Hui Nalu gets it all together,

captures overall state crown

By Andy Yamaguchi

Advertiser Sports Writer

Lanakila Spencer, an attractive
. women in her late 30s, was divorced
five years ago. She had 10 children.

She then joined the Hui Nalu
Canoe Club.

“They said it was a family club,
and 1 said, ‘Good, I get plenty
kids.”"" she said.

It was fitting, then, that yesterday
Spencer- stroked the winningest
eanoe in the winningest season in the
club’s history. Under gorgeous skies
at Kaneohe Bay, Hui Nalu won the
all-state championship to become
the biggest and most successful
“fam-a-lee” since the Pittsburgh Pi-
rates.

Hui Nalu rolled up 38 points to win
its first combined title of the Hawai-
jan Canoe Racing Association and
the Hui Wa‘a & Surfing Association.
It completed the hat trick, the first
two being the Oahu HCRA title

and the HCRA state crown.
Defending champion Outrigger,
though entered in just nine of the 19

events, finished its regatta season

with 22 points and second
place. Big Island champion Kai
Opua edged Healani 20-18 for third
place. Maui titlist Hanalei was fifth
with 16 points and Hui Wa‘a cham-

pion Kaneohe was sixth with 13,

Spencer and her crewmates --
Nalani Spencer, Christie Gibson,
Ann Schumaker, Carol Kukea and
Lita Blankenfeld — capped an unde-
feated season by whipping Kai Opua
and Outrigger in the senior women's
race. They were Hui Nalu's only un-
beaten crew.

Lanakila took up paddling after
her divorce “to sort of take out the
frustrations,” she said, swigging a
post-race bottle of very warm cold
duck. Now four of her daughters also
paddle for Hui Nalu, and the boys
aren't far behind.

“What makes it so great is that
it's a good club,” she said. “There's
a real family feeling.”

Head coach Kala Kukea was as
proud of that as he was of his club's
victory.

“] knew we'd be back,” he said.
““The club is getting stronger. Intro-
duce kids to the sport, get them to
love paddling, that's the way the
sport's going to grow. We've got a
lot of families now. That's what
makes us a good club. Strong n
spirit, strong all the way around.”

The regatta was a test between
HCRA's traditional koa canoces and
Hui Wa'a's fiberglass vessels.

“Hoo, fiberglass taking a licking,"”
said Kaneohe coach Roy Anderson

He was in a position to know: some
of his crews raced in the Manuiwa, a
borrowed koa, and ‘“‘what points I
got came from the koa,”" Anderson
said.

“There's a lot of difference,”” he
said. “Koa lifts better on the start
and goes, plus it turns faster.”

Lanikai of the HCRA, on the other
hand, benched its koa to race in
fiberglass.

The difference is all in the mind,
said HCRA past president Chris
Faria. “I'll pay money if you can
show me the difference,” he said.

Because the Kailua-side lanes
were suspiciously fast Saturday,
they were eliminated from the
course and ““‘the lanes are a lot fair-
er,” said Lanikai coach Allen Wood-
dell.

After the regatta HCRA coaches
reversed a previous decision and
voted to participate in the Queen
Liliuokalani distance race, Sept. 1 in
Kona. 4

Hui Nalu got five first places to
compile its points.

It won three men’'s events — sen-
jor, novice A and 16-under — and
two women's evenis — senior and
junior.
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