened competition. Al-
though some have argued that the
sport has grown too much, Reed is
among those who welcome the new
paddlers.

""'The more we can get involved
the better for everyone,” he said.
‘“We can retain the aloha that's al-
ready there."”” He said paddling is a
family sport and more families are
joining, ‘*and that's ‘the most ideal
thing I can think of.”

The schedules:

HCRA

(Regattas begin at 9a.m.)
May 24-25—Celebrity races at Honolulu le
bor

June B—-King Kamehameha Regatta at Kai-
lua Beach Park

June 15—Leeward Kai Regatta at Nanakuli
Beach

June 22—Pop Waialeale Regatta at Waima-
nalo Beach

June 29—John Kaupiko Regatta at Waikiki
Beach

July &-Walter J Macfarlane Regatta ot
Waikiki Beach

July 6—~Special race in conjunction with
Sports Week at Honolulu Harbor

July 13—-Makaha Regatta at Makaha Beach

July 21—Oahu championships at Keehi La-

goon
Aug 9—HCRA state championships
Aug 10—Hawail combined state champion

ships
Aug. 24—Duke Kahanamoku race at Magic
Island

Auw

Se t. 14—Dad Center wahines race from
Lanikai to OCC

Sept 27—Molokai to Oahu race for men

Oct. 12—Molokai to Oahu race for wahines

1—Queen Lilivokalani race at

HUIWA'A
(Regattas begin at 9a.m.)

Saturday (May 100—Long distance from
Magic Island. women begin at 6:30 a m., men
at10:30 am.

May 24—Long distance race (may be cancel-
led)

June 15—Keehi Lagoon

Jurie 22—Makaha

June 20—Haleiwa

July 4—Kahana Bay

July 13—Kailua Beach

July 20—-Waikiki Beach

July 27—Waimanalo Beach

Aug. 2—Hw Wa'a championships at Kaneohe

ay

Aug. 10—Hawaii combined state champion
ships

Au; 16—Long distance race from Honolulu
Harbor

Aug 23—Long distanée race from Heeia

Sept. 13—Long distance frace from Magic Is
land




