It’s summer fun as Hui Nalu

spanks OCC for Oahu crown
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The way Kala Kukea sees it, pad-
dling an outrigger canoe shouldn’t
be like getting an audition with the
Pittsburgh Steelers.

“It's a fun summer thing. It's not
like trying out for the NFL,” said
the 36-yéar-old head coach of Hui
Nalu.

“*Our philosophy is to get every-
body to paddle,”” Kukea said. With a
210-member club, that means a lot of
crew-shuffling from week to week.
“Maybe it's not the best crews, but
we want to get everybody involved.”

With that philosophy, Hui Nalu
split the season’s first six regattas
with Qutrigger Canoe Club.

But yesterday was different.

With the Oahu Hawaiian Canoe
Racing Association title on the line,
Kukea filled each of his crews with
its best six paddlers and blasted
arch-rival Outrigger out of the
waters of Keehi Lagoon.

Hui Nalu rolled up 75 points to
OCC'’s 54 for an easier-than-expected

team victory and a fourth consecu-
tive Oahu title. Kailua was third
with 43 points, Healani fourth with 38
and Lanikai fifth with 33,

Highlighting Hui Nalu’s victory
was a record-breaking — and, for
Outrigger, back-breaking — effort in
the junior men’'s race.

The crew of Steve Wood, Barry
McKeown, John West, Rob Burns,
Ray Lum and Jame$ Kodama cover-
ed the 1%-mile course in 12 minutes,
27.6* seconds — 11.5 seconds faster
than the old mark set by Hui Lanaki-
la in 1979. ’

“They’'ve always had it. It just
took time to get their act together,”
Kukea said of that crew, which had-
n't won a race all season.

They gave Hui Nalu a 5540 lead
with just five races to go. And if that
wasn't the knockout punch, it at
least sent Outrigger reeling against

OCC had been making a come-
back, too. Halfway through the meet
it trailed Hui Nalu 35-24, but Outrig-
ger chipped away until it trailed 38
35 with eight races left.

Then Hui Nalu stiffened, edging
OCC for second place in the men's
open fours, storming to victory in
the junior women and winning junior
men. In just half an hour OCC's defi-
cit went from three points to 15.

It wasn’t a good day for Outrigger
Its boys’ 13-under crew, which had
won its race, was disqualified for a
false start. ‘““That hurt,”” said head
coach Walt Guild. But halfway
through the meet he remained confi-
dent. “‘I hate these down-to-the-wire
races,” he said.

As it turned out, Hui Nalu took all
the suspense out of the day when it
won both senior men's and senior
:orkn:n'n races. And it looked like

ukea’s time-sharing philosophy has
paid dividends.

“In one crew I have 18 people, so
you see how much 1 have to move
crews around,” he said. ‘‘If they
come out and train all year and
never get in a race they'll never
come back. We might have a guy
who's not so good — next year he’ll
come back and be our best paddler.”

See results on Page D-2



